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Articre I. 


Philofophical Tranfafions, giving fome Account of the prefent Una 
dertakings, Studies, and Laboars of the Ingenious, in many conft- 
derable Parts of the World. Vol, LX. for the Year 3770. 4t0. 
MSs. Jewed. L. Davis. 


INCE the fate Of Pliny the Elder, few meh of philofophi« 
cal genius have attempted the natural hiftory of volcanos, 
The honourable Mr, Hamilton, however, his majefty’s envoy 
extraordinary at Naples, lately favoured the public with an 
accurate account of an eruption of Mount Vefuvius, in the 
furveying of which he had almoft incurred the cataftrophe of 
the celebrated antient. In the firft article of the volume be- 
fore us, we find a defctiption of mount Aitna, by the fame 
ingenious gentleman, who had taken a journey thither on 
purpofe to examine that ftupendous obje&, which has been fo 
much renowned by the Latin poets. This vifit was made to« 
wards the end of June 1769, in company with lord Fortrofe, 
and the canonico Recupero, an ingenious prieft of Catania, 
who, it ems, is the only petfon there that is acquainted with 
the mountain, and is employed in writing its natural hiftory ; 
but Mr. Hamilton fears he will not be able to. accomplith fo 
great and ufeful an undertaking, for want of proper encourage- 
ment. As we imagitie the defcription of mount tna _ will 
be iaterefting fo every reader, we fhall lay before them dlmoft 
the whole of the honourable envoy’s narrative, 
Votw XXX. September, 1771. M _ We 
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* We paffed through the inferior diftri& of the mountain called 
by its inhabitants La Regione Piemontefe, It is well watered, ex- 
ceedingly fertile and ab6unding with vines, and other fruit-trees, 
where the lava, or, as it is called there, the fciara, has had time 
to foften and gather foil fufticient for vegetation, which I am 
convinced from many obfervations unleis affifted by art, does not 
come to pafs for many ages, perhaps a thoufand years or more; 
the circuit of this lower region, forming the bafis of the great vol- 
cano, is upwards of one hundred Italian miles. The vines of 
Etna are kept low, quite the reverfe of thofe on the borders of 
Vefuvius, and they produce a ftronger wine, but not in fo great 
abundance. The Piedmontefe diltrict is covered with towns, vil- 
lages, monafteries, &c. and is well peoplied, notwithftanding the 
danger of fuch a fituation. Catania, fo often deftroyed by erup- 
tions of Etna, and totally overthrown by an earthquake towards 
the end of the laft century, has been rebuilt within thefe fifty 
years, and is now a confiderable town, with at leaft thirty-five 
thoufand inhabitants. I do not. wonder at the feeming fecurity 
with which thefe parts are inhabited, having been fo long witneifs 
to the fame near mount Vefuvius. The operations of nature are 
flow; great eruptions do not frequently happen, each flatters him- 
felf it will not happen ?n his time, or.if it fhould, that his titu- 
lar faint will turn away the deftructive lava from his grounds; 
then indeed the great fertility in the neighbourhoods of volcanos 
tempts people to inhabit them. 

‘ In about four hours of gradual afcent we arrived at a little 
convent of Benediétine monks, called St. Nicolo dell Arena, about 
thirteen miles from Catania, and within a mile of the volcano 
fram whence iffued the laft very great eruption in the year 1669, 
a circumftantial acccunt of which was fent to our court by a lord 
Winchelfea, who happened to be then at Catania in his way home, 
from -his embafly at Conftantinople.. His lordfhip’s account is 
curious, and was printed in London foon after. I faw a copy 
of it at Palmero, in the library of the prince Torremuzzo. We 
flept in the Benedictines convent the night of the 24th, and 
pafled the next mofning in ebferving the ravage made by the 
abovementioned terrible eruption, over the rich country of the 
Piedmontefe. The lava burft out of -a vineyard within a mile of 
St. Nicolo, and by frequent explofions of ftones and athes, raifed 
there a mountain, which, as near as I¢an judge, having afcended 
it; is not lefs than half a mile perpendicular im height, and is 
certainly at leaft three miles in circumference at its bafis. The 
lava that ran from it, and on which there are as yet no figns of 
vegetation, is fourteen miles in length, and in many parts fix in 
breadth ; it reached Catania, and deftroyed part of its walls, bus 
ried an aniphitheatre, an aqueduct, and ‘many other monuments 
of its-ancient grandeur, which, till then, had retifted the hand of 
time ; and ran a confiderable Jength into the fea, fo as to have 
once formed a beautiful and fafe harbour; but it was fgon after 
filled up by afrefh torrent of the fame inflamed matter, a cir- 
cumftance the Catanians lament to this day, as they are without 
a port. There has been no fuch eruption fince, though there are 
figns of many, more terrible, that have preceded it. ' 

‘For two or three, miles round the mountain raifed by this erup- 
tion, all is barren, and covered with afhes; this ground, as well 
as the mountain itfelf, will in. time certainly be as fertile as 
miany other mountains in its neighbourhood, that have — 
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likewife formed by explofion. If the dates of thefe explofions 
could be afcertained, it would be very curious, and mark the 
progrefs of time with refpect to the return of vegetation, as the 
mountains raifed by them are in different ftates; thofe (which I 
imagine to be the moft modern) are covered with afhes only; 
others of an older date, with fmall plants and herbs, and the 
moft antient, with the largeft timber trees I ever faw.; but I be- 
lieve the latter are fo very ancient, as to be far out of the reach 
of hiftory. At the foot of the mountain raifed by the erpption 
of the year 1669, there is a hole, through which, by means of a 
rope, we defcended into feveral fubterraneous caverns, branching 
out and extending much farther and deeper than we chofe to ven- 
ture, the cold there being exceffive, and a violent wind frequently 
extinguifhing fome of our torches. Thefe caverns undoubtedly 
contained the lava that iffued forth and extended, as I faid be- 
fore, quite to Catania. There are many of thefe fubterraneous 
cavities known on other parts of Etna: fuch as that, called by the 
peafants La Baracca Vecchia, another La Spelonca della Palombo 
(from the wild pigeons building their nefts therein) and the cavern 
Thalia, mentioned by Boccaccio. Some of them are made ufe 
of as magazines for fnow; the whole ifland of Sicily and Malta 
being fupplied with this effential article (in a hot climate) 
from mount, Etna; many more would be found, I dare fay, if 
fearched for, particularly near and under the craters from whence 
great lavas have iffued, as the immenfe quantities of fuch matter 
we fee above cround muft neceflarily fuppofe very great hollows 
underneath. 

‘ After having paffed the morning of the 25th in thefe obfer- 
vations, we proceeded through the fecond or middle region of 
Etna, called La Selvofa, the woody, than which nothing can be 
more beautiful. On every fide are mountains, or fragments of 
mountains, that have been thrown up by various ancient explo- 
fions; there are fome near as high as mount Vefuvius, one in in 
ticular, (as the canon our guide aflured me, having meafured it) 
is little lefs than one mile in perpendicular height, and five in cir- 
cumference at its bafis. They are all more or lefs covered, even 
within their craters, as well as the rich valleys between them, 
with the largeit oak, chefnut, and fir trees, I ever faw any where, 
and indeed it is from hence chiefly, that his Sicilian majefty’s dock- 
yards are fupplied with timber. As-this part of Etna was famous 
for its timber in the time of the tyrants of Syracufa, and as it re- 
quires the great Jength of time I have already mentioned before 
the matter is fit for vegetation, we may conceive the great age of 
this refpectable volcano. The chefnut-trees predominated in the 
parts through which we pafled, and; though of a very great fize, 
are not to be compared to fome on another part of the Regione 
Selvofa, called Carpinetto. I have been told by many, ahd. par- 
ticularly by our gide, who had meafured the largeft there, called 
La Caftagna di Cento Cavalli, that it is upwards of twenty-eight 
Neapolitan canes in circumference. Now as a Neapolitan cane 18 
two yards and half a quarter, Englifli meafure, you may judge, 
fir, of the immenfe fize of this famous tree. It is hollow from 
age, but there is another near it almoft as large and found ; as it 
would have required a journey of. two days to have vifited this ex- 
traordinary tree, and the weather being already very hot, I did not 
fee it. It is amazing to me that trees fhould flourifh in fo thallow 
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of lava, and indeed great part of the roots of the large trees we 
paffed by are above zround, and have acquired, by the impreffion 
of the air, a bark like that of their branches. In this part of the 
mountain, are the fineft horned cattle in Sicily ; we remarked in 
general that the horns of the Sicilian cattle are near twice the fize 
of any we had ever feen; the cattle themfelves are of the common 
fize. We paffed by the lava of the laft eruptionin the year 1766, 
which has deftroyed above four miles fquare of the beautiful wood 
abovementioned. The mountain raifed by this eruption abounds 
with fulphur and ‘falts, exactly refembling thofe of Vefuvius, fpe- 
cimens of which } fent fome time ago to the late lord Morton. 

‘ In about five hours from the time we had left the convent of 
St. Nicolo dell’ Arena, we arrived at the borders of the third re- 
gion, called La Netta, or Scoperta, clean or uncovered, where we 
found a very fharp air indeed; fo that in the fame day, the four 
feafons of the year were fenfibly felt by us, on this mountain; ex- 
ceflive fummer heats in the Piemontefe, {pring and autumn tem- 
perature in the middle, and extreme cold of winter in the upper 
region.. I could perceive, as we approached the latter, a gradual 
decreafe of vegetation, and from large timber trees we came to 
the fmaller thrubs and plants of the northern climates; I obferved 
quantities of juniper and tanzey ; our guide told us, that Jater in 
the feafon there are numberlefs curious plants here, and that in 
fome parts there are rhubarb and faffron in plenty. In Carrera’s 
hiftory of Catania, thereis a lilt of all the plants and herbs of Etna, 
in alphabetical order. 

* Night coming on, we here pitched a tent and made a good 
fire, which was very neceflary, for without it, and very warm 
cloathing, we fhould furely have perifhed with cold; and at one of 
the.clock in the morning of the 26th, we purfued our journey to- 
wards the great crater, We pafled over valleys of fnow that never 
melts, except there is an eruption of lava from the upper crater, 
which {carcely ever happens; the great eruptions are ufually from 
the middle region, the inflamed matter finding (as I fuppofe) its 
paflage thraugh fome weak part, long before it can rife to the ex- 
ceffive height of the upper region, the great mouth on the fummit 
only ferving as a common chimney tothe volcano. In many places 
the {now is covered with a bed of afhes, thrown out of the crater, 
and the fun melting it in fome parts makes this ground trea- 
cherous ; but as we had with us, befides our guide, a peafant well 
accuftomed to thefe valleys, we arrived fafe at the foot of the little 
mountain of afhes that crowns Etna, about an hour before the 
rifing of the fun. This mountain is fituated in a gently inclining 
plain, of about nine miles in circumference ; it is about a quarter 
of a mile perpendicular in height, very fteep, but not quite fo fteep 
as Vefuvius; it has been thrown up: within thefe twenty-five or 
thirty years, as many people at Catania have told me they re- 
membered when there was on'y a-large chafm or crater, in the 
midft of the abovementioned plain. Till now the afcent had been 
fo grgdual (for the top of Etna is not lefs than thirty miles from 
Catania, from whence the afcent begins) as not to have been the 
Jeaft fatiguing; and if it had not been for the fnow, we might have 
rode upon our mules to the very foot of the little mountain, higher 
than which the canon our guide had never been: but as I faw that 
‘this little mountain was compofed in the fame manner as the top 
of Vefuvius, which, notwithttanding the fmoak iffuing from every 
pore, is Solid and firm, I made ao fcruple of going up to see 
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edge of the crater, and my companions followed. The fteep 
afcent, the keennels of the air, the vapours of the fulphur, -and 
the violence of the wind, which obliged us feveral times to throw 
ourfelves flat upon our faces to avoid being over turned by it, 
made this latter part of our expedition rather inconvenient and 
difagreeable. Our guide, by way of comfort, afflured us that 
there was generally much more wind in the upper region at this 
time. 

‘ Soon after we had feated ourfelves on the higheft point of Etna, 
the fun arofe and difplayed a fcene that indeed paffes all defcription, 
The horizon lighting up by degrees, we difcovered the greateft 
part of Calabria, and the fea on the other fide of it; the Phare of 
Mefiina, the Lipari Iflands, Stromboli with its {fmnoaking top, tho’ 
at above feventy miles diftance, feemed to be juft under our feet ; 
we faw the whole ifland of Sicily, its rivers, towns, harbours, &c. 
as if we had been looking ona map. The ifland of Malta is low 
ground, and there was a hazinefs in that part of the horizon, fo 
that we could not difcern it; our guide affured us he had feen it 
diftinétly at other times, which I can believe, as in other parts of 
the horizon, that were not hazy, we faw to a much greater dif- 
tance ; befides, we had a clear view of Etna’s top from our fhip as 
we were going into the mouth of the harbour of Malta fome wetks 
before ; 1n fhort, as I have fince meafured on a good chart, we took 
jn at one view a circle of above nine hundred Englifh miles. The 
pyramidal fhadow of the mountain reached acrofs the whole ifland 
and far into the fea on the other fide. I counted from hence forty- 
four little mountains (little I call them in comparifon of their mo- 
ther Etna, though they would appear great any where, elfe) in the 
middle region on the Catania fide, and many others on the other 
fide of the mountain, all of a conical form, and each having its 
crater ; many with timber trees flourifhing both within and with- 
out their craters. The points of thofe mountains, that I imagine 
to be the moft ancient, are blunted, and the craters of courfe more 
extenfive and lefs deep than thofe of the mountains formed by ex- 
plofions of a later date, and which preferve their pyramidal form 
entire. Some have been fo far mouldered down by time as to have 
no other appearance of a crater than a fort cf dimple or hollow on 
their rounded tops, others with only half or a third, part of their 
cone ftanding ; the parts that are wanting having mouldered down, 
or perhaps been detached from them by earthquakes, which are 
here very frequent. All however have been evidently raifed b 
explofion ; and I believe, upon examination, many of the whimfi- 
cal fhapes of mountains in other parts of the world would prove to 
have been occafioned by the fame natural operations. I obferved 
that thefe mountains were generally in Jines or ridges; they hav¢ 
moftly a fraéture on one fide, the fame as in the little mountains 
raifed by explofion on the fides of Vefuvius, of which there are 
eight or nine. ‘This fracture is occafioned by the lava’s forcing its 
way out, which operation I have defcribed in my account of the 
Jaft eruption off Vefuvius. Whenever I fhall meet with a moun. 
tain, in any part of the world, whofe form is regularly conical, 
with a hollow crater on its top, and one fide broken, I feall be apt 
to decide fuch a mountain's having been formed by an eruption, ag 
both on Etna and Vefuvius the mountains formed by explofion are 
without exception according to this defcription ; but to return to 
my narrative. 


= ———— ee 


M 3. ¢ After 






























































| ; 
| % 
‘3 











162 Philcfophieal Tranfa@tions, Fol. LX. 


‘ We paffed through the inferior diftriét of the mountain called 
by its inhabitants La Regione Piemontefe, It is well watered, ex- 
ceedingly fertile and abounding with vines, and other fruit-trees, 
where the lava, or, as it is called there, the fciara, has had time 
to foften and gather foil fuficient for vegetation, which I am 
convinced from many obfervations unlefs aflifted by art, does not 
come to pafs for many ages, perhaps a thoufand years cr more; 
the circuit of this lower region, forming the bafis of the great vol- 
cano, is upwards of one hundred Italian miles. The vines of 
Etna are kept low, quite the reverfe of thofe on the borders of 
Vefuvius, and they produce a ftronger wine, but not in fo great 
abundance. ‘The Piedmontefe diftriét is covered with towns, vil- 
lages, monafteries, &c. and is well peoplied, notwithftanding the 
danger of fuch a fituation. Catania, fo often deftroyed by erup- 
tions of Etna, and totally overthrown by an earthquake towards 
the end of the laft century, has been rebuilt within thefe fifty 
years, and is now a confiderable town, with at leaft thirty-five 
thoufand inhabitants. I do not wonder at the feeming fecurity 
with which thefe parts are inhabited, having been fo long witnefs 
to the fame near mount Vefuvius. The operations of nature are 
flow; great eruptions do not frequently happen, each flatters him- 
felf it will not happen in his time, or if it fhould, that his titu- 
Jar faint will turn away the deftruétive lava from his grounds; 
then indeed the great fertility in the neighbourhoods of volcanos 
tempts people to inhabit them. 

‘ In about four hours of gradual afcent we arrived at a little 
convent of Benedictine monks, called St. Nicolo dell Arena, about 
thirteen miles from Catania, and within a mile of the volcano 
from whence iffued the laft very great eruption in the year 1669, 
a circumftantial acccunt of which was fent to our court by a lord 
Winchelfea, who happened to be then at Cataniain his way home, 
from his embaffy at Conftantinople. His lordfhip’s account is 
curious, and was printed in London foon after. I faw a copy 
of it at Palmero, in the library of the prince Torremuzzo. We 
flept in the Benedictines convent the night of the 24th, and 
paffled the next morning in obferving the ravage made by the 
abovementioned terrible eruption, over the rich country of the 
Piedmontefe. The Java burft out of a vineyard within a mile of 
St. Nicolo, and by frequent explofions of ftones and athes, raifed 
there a mountain, which, as near as I can judge, having afcended 
it, is not lefs than half a mile perpendicular in height, and is 
certainly at leaft three miles in circumference at its bafis The 
Java that ran from it, and on which there are as yet no figns of 
vegetation, is fourteen miles in length, and in many parts fix in 
breadth ; it reached Catania, and deftroyed part of its walls, bu- 
ried an amphitheatre, an aqueduct, and many other monuments 
of its ancient grandeur, which, till then, had refifted the hand of 
time; and ran a confiderable Jength into the fea, fo as to have 
once formed a beautiful and fafe harbour; but it was foon after 
filled up by afreth torrent of the fame inflamed matter, a cir- 
cumftance the Catanians lament to this day, as they are without 
a port. There has been no fuch eruption fince, though there are 
figns of many, more terrible, that have preceded it. 

' €¥For two or three miles round the mountain raifed by this erup- 
tion, all is barren, and covered with afhes; this ground, as well 
as the mountain itfelf, will in time certainly be as fertile as 
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likewife formed by explofion. If the dates of thefe explofions 
could be afcertained, it would be very curious, and mark the 
progrefs of time with refpect to the return of vegetation, as the 
mountains raifed by them are in different ftates ; thofe (which I 
imagine to be the moft modern) are covered with afhes only ; 
others of an older date, with fmail plants and herbs, and the 
moft antient, with the largeit timber trees I ever faw; but I be- 
lieve the latter are fo very ancient, as to be far out of the reach 
of hiftory. Atthe foot of the mountain raifed by the eruption 
of the year 1669, there is a hole, through which, by means of a 
rope, we defcended into feveral fubterraneous caverns, branching 
out and extending much farther and deeper than we chofe to ven 
ture, the cold there being exceflive, and a violent wind frequently 
extinguifhing fome of our torches. Thefe caverns undoubtedly 
contained the lava that iffued forth and extended, as I faid be- 
fore, quite to Catania, There are many of thefe fubterraneous 
cavities known on other parts of Etna: fuch as that, called by the 
peafants La Baracca Vecchia, another La Spelonca della Palombo 
(from the wild pigeons building their nefts therein) and the cavern 
Thalia, mentioned by Boccaccio. Some of them are made ufe 
of as magazines for fnow; the whole ifland of Sicily and Malta 
being fupplied with this effential article (in a hot climate) 
from mount Etna; many more would be found, I dare fay, if 
fearched for, particularly near and under the craters from whence 
great lavas have iflued, as the immenfe quantities of fuch matter 
we fee above ground mutt neceffarily fuppofe very great hollows 
underneath. 

‘ After having paffed the morning of the 25th in thefe obfer- 
vations, we proceeded through the fecond or middle region cf 
Etna, called La Selvofa, the woody, than which nothing can be 
more beautiful. On every fide are mountains, or fragments of 
mountains, that have been thrown up by various ancient explo- 
fions; there are fome near as high as mount Vefuvius, one in par- 
ticular, (as the canon our guide affured me, having meafured it) 
is little lefs than one mile in perpendicular height, and five in cir- 
cumference at its bafis. They are all more or lefs covered, even 
within their craters, as well as the rich valleys between them, 
with the largeft oak, chefnut, and fir trees, I ever faw.any where, © 
and indeed it is from hence chiefly, that his Sicilian. majefty’s dock- 
yards are fupplied with timber. As this part of Etna was famous 
tor its timber in the time of the tyrants of Syracufa, and as it re- 
quires the great length of time i have already mentioned, before 
the matter is fit for vegetagion, we may conceive the great age of 
this refpectable volcano. “he chefnut-trees predominated in the 
parts through which we pafled, and, though of a very great fize, 
are not to be compared to fome on another part of the Regione 
Selvofa, called Carpinetto. I have been told by many, and par- 
ticularly by our gide, who had meafured the largeft there, called 
La Caftagna di Cento Cavalli, that it is upwards of twenty-eight 
Neapolitan canes in circumference. Now as a Neapolitan cane ,is 
two yards and half a quarter, Englifh meafure, you may judge, 
fir, of the immenfe fize of this famous tree. “It.is hollow from 
age, but there is another near it almoft as large and found ; as it 
would have required a journey of two days to have vifited this ex- 
traordinary tree, and the weather being already very hot, I did not 
fee it. Itis amazing to me that trees fhould fiourifh in fo fhallow 
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of Java, and indeed great part of the roots of the large trees we 
pafled by are above zround, and have acquired, by the impreffion 
of the air, a bark like that of their branches. In this part of the 
mountain, are the fineft horned cattle in Sicily ; we remarked in 
general that the horns of the Sicilian cattle are near twice the fize 
of any we had ever feen; the cattle themfelves are of the common 
fize. We pafied by the lava of the laft eruption in the year 1766, 
which has deftroyed above four miles fquare of the beautiful wood 
abovementioned. The mountain raifed by this eruption abounds 
with fulphur and falts, exactly refembling thofe of Vefuvius, fpe- 
cimens of which 1 fent fome time ago to the late lord Morton. 

‘ In about five hours from the time we had left the convent of 
St. Nicolo dell’ Arena, we arrived at the borders of the third re- 
gion, called La Netta, or Scoperta, clean or uncovered, where we 
found a very fharp air indeed; fo that in the fame day, the four 
feafons of the year were fenfibly felt by us, on this mountain; ex- 
ceflive fummer heats in the Piemontefe, fpring and autumn tem- 
perature in the middle, and extreme cold of winter in the upper 
region. I could perceive, as we approached the latter, a gradual 
decreafe of vegetation, and from large timber trees we came to 
the fmaller fhrubs and plants of the northern climates; I obferved 
quantities of juniper and tanzey ; our guide told us, that later in 
the feafon there are numberlefs curious plants here, and that in 
fome parts there are rhubarb and faffron in plenty. In Carrera’s 
hiltory of Catania, there is a lift of all the plants and herbs of Etna, 
in alphabetical order. 

‘ Night coming on, we here pitched a tent and made a good 
fire, which was very neceflary, for without it, and very warm 
cloathing, we fhould furely have perifhed with cold; and at one of 
the clock in the morning of the 26th, we purfued our journey to- 
wards the great crater. We pafled over valleys of {now that never 
melts, except there is an eruption of lava from the upper crater, 
which {carcely ever happens; the great eruptions are ufually from 
the middle region, the inflamed matter finding (as I fuppofe) its 
paflage through fome weak part, long before it can rife to the ex- 
ceffive height of the upper region, the great mouth on the fummit 
only ferving as a common chimney tothe volcano. In many places 
the {now is covered with a bed of afhes, thrown out of the crater, 
and the fun melting it in fome parts makes this ground trea- 
cherous ; but as we had with us, befides our guide, a peafant well 
accuftomed to thefe valleys, we arrived fafe at the foot of the little 
mountain of afhes that crowns Etna, about an hour before the 
rifing of the fun. ‘This mountain is fitugted in a gently inclining 
plain, of about nine miles in circumfereff€e ; it is about a quarter 
of a mile perpendicular in height, very fteep, but not quite fo fteep 
as Veluvius; it has been thrown up within thefe twenty-five or 
thirty years, as many people at Catania have told me they re- 
membered when there was only a large chafm or crater, in the 
midft of the abovementioned plain. ‘Till now the afcent had been 
fo gradual (for the top of Etna is not lefs than thirty miles from 
Catania, from whence the afcent begins) as not to have been the 
leaft fatiguing; and if it had not been for the fnow, we might have 
rode upon our mules to the very foot of the little mountain, higher 
than which the canon our guide had never been: but as I faw that 
this little mountain was compofed in the fame manner as the top 
of Vefuvius, which, notwithftanding the fmoak iffuing from every 
pore, is folid and firm, I made no fcruple of going up to we 
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edge of the crater, and my companions followed. The fteep 
afcent, the keennefs of the air, the vapours of the fulphur, and 
the violence of the wind, which obliged us feveral times to throw 
ourfelves flat upon our faces to avoid being over-turned by it, 
made this latter part of our expedition rather inconvenient and 
difagreeable. Our guide, by way of comfort, affured us that 
there was generally much more wind in the upper region at this 
time. 

‘ Soon after we had feated ourfelves on the higheft point of Etna, 
the ‘un arofe and difplayed a fcene that indeed sae all defcription. 
The horizon lighting up by degrees, we difcovered the greateft 
part of Calabria, and the fea on the other fide of it; the Phare of 
Meffina, the Lipari Iflands, Stromboli with its frnoaking top, tho’ 
at above feventy miles diftance, feemed to be juft under our feet ; 
we faw the whole ifland of Sicily, its rivers, towns, harbours, &c. 
as if we had been looking ona map. The ifland of Malta is low 
ground, and there was a hazinefs in that part of the horizon, fo 
that we could not difcern it; our guide affured us he had feen it 
diftinétly at other times, which I can believe, as in other parts of 
the horizon, that were not hazy, we faw to a much greater dif- 
tance ; befides, we had a clear view of Etna’s top from our fhip as 
we were going into the mouth of the harbour of Malta fome weeks 
before; in fhort, as I have fince meafured on a good chart, we took 
jn at one view a circle of above nine hundred Englith miles, The 
pyramidal fhadow of the mountain reached acrofs the whole ifland 
and far into the fea on the other fide. I counted from hence forty- 
four little mountains (little I call them in comparifon of their mo- 
ther Etna, though they would appear great any where elfe) in the 
middle region on the Catania fide, and many others on the other 
fide of the mountain, all of a conical form, and each having its 
crater ; many with timber trees flourifhing both within and with- 
out their craters. The points of thofe mountains, that I imagine 
to be the moft ancient, are blunted, and the craters of courfe more 
extenfive and lefs deep than thofe of the mountains formed by ex- 
plofions of a Jater date, and which preferve their pyramidal form 
entire. Some have been fo far mouldered down by time as to have 
no other appearance of a crater than a fort of dimple or hollow on 
their rounded tops, others with only half or a third part of their 
cone ftanding ; the parts that are wanting having mouldered down, 
or perhaps been detached from them by earthquakes, which are 
here very frequent. All however have been evidently raifed by 
explefion ; and I believe, upon examination, many of the whimfi- 
cal fhapes of mountains in other parts of the world would prove to 
have been occafioned by the fame natural operations. I obferved 
that thefe mountains were generally in lines or ridges ; they have 
moftly a fracture on one fide, the fame as in the little mountains 
raifed by explofion on the fides of Vefuvius, of which there are 
eight or nine. This fracture is occafioned by the lava’s forcing its 
way out, which operation I have defcribed in my account of the 
laft eruption of Vefuvius. Whenever I-fhall meet with a moun- 
tain, in any part of the world, whofe form is regularly conical, 
with a hollow crater on its top, and one fide broken, I fhall be apt 
to decide fuch a mountain’s having been formed by an eruption, as 
both on Etna and Vefuvius the mountains fermed by explofion are 
without exception according to this defcription ; but to return to 
my narrative. 
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‘ After having feafted our eyes with the glorious profpe& above- 
mentioned (for which, as Spartian tells us, the emperor Adrian 
was at the trouble of afcending Etna), we looked into the great 
crater, which, as near as we could judge, is about two miles and a 
half in circumftance ; we did not think it fafe to go round and 
meafure it, as fome parts feemed to be very tender ground. The 
infide of the crater, which is incrufted with falts and fulphurs like 
that of Vefuvius, isin the form of an inverted hollow cone, and 
its depth near'y anfwers to the height of the little mountain that 
crowns the great volcano. The fmozk, iffuing abundantly from 
the fides and bottom, prevented our feeing quite down; but the 
wind clearing away the fmoak from time to time, I faw this in- 
verted cone contracted almoft to a point; and, from repeated ob. 
fervations, I dare fay, that in all volcanos, the depth of the craters 
will be found to correfpond nearly to the height of the conical 
mountains of cinders which ufuvally crown them: in fhort, I look 
upon the craters asa fort of fufpended funnels, under which are 
vaft caverns and abyfles, The formation of fuch conical mountains 
with their craters are eafily accounted for, by the fall of the ftones, 
cinders, and afhes, emitted at the time of an eruption. 

€ The fmoak of Etna, though very fulphureous, did not appear 
to me fo fetid and difagreeable as that of Vefuvius ; but our guide 
told me that its quality varies, as I know that of Vefuvius does, 
according to the quality of the matter then in motion within, 
the air was fo very pure and keen in the whole upper region of 
Etna, and particularly in the moft elevated parts of it, that we 
had a difficulty in refpiration, and that, independent of the ful- 
phureous vapour. JI brought two barometers and a thermometer 
with mc trom Naples, intending to have left one with a perfon at 
the foot of the mountain, whilft we made our obfervations with 
the other, at fun rifing, on the fummit; but one barometer was 
unluckily f{poilt at fea, and I could find no one expert enough at 
Catania to repair it; what is extraordinary, I do not recollect 
having feen a barometer in any part of Sicily. At the foot of 
Etna, the 24th, when we made our firft obfervation, the quick- 
filver ftood at 27 degrees 4 lines, and the 26th, at the moit elevated 
point of the volcano, it was at 18 degrees 10 lines, The thermo- 
meter, on the firft obfervation at the foot of the mountain was at 
$4 degrees, and onthe fecond at the crater at 56. ‘The weather 
had not changed in any refpeét, and was equaily fine and clear, 
the 24th and 26th. We found it difficult to manage our baro- 
meter in the extreme cold and high wind on the top of Etna; 
but from the moft exaé obfervations we could make, in our cir- 
cumftances, the refult was as abovementioned. The canon al- 
tured me, that the perpendicular height of mount Etna is fome- 
thing more than three Jtalian miles, and I verily believe it is fo. 

‘ After having pafied at leaft three hours on the crater, we de- 
fcended and went to arifing ground, about a mile diltant from 
the upper mountain we had juft left, and faw there fome remains 
of the foundation of an ancient building; it is of brick, and feems 
to have been ornamented with white marble, many fragments of 
which are icattered about. It is called the Philofopher’s Tower, 
and is faid to have been inhabited by Empedocles. As the an- 
cients ufed to facrifice go the celeftial gods on the top of Etna, it 
may very well be the ruin of a temple that ferved for that purpofe. 
From hence we went a little further over the inclined plain above- 


mentioned, and faw the evident marks of a dreadful nee: of 
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hot water that came out of the great crater at the time of an 
eruption of lava in the year 1755, and upon which phenomenon 
the canonico Recupero, our guide, has publifhed a differtation. 
Luckily this torrent did not take its courfe over the inhabited parts 
of the mountain, as alike accident on mount Vefuvius in 1632 
{wept away fome towns and villages in its neighbourhood, with 
thoufands of their inhabitants. The common received opinion is, 
that thefe eruptions of water proceed from the volcanos having a 
communication with the fea; but I rather believe them to proceed 
merely from depofitions of rain water in fome of the inward ca- 
vities cf them. We likewife faw from hence the whole courfe of 
an ancient Java, the moft confiderable as to its extent of any 
known here; it ran into the fea near Taormina. which is not 
Jefs than thirty miles from the crater whence it iffued, and is in 
many parts fifteen miles in breadth. As the lavas of Etna are very 
commonly fifteen and twenty miles in length, fix or feven in 
breadth, and fifty feet or more in depth, you may judge, fir, 
of the prodigious quantities of matter emitted in a great 
eruption of this mountain, and of the vaft cavities there muft ne- 
ceflarily be within its bowels. The moft extenfive lavas of Vefu- 
vius do not exceed feven miles in length: the operations of na- 
ture on the one mountain and the other are certainly the fame ; 
but on mount Etna, all are upon a great fcale. As to the na- 
ture and quality of their lavas, they are much the fame; but I 
think thofe of Etna rather blacker, and, in general, more porous 
than thofe of Vefuvius. In the parts of Etna that we went over, 
I faw no ftratas of pumice-ftones which are frequent near Vefuvius, 
and cover the ancient city of Pompeia ; but our guide told us, that 
there are fuch in other parts of the mountain. I faw fome ftratas 
of what is called here tuffa, it is the fame that covers Hercula- 
neum, and that compofes moft of the high grounds about Naples ; 
it is, upon examination, a mixture of {mall pumice-ftones, afhes, 
and fragments of lava, which is by time hardened into a fort of 
ftone. In fhort, I found, with refpect to the matter erupted, no- 
thing on mount Etna that Vefuvius does not produce, and there 
certainly is a much greater variety in the erupted matter and lavas 
of the latter, than of the former; both abound with pyrites and 
cryftallizations, or rather vitrifications. The fea fhore, at the foot 
of Etna, indeed, abounds with amber, of which there is none 
found at.the foot of .Vefuvius. At prefent, there isa mach greater 
quantity of fulphur and falts on the tap.of Vefuvius than on that 
of Etna; but this circumftance varies according to the degree of 
fermentation within; and our guide aflured me he had feen greater 
quantities on Etna at-other times. In our way back to Catania, 
the canon fhewed me a little hill covered with vines, which be- 
longed to the jefuits, and, as is well attefted, was undermined by 
the lava in the year 1669, and tranfported half a mile from the 
place where it ftood, without having damaged the vines. 

‘In great eruptions of Etna, the fame fort of lightning, as de- 
{cribed in my account of the lait eruption of Vefuvius, has been 
frequently feen to iflue from the fmoke of its great crater. The 
ancients took notice of the fame phenomenon, for Seneca (lib. 2. 
Queit.Nat.)fays, Etna aliquando multo igne abundavit, ingentem 
vim arene urentis effudit, involutus eft diespulvere, populofque fub- 
ita nox terruit, illo tempore aiunt plurima fuiffe tonitrua et fulmina.” 

‘ Till the year 252 of Chrift, the chronological accounts of the 


eruptions of Etna are very imperfeét; but as the veil of St. 
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Agatha was in that year firft oppofed to check the violence of the 
torrents of lava, and has ever fince been produced at the time of 
great eruptions, the miracles attributed to its influence hav; 
been carefully recorded by the priefts, have at leaft preferved the 
dates of fuch eruptions. “The relicks of St. Januarius have ren- 
dered the fame fervice to the overs of natural hiftory, by record- 
ing the great eruptions of Vefuvius. J find, by the dates of the 
eruptions of Etna, that it is as irregular and uncertain in its ope- 
rations ag Vefuvius. The laft eruption was in 1766. 

‘ On our return from Meffina to Naples, we were becalmed three 
days inthe midft of the Lipari Iflands, by which we had an op- 
portunity of feeing that they have all been Age | formed by 
explofion ; one of them, called Vulcano, is*in the fame ftate as 
the Solfaterra ; Stromboli is a volcano, exifting in all its force, and 
in its form of courfe, is the moft pyramidal of all the Lipari Iflands; 
we faw it throw up red hot ftones from its crater frequently, and 
fome {mall itreams of laya iffued from its fide, and ran into the fea. 
This volcano differs from Etna and Vefuvius, by its continually 
emitting fire, and feldom any lava; notwithftanding its continual 
explofions, this ifland is inhabited, on one fide, by about an hun- 
dred families.’ 

Article II. A letter from Philip Carteret, efq. captain of 
the Swallow floop, concerning the inhabitants, of the coaft of 
Patagonia. Mr. Carteret fays of them, that altogether, they 
are the fineft fet of men he ever faw. That they were in ge- 
neral from fix feet, to fix feet five inches in height, although 
there were fome who were fix fect feven inches, but none 
taller. | 

The third number is a fhort account of a camelopardalis, 
found about the Cape of Good Hope. This curious animal 
has fo rarely been feen, that many have queftioned its exift- 
ence ; two of them, however, are faid to have been brought 
to Rome in the time of Julius Cafar, The dimenfions of 
this extraordinary creature are as follow. 

¢ Dimenfions of a male camelofardalis, killed in a journey made 
in the year 1761, through the country of a tribe of Hottentots, 
galled the Mamacquas, viz. | 

feet. inches, 


Length of the head, _ I 3 
Height of the fore-leg from the lower to the higher 
point, —~ 10 =o 
From the appet part of the fore-leg to the top of the 
head, _ 7 ° 
From the upper part of the fore-leg to the upper part 
of the hind-leg, _ 5 6 
From the upper part of the hind-leg to the tail, x 6 


. 


Height of the hind-leg from the upper to the lower part, 8 5 


The next number contains experiments in fupport of the 
ufes afcribed to ganglions of the nerves, by Dr. Johnftone. 
It appears from thefe experiments, that, by an irritation 


the {pinal marrow, contractions may be excited in the mutcles 
al Mie fub- 























fubfervient to voluntary motion which communicate with the 
fpinal nerves; but that an irritation of the part abovemention- 
ed produces no contraction of the heart, though filaments are 
detached from the fpinal nerves to the fympathetic nerves. It 
alfo appears, however, that the heart may be affe&ted by an 
jrritation of its nerves below the ganglions. From thefe con- 
fiderations Dr. Johniton infers, with great plaufibility, that 
the ganglions of the fpinal nerves intercept the influence of 
yolition on the heart and inteftines. 

Article V. An account of a new fpecies of the manis, or 
fcaly lizard, extracted from the German relations of the Da- 
nifh royal miffionaries in the Eaft Indies.» 

Article VI. An account of the refult of fome attempts made 
to afcertain the temperature of the fea in great depths, near 
the coafts of Lapland and Norway. 

Number VII. is an account, wrote in Latin, of the pra- 
duction of white marble, by the depofition of a calcarious 
fubftance in water, which the author thence imagines to be 
the manner in which marble is univerfally produced. 

The next article is from the honourable Daines Barrington, 
giving an account of a very extraordinary mufician, named 
Mozart, who, at the age of little more than four years, is 
faid to have been not only capable of executing leffons on the 
harpfichord, but even compofed fome in an eafy {tile and tafte, 
which were approved of. 

Number IX. A determination of the exa& moments of 
time when the planet Venus was at external and internal con- 
tact with the fun’s limb, in the tranfits of June 6, 1761, and 
June 3, 1769. 

' Number X. An account of fome improvements made in a 
new wheel barometer. 

The next article contains fome obfervations upon an ine- 
dited coin of Philiftis, queen of Syracufe, Malta, and Gozo, 
who has been pafled over in filence by all the ancient writers ; 
in a letter from the reverend Mr. Swinton, of the univerfity 
of Oxford. This piece of antiquity exhibits on one fide, the 
fame veiled head of a woman that occurred on a coin of 
Gozo, which Mr. Swinton has formerly defcribed; and on 
the other, the figure forming the type, or fymbol, on the re- 
verfe of that coin. Before the face of the veiled head, the 
Greek word BASIAIS=A® prefents itfelf to our view; and 
on the reverfe the name @IAISTIAOS, Philiftidis, in the ex- 
ergue. The medal is nearly of the fize of the middle Roman 
brafs, or rather of fome of the Syracufian brafs coins of the 
middle form: the head of the anterior part is tolerably well 
preferved, but the type on the other has fuffered a good deal 
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from the injuries of time. It would appear from this medal, 
and others of Gozo and Malta, that Philiftis was queen of 
thefe iflands, when they were fubje€&t to the Greeks, and oc- 
cupied by them and the Pheenicians, If this be admitted, it 
will follow, that all thofe pieces were ftruck before the Car- 
thaginians were poflefled of Malta and Gozo. For which rea- 
fon, Mr. Swinton would denominate the medals of Gozo, 
Pheenician, which he had formerly named Punic ; as having 
been ftruck while the Pheenicians remained in that ifland. Mr. 
Swinton obferves, that we meet with a very minute Greek 
infcription, confifting of only the two words BASIAISSAS 
®IAISTIAQS, cut in the tteps of the ancient theatre at Sy- 
racufe, and inferted in the volume of Infcrip ions found in 
Sicily, lately publifhed at Palermo, by the prince di Torre- 
muzza; who from thence infers, that Philiftis was queen of 
Syracufe.. The fame had formerly been conjectured by Sig. 
Havercamp ; and Mr. Swinton thinks, that the medal in quef- 
tion, joined to other confiderations, renders fuch a conclufion 
altogether inconteftible. Among the reafons affigned for 
placing Philiftis on the throne of Syracufe, the following are 
adduced. 1. It has been obferved, that the bigze and qua- 
drigez, with the winged figure in them, which appear on Phi- 
liftis’s feveral coins, feem much too grand for the fovereign of 
only two petty iflands, fuch as Malta and Gozo. 2. The 
medals of Philiftis, adorned with the bigze and quadrigz, both 
in their type and workmanfhip, feem greatly to refemble thofe 
of Gelo, king of Syracufe, and other Syracufian coins. 3. 
The learned father Freelich takes the fabric of thefe picces not 
a little to refemble that of many of thofe ftruck in Sicily, 
Mr. Swinton is, therefore, of opinion, that Philiftis was queen 
of Syracufe, at the fame time that fhe was fovereign of Malta 
and Gozo; and that thofe iflands, whofe Greek inhabitants 
were, probably, for the moft part either Syracufians, or of Sy- 
racufian extraction, were dependencies of Syracufe, when the 

medals now in view firft appeared, | 
As there is not the leaft mention made of queen Philiftis 
in ancient hiltory, and there are no certain chronological cha- 
racters on her coins, it is dificult to afcertain, with any de- 
gree of precifion, either the end or commencement of her 
reign. Mr. Swinton, however, thinks it may be prefumed, 
that fhe muft have preceded the elder Dionyfius, who afcend- 
ed the throne cf Syracufe about 404 years before the birth of 
Chrift. On this fuppofition, the coins of Gozo muft be al- 
lowed to be more ancient than any that have been hitherto 
tran{mitted down to us, with Pheenician charaéters upon them, 
That the reign of Philiftis was anterior to that of Dionyfius I. 
feems 
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feems evident from hence, that there-is no room for her in the 
fubfequent part of the Syracufian annals; the whole fpace 
being filled with the reigns of princes and tyrants, of which 
we meet with a good account in ancient hiftory. We may in- 
fer from Cicero, in his oration againft Verres, that there were 
twenty-feven kings and tyrants of Syracufe, of which eleven 
have been unnoticed in hiftory; and that there muft have 
been fome intermediate princes between the elder Dionyfius 
and Gelo, kings of Syracufe, whofe names do not occur 
in any ancient writer, appears likewife from Valerius Maxi- 
mus, lib. vi. cap. z. Upon the whole, there feems reafon 
for agreeing with Mr. Swinton in the probability, that the 
medals of Gozo, adorned with Pheenician letters, were ftruck 
in that ifland about 450 years before the commencement of 


the Chriftian zra. 
[ To be concluded in our next. | 





II. A Treatife on the Dyfentery: with a Defcription of the Epide- 
nic Dyfentery that happened in Switzerland, in the Year 1765. 
Tranflated from the original German of J. Geo. Zimmerman, 
M. D. by C.R. Hopfon, M. D. 8vo. 45. Rivington. 


‘THs volume is chiefly employed on the dyfentery that 

raged in Switzerland in the year 1765, and which Dr. 
Zimmerman appears to have ftudied with particular attention. 
This epidemic was firft obferved in the month of June. In 
Auguft and September it rofe to its higheft pitch; in the be- 
ginning of Ogtober univerfally declined ; and in the middle of 
that month, generally fpeaking, made its exit; though fill, 
in the middle of November fome here and there were feized 
with the diforder ; and even during the fevereft cold in De- 
cember and January 1766, a few were attacked with a gentle 
flux. About the fame time with the dyfentery the putrid fe- 
ver, and particularly the putrid pleurify, began their ravages, 
principally in Laufanne, and extended them wide around as 
far as the canton of Bern, and the neighbouring provinces of 
Upper Auftria and Swabia. Many perfons were feized with 
this malady without any obvious antecedent fymptom ; and 
fuch cafes were generally found to be the moft dangerous! In 
others, the difeafe advanced gradually. All who had it ina 
violent manner, were feized at firft with an univerfal chill, of 
different degrees of duration; fometimes long and violent, 
fometimes fhort and tranfitory. With many it returned in 
the courfe of the fever, and was fucceeded by a hot fit. On 
the firft attack of the difeafe the fick felt an extreme laffitude 


of the whole body, efpecially of the back and loins. The 
cholic 
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cholic came on immediately at the beginning, with great vio. 
lence, but with fome people the evacuation did not advance 
with fo quick a pace. Many were at firft even coftive. Such 
generally had violent tormina, and were in a much worfe con- 
dition than thofe in whom the flux began at an early period, 
Almoft every one, on their firft being feized, complained of a 
bitternefs in the mouth, and a continual inclination to vomit, 
Many brought up a bilious matter immediately after the cold 
fit. Some vomited very violently the firft day, and were re- 
lieved by it. Many retained the propenfity to vomit, even in 
the progrefs of the difeafe, and continued to caft up, with 
great benefit till the fourth day. ‘Thofe who from the begin- 
ning of the diforder, had fought for refuge in wine, and other 
hot things, brought up every thing they took into their fto- 
machs, almoft daily, complained of a heart-burn, and were 
in the greateft danger. The hot fit immediately fucceeded 
the cold; and in very bad cafes, fome had the firft day an in- 
tolerable head-ach. At firft the fever generally appeared to 
be fmall; but in the courfe of the diforder, became more con- 
fiderable. In the moft violent cafes of the difeafe, however, 
and where there was the greateft danger, the fever was fome- 
times not obfervable, and the pulfe extremely weak. In lefs 
violent kinds the fever was often very high. In fome patients 
Dr. Zimmerman has feen a delirium on the firft day of the 
diforder ; in others a continual lethargy, which attended fre- 
quently in defperate cafes, and was particularly conftant in 
children. The bad forts of this dyfentery lafted fometimes 
from fourteen to fixteen days, efpecially when proper evacua- 
tions could not be made during the firft days of the diforder ; 
but moft of the patients recovered in five or fix days. 

As the author appears to have inveftigated the nature of this 
difeafe with great accuracy, fo his method of cure was equally 
rational and fuccefsful. We fhall exhibit fome extraés from 
the account of his general and particular methods of cure, and 
their effects. 


‘ The principal indication in each patient, was the quick eva- 
cuation of the corrupt bilious matter. 

* In the beginning, I effected this by a vomit, that confifted at 
moit of forty grains of ipecacuanha, and the weight was dimi- 
nifhed in proportion to the age and other circumftances of the 
patient. I ordered it to be taken in a fpoonful of warm water, or 
weak camomile tea, drinking two tea-cups full of the fame im- 
mediately after, and as often as the vomit enfued, repeating the 
like quantity of the drink. 

‘ Stronger emetics than thefe I did not find fit for my purpofe ; 
with milder I fhould have done nothing at all; befides it is well 
known, that ipecacuanha does not relax rhe folids, while it empties 
the ftomach and abdomen, and that it has fomething in it re 
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makes it preferable to others. The new manner of giving it ir 
{mall dofes, does not always fucceed, and it often operates very 
roughly ; though it muft be allowed, that for reafons very ob- 
vious, fmalf dofes have fometimes as much effect as great: given 
inthe manner as I gave it, ‘it excites the vomiting three or four, 
or even eight times, This vomiting took away the ficknefs, and 
the more gall there came away, the more fervice it did; I have 
even on the third day of a confirmed, though not very violent 
dyfentery, with forty grains of ipecacuanha, brought away from 
a farmer’s daughter fuch an aftonifhing quantity of bilious matter, 
that the dyfentery was entirely fubdued at once. With moft per 
fons the emetic got away pretty much of this matter; the excretion 
of blood was commonly for a time either ftopped, or at leaft lef- 
fened, the tormina was immediately more eafy, and the ftools lef 
frequent, though this alleviation remained but a few hours. The 
patients were in a very bad condition indeed, when this fhort ree 
lief did not follow at all; otherwife this ufual confequence of the 
yomit was a good prefage. 

‘ I likewife always gave an emetic with good fuccefs, when I 
was not fent for tilla week, a forthight, or more had paffed from 
the beginning of the difeafe, in cafe I fufpected a corrupt matter in 
the ftomach, and there was neither inflammation nor fuppuration 
in the bowels. More than one I never gave; perhaps I did 
wrong ; but even this one was very ill taken of me. Sometimes, 
compelled to it by contrary indications, I began the cure without 
the emetic, and purged fo much the more violently for it with 
good fuccefs. To children that were extremely young, I very 
wrongly gave no emetic. : 

‘ After having given the vomit in the morning, I ordered them 
to fet out in the afternoon with the following drink: take two 
ounces of barley, and boil them up with an ounce of cream of tara 
tar, intwo pints and a half of water, till the barley burfts; then 
ftrain it through a linen cloth, and fet the liquor by, which 
will amount to about a quart, to be drank warm at proper inter 
vals, during the firft afternoon, and the whole fucceeding night 
throughout. I leffened the dofe of the cream of tartar according 
to the age of the patient, though I moftly ftuck to the proportion 
before-mentioned. 

‘ On the fecond day in the morning, I gave to adults three 
ounces of tamarinds, boi!ed up for the fpace of two minutes, with 
half a pint of warm water, and ftrained off; to children two 
ounces, and to very {mali infants one. This gently opening me- 
dicine directly brought on the ftools, more copioufly than before, 
but after this their number was generally diminifhed; fometimes 
the tormina went quite away, but for the moft part, were at leaft 
greatly alleviated. A large copious excretion produced by this 
medicine, had always an excellent effect. Inftead of tamarinds, 
I fometimes gave Sedliz faits to the quantity of an ounce, or an 
ounce and a half, with the like fuccefs. During the night, I re. 
peated the barley-water with the cream of tartar: on the third 
day, I gave {til! the tamarind decoétion, if the malady was not fuf« 
ficiently diminifhed, otherwife I put it off till the fourth day, and 
ordered nothing further in the mean time, than the barley-water 
with cream of tartar. 

* I gave the peafants pretty often after the emetic, on the aftef- 
noon of the firft day, a drachm of cream of tartar, with the like 
quantity of rhubarb ; the iame dofe on the morning and evening 
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of the fecond day, and the morning of the third. Sometimes, I 
divided this into fix dofes, anc ordered the whole fix to be taken by 
the fourth day, while, at the fame time, I prefcvibed the barley - 
water in the fame manner ; I diminifhed the dofes likewife in pro- 
portion to the patient's age. The fuccefs was not bad ; for by 
means of a vomit given at the beginning, two drams of powdered 
rhubarb, with the like quantity of cream of tartar, and the com- 
mon barley-water, with an ounce of the fame falt, I have done 
many people great fervice in three days time, and have in this 
manner even perfectly cured a woman fourfcore years old of the 
dyfentery By this method, however, the pains did not fo foon 
remit ; but on the contrary, grew much more violent, which did 
not happen when I omitted the rhubarb. 

¢’The cream of tartar and tamarinds did not only occafion no 
pain, but very much diminifhed it, when they proved fuficiently 
purgative. They had alfo this advantage over rhubarb, that by 
means of their acidity, they atted very powerfully againft the pu- 
trid fever; while, on the contrary, rhubarb, except a deterfive, 
and (as it appears to me) not very antifeptic power, can boaft of 
nothing more, than of being capable of contracting the fibres, 

‘ In obftinate and tedious cafes, by means of an opening medi- 
cine, confifling of three ounces of tamarinds, the ftools became 
lefs frequent in the very height of the diforder, and the patients were 
always relieved. So far. from being weakened by this purge, I 
perceived that they grew ftronger and more alert than they had 
been before; when their bowels were diftended with putrid 
matter. 

‘ In general, the tamarinds hada much quicker and better ef- 
fe& than rhubarb alone. So far from caufing pain, they alle- 
viated it very much, and accompanied with the cream. of tartar 
during the intervals, finifhed the difeafe in three, or four days, 
even when the attack was very violent. Notwithftanding the 
emetic, the ftools grew very copious and of a bad appearance 
fome hours afterwards, the pains great, and the wearinefs of the 
members very confiderable. But very often all thefe fymptoms 
fuddenly vanifhed on purging the patient with tamarinds. 

* As faft as each fymptom of the dyfentery decreafed, and at 
Jength vanifhed, I perceived that the fever in like manner de- 
creafed and vanifhed. .It took a faft hold, and even grew very 
confiderable, when the putrid matter was not evacuted in fufi- 
cient quantities directly at the beginning. I made ufe of no other 
remedy for it, than thofe which I have already indicated. They 
were fufficiently capable of correcting and evacuating the bilious 
matter, and thus likewife of putting an end to the fever. 

‘ After the emetic I fometimes too gave cream of tartar, rhu- 
barb, and tamarinds by turns, with good fuccefs. But J was guilty 
of an error in not being content with tamarinds, and the other 
medicines alone, when I had omitted the rhubarb. 


In his obfervations on the effeé&ts of too early an exhibition 
of opiates, the author coincides with other writers. 


‘ I always looked upon it as dangerous to give opium in the 
dyfentery, before the fuel that fed the fire of the diforder, was 
burnt out. 1 endeavoured, therefore, to find out a method of 
giving opium, in thefe obftinate and extraordinary painful cafes, 
with as little prejudice as poffible. This happened for the mof 
part to be of benefit, but was not always without prejudice. 
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¢ The laudanum liquidum Sydenhami, given to fix drops in lin- 
feed-tea every fix hours, to a pale young gentieman about nine 
years old, who, for fome years, had been plagued with worms, 
foothed, indeed, his violent pains on the eighth day-of the difor- 
der, after a hearty evacuation, but it very much increafed his fe- 
ver, though, at the fame time, I ordered him every three hours, 
day and night, a large fpoontul of tinéture of rhubarb prepared 
with water. It caufed likewife, in this child, an endeavour to 
yomit, as it reftrained the putrid matter fill remaining behind, 
and indeed brought on a downright vomiting. But all thefe in- 
difpofitions vanifhed on the repeated ule of the tamarinds, cream 
of tartar, powder of rhubarb, and on totally laying atide the lau- 
danum. 

‘ Sixteen drops of the laudanum Sydenhami, givento a young 
man of Brugg, after copious evacuations made on occafion of his 
being afflicted with violent pains in the bowels, excited anxious 
dreams, and a pretty {mart pain in the joints, while that in the 
belly ceafed entirely; however, this pain in the limbs vanifhed 
the next day. Eight drops in the evening, and the fame quantity 
at midnight, were, on the contrary, afterwards of good effect in 
the very fame perfon; he had no pains in the joints, nor in the 
belly, no dreams, lefs fleep, and feven ftools during the whole 
night, inftead of an hundred, and fifty or two hundred, which he 
had had before every night. Yet the diftemper grew long and 
tedious, and continued on him a fortnight; this I afcribed to the 
Jaudanum, which to be fure eafed the patient, but by the very eafe 
it gave, lengthened the diforder. This is the only one among all 
my patients, who had the prolapfus re¢cti at the end of the difeafe ; 
but he foon recovered, and remained from that time perfeétly freth 
and healthy. 

‘In four other cafes I have obferved, that the laudanum 
Sydenhami given after proper evacuations, alleviated the pains, 
and leffened the number of ftools without {topping them entirely ; 
I began then immediately with the rhubarb. Whence appears, 
that it fometimes had the advantage of fomewhat diminifhing the 
ftools, without putting a ftop to them, and in the mean time of 
taking away the pains: but without rhubarb given in the intervals, 
or juft after, it was very plainly pernicious.” 


Dr. Zimmerman obferved, that rhubarb, given in powder, 
did not purge fufficiently in the beginning of this diforder. 
That it always increafed the pain, (which however did not 
happen on taking it in tinéture,) and the number of ftools 
was not much diminifhed by its ufe. Mixed with cream of 
tartar, he remarked that it purged more brifkly, though ftill 
with much pain ; but tamarinds evacuated quickly, copioufly, 
and without bringing on frefh pain; and dire&tly after their 
operation, the frequency of ftodls was leflened. Thofe to 
whom he gave an emetic in the morning, and afterwards that 
evening, together with the fubfequent ‘morning and evening 
half a drachm of rhubarb, always recovered more flowly than 
fuch as had taken at the fame time a great quantity of cream 
of tartar with barley water. From thefe obfervations the au- 
thor concludes, that the phbyficians who look upon rhubarb 
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as the moft fuitable purge in dyfenteric cafes, on accouit of 
its poffeffing at the fame time a laxative and corroborating, of 
rather an aftringent power, do fo without fufficient grounds ; 
for that rhubarb, in a dyfentery, attended with a putrid fever; 
without the addition of acids; by fuffering the diforder to pro. 
ceed in its own courfe, is, by no means a fpecific in that dif. 
temper. We muft obferve, however, that in different fpecies 
of the dyfcntery, different remedies ate proper; and Dr. Zim. 
merman himfelf, in another part of the treatife, fubfcribes to 
the juftnefs of this remark, As the epidemic dyfentery of 
1765, was attended with a very putrid difpofition of the hu- 
mours, purgative medicines, of an acefcent nature, were ex- 
perienced to be moft generally beneficial ; but rhubarb wag 
found to have advantageous eéffeéts towards the end of the dif- 
order. Our author’s obfervations on the appearance of the 
matter difcharged in the dyfentery, are rational and worthy of 


attention. 

‘ —The excrements in the dyfentery, of which we treat at 
prefent, do not merely confift of corrupted gall; befides, all that 
a man Voids of a green or yellow colour, is nct pure gall, fince 
one drop of bile colours an aftonifhing quantity of water. They 
are very often white, and perfectly refembling pus, though it is 
for thé moft part a great error to take this matter for pus. For it 
is well known, that the inteftinal glands, in the fame manner as 
thofe of the urine bladder, when torn: with the ftone or gravel, 
are capable of yielding a greater quantity of fluids, and thofe of 
a quite different nature than in health; this humour is, in both 
cafes, a flimy white matter. On coniparing thefe remarks with the 
foregoing, it is manifeft, that ftools of this kind may be produced 
by an acrid bilious matter adhering to the bowels ; and that, as 
my obfervations in the firft "chapter fufhciently fhew, in a bilious 
dyfentery attended with a putrid fever, the excrements may be 
even perfe&tly white. From this appears, by the bye, how ridicus 
Joufly fome people conftitute different fpecies of the dyfentery, 
from the different colours of the excrements, and treat them by 
quite different methods. 

The particles of fibres and membranes, that often come away 
in the dyfentery, hanging fometimes a foot long from the poor 
patients, and are confidered as the inner coat of the inteftines, are 
in reality very feldom any part of them, but often nothing elfe than 
an infpiilated mucus. Great anatomifts have demonftrated to us 
the paflages, through which this mucus comes into the inteftines, 
and withal, that a jubftance can come out of the blood into them, 
by which this mucus is coagulated, and under the appearance of a 
flefhy, membranous, or fat body, paffes into the ftool, when, at 
the jame time, not the leaft ulcer in the bowels is to be perceived. 
Ido not, however, deny, that the tunica villofa of the inteftines, 
is not alfo fometimes abraded, and comes away with the excre- 
ments. I am likewife fenfible, that the bowels are in this diforder 
apt to be ulcerated; but fo late, that this matter is changed intoa 
s. or. is fo canfounded with blood and mucus, that 


putrid thin pus, 
one cannot poflibly fee it. Hence we may perceive, how often 


phyficians deceive the:nfelves and others ; when they, in the very 
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firft days of the diforder, miftake the forementioned mucus for 
pus, the fibrous and membranous fubftances for figns of the lace- 
ration of the internal tunic of the inteftines, or of an ulcer in thofe 
parts; and thus in abilious dyfentery attended with a putrid fever, 
entirely omit purgatives, and give the patient over to death. 

‘ The bilious, putrid, and corrofive matter, incloled, as it were, 
in the cavities of the inteftines, irritates them fo much, that often 
the openings of the blood veffels into the inteftines are widened ; 
fo that pure blood runs out, and mixes itfelf with the ftools. 
Thus there may be blood in the excrements, without the leaft 
perception, or even fufpicion of inflammation in the bowels; it 
may alfo flow in great quantities, without their fuppuration en- 
fuing: hence appears the reafon, why, when even the excretions 
are bloody, there is no need to be afraid of expelling the bilious 
irritating matter with a vomit and purges, and why it fo often 
arrives, that a vomit alone puts a itop to this flux of blood. Nor 
is an internal heat, which the egregious Mr. Rahn, in his work on 
the dyfentery, affirms to be an infallible mark of a violent in- 
flammation of the bowels, any more a fign thereof, than bioody 
ftools; for I have removed this fymptom lhkewife by means of ta- 
marinds, which evacuated the corrofive bilious matter, while, in 
cafe of the flighteft inflammation, this ardor had been violently ine 
creafed, 

The laft chapter. of this volume contains remarks, and 
more determinate conclufions, with regard to the diagnofis and 
cure of moft fpecies of the dyfentery. The work in general 
is replete with practical obfervations, and we would retom- 
mend the perufal of it to all who are defirous of being inti- 
mately acquainted with the rational treatment of that diforder. 





Ill. The Hiffory of a Voyage to the Malouine (or Falkland) [/ands, 
made in 1763, and 1704, umder the Command of M. de Bou- 
gainville, in order to form a Settlement there; and of two Voy- 
ages to the Streights of Magellan, «vith an Account of the Pa- 
tagonians: Tranflated from Dom Pernety’s H:forical Journal, 
eritten in French. Iiluftrated with Copper- Plates. 440. 155. 
Jefferys. 


We are {till fo imperfeétly acquainted with the fouthern 
hemifphere, that a voyage to that part of the world ne- 

ver fails of exciting the expectation of fome important confe- 
quence to the public. The naturalift, in particular, is deeply 
interefted in an expedition which, he hopes, will greatly enlarge 
our knowledge-of the animal and vegetable kingdoms. The 
fpeculative philofopher rejoices at the profpect of obtaining 
new information concerning the opinions and manners of peo- 
pie who have been bred up in total ignerance and barbarity ; 
while the politician is folicitous for the difcovery of a Terra 
Incognita, which may extend the commerce of his country. 
From the laft of thefe motives this voyage of M, de Bougain- 
Vor. XXXI1i, September, 1771. N ville 
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ville was undertaken. After tne ceffion of all Canada to Bri. 
tain, at the conclufion of the Jaft war, he conceived the de- 
fign of indemnifying France for that lofs, if poffible, by& 
difcovery of the fouthern continent, and thofe large iflands 
which lie contiguous to it. A perufal of lord Anfon’s Voyage 
round the World, it feems, fuggefted to him the propriety of 
attempting to explore the Malouine iflands, and form a fettle- 
ment there. The project being communicated to the French 
miniftry, was approved of. To carry it into execution, M, de 
Bougainville caufed a frigate and a floop to be built at St, 
Malo at his own expence, and applied to Dom Pernety, the 
writer of this Journal, to accompany him on the intended ex. 
pedition. They fet fail from St. Malo, September 1, 1763, 
in the Eagle frigate, with a crew of a hundred men, in com- 
pany with the Sphinx floop, whofe crew confifted of forty. 
The obfervations in the Journal, from the time they left Se, 
Malo, till they arrived at the ifland of St. Catharine, relate 
chiefly to fifhes, of which the flying-fifh, the bonito, the 
thunny, and the porpoife, appear to have been the moft nu- 
merous and remarkable. We fhall extract M. Pernety’s ac- 
count of the thunny and bonito, as containing fome remark- 
able circumftances, and as the defeription of the former dif- 
fers from what is given by M. Valmont de Bomare, of the 
thunny in the Mediterranean. 


‘ In thofe, the thunny, we caught, the fcales are neither large 
nor broad, nor the back of a blackifh caft, but of a fine deep blue, 
which brightens infenfibly towards the fins, which are fhaped like 
f{cythes, and placed near the gills. ‘Thefe two fins, as well as the 
two {maller at the bottom of the belly, are of a very deep grey, or 
bluifh black, inclining to grey. That on the back, and the two 
on the belly, fituated at about two thirds of the length of the 
body, are of a goid colour, as well as fome parts refembling the 
teeth of a faw and extending from the fins to the tail, which is 
arched. On the outfide, their gills do not appear to be double. 
Their fhout, which is not thick, is pointed, and has fmall teeth 
that are very fharp. M. Valmont fays, that this fifh dies foon 
after it is out of the water. That which I delineated, lived near 
half an bour hung up by the tail near the main-malft. It would, 

robably, have lived much longer, if, by ftruggling to difengage 
itfelf, it had not difgorged its heart, which fell upon deck in my 
prefence, and on taking it into my hand continued its palpitation 
near a quarter of an hour. In voiding it, it difcharged a great 
quantity of blood through its gullet, fome drops of which | hate 
reprefented upon the furface of the lawer jaw. Its flefh is fome- 
thing like veal; but drier and more firm. 

‘ The bonito is a large fifh: its figure from the head to three- 
fourths of its length is round, from thence it begins to grow 
flatter, and terminates in a pretty thick tail, which is forked, and 
like that of other fifhes As it has little or no neck, it has two 
fins which are pretty long, but not broad in proportion to the 


bonito, On the back isa fia, which, as it approaches towards - 
tall, 
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tail, feems to form there, as well as on the oppofite part under the 
belly, triangular projections of a gold colour. On each fide are 
placed two other fins of a blue colour, terminating in a point at 
the tail. Two finall fins appear under the belly. The back is of 
a very deep blue, which grows brighter towards the middle of the 
body. The belly is white with a caft of greenith yellow, and is 
variegated with feveral ftripes of a greyifh colour, which feem to 
be blended together prumifcuoufly. The eye is jarge, and has a 
circle of gold round the pupil. Its head is not fo long as that of 
the thunny. It is neceffary to lard it well, as its fleth is very 
dry. 
: Thefe fifth always appear in fhoals; the fea fometimes feems to 
be intirely covered with them. They are caught with the fpear, 
ora hook baited with an artificial flying-fih. The flefh of the 
bonito, which is taken on the coaft of the kingdom of Angola, 
is faid to be hurtful. In the middle of the fleth of fome we found 
fome live worms. They were white, of the thicknefs of the 
barrel of feathers in a hen’s wing, and about four lines in 


length.” 
The author’s account of the porpoife throws likewife fome 
new light on the natural hiftory of that fihh. 


‘ Porpoifes almoft always are found in fhoals, fwimming in a 
line, as if they were drawn up for an engagement. They feem to 
go in fearch of the wind; for we remarked that in a fhort time 
after they had pafied us, the wind would rife on that fide, to 
which they dire¢ted their courfe. There 13 no fifh perhaps. con- 
- fidering its fize, that has fo much ftrength as the porpoife. Among 
thofe which which we ftruck, two or three difengaged themfelves 
from the harpoon, either by tearing their backs or breaking the 
harpoon itfeif ; although the {pike was as thick as a man’s thumb. 
Thofe we took did always force tht iron, and one of them twifted 
it like the end of a fcrew. There is a ftrong {mell] attending this 
fifh, as well as the fhark, and it is fo permanent, that after the 
difféftion I made, my hands were not free from it in three days, 
though I wafhed them very often with vinegar.’ 


Amidft many interefting obfervations, M. Pernety is not ex- 
empted from the general fault of journalifts, in giving fome- 
times a minute detail of trifling incidents. The account of 
the Baptifn of the Line, which all thofe undergo who have ne- 
ver before pafled the equator, may, perhaps, be reckoned a 
fubje& little worthy of relation. However, it being a farce 
univerfally performed in European fhips on that occafion, tho’ 
not exactly in the fame manner, M., Pernety may be excufed 
for giving it a place in his journal, and we fhall prefent our 
readers with the account of that ludicrous ceremony, as far as 
regards M. de Bougainville. After a week of preparation, and 
afolemn meflage fron the Bon-bomme Ja Ligne, the important 
ritual was thus conducted. 


¢ About two o'clock in the afternoon, they began by placing a 
bathing tub full of fea-water and two buckets on the quarter deck ; 
athwart, from the ftarboard to the larboard fide, they ftretched a 
rope, which they called the lize, the fame they ufed for founding 5 
then the drums was beaten for every body to aflemble, The wea- 
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ther proved very feafonable for the ceremony, for it was extremely 
bot. Near the gangway, which leads to -the ftate-room, was 
placed a bench covered with,the quarter cloths, which had ferved 
the evening before to caparifon the courier’s horfe; and this was 
to be the feat or throne for the lord governor of the line, his 
chancellor, and the vicar, who was to adminifter the baptifm. 

‘ When every body was aflembled, a voice conveyed through a 
{peaking trumpet called out from the main-maft top: “ What is 
the name of this thip I fee below within my dominions? The 
Eagle, anfwered the captainwho commands her? M. le Che. 
valier de Bougainville. I am very glad of it, it will give me 
pleafure to admit him into my fociety, according to. the efta- | 
blifhed forms and ceremonies. I received an accofft of him 
yefterday, and as a teftimony of my fatisfaction, am coming 
down into his fhip with all my court —A la bonne heure, re- 
plied M. de Bougainville, a fea phrafe to exprefs, that one under- 
itands what has been faid, and that one approves of and confents 
to it. 

‘ Upon this a failor, who had no other covering than a pair 
of tarred breeches, and on his fhoulders the fkin of a theep with 
the wool on, {tained with red and yellow in large blotches, with a 
cap on his head made likewile of the fkin of a fheep painted, with 
a pair of bull's horns faftened on the top, and feveral pieces of 
wood blacked, and feathers of turkies and fowls upon it; his 
breaft, arms, legs and face, being ftained in the fame manner with 
red and yellow colours, diluted in oil, and large black whitkers ; 
this failer, I fay, thus accoutred came down from the main maft 
top by the throuds on the larboard fide, with an iron chain round 
his middle by way of a girdle; in one hand he held the end of this 
chain, and in the other a pot-hock. 

‘ Six cabbin boys marched before him naked, painted from 
head to foot with red and yellow, fome of them in blotches, others 
in crofs bands after the manner of the favages. 

‘ As foon as they came on the quarter-deck, the failor drew 
them up in order, placed their thumbs on the rope, and made 
them dance for a quarter of an hour tothe tabor. After this they 
approached the bathing tub, and the failor threw feveral buckets 
of water over them. 

* This ceremony being finifhed, the defcent of the lord governor 
ot the line was announced by the throwing of white kidney 
beans, for fugar plumbs, from the main maft top on the quarter 
deck. The bon-homme la ligne, preceded by his whole court, 
tock the fhme route as the failor and the cabbin boys; he de- 
fcended flowly and majettically. His court was compofed of the 
jecond mate, the boat{wain, the pilot, and the gunner. The firft 
mate reprefented the bon-homme la ligne. He was covered with 
white theep fkins fewed together fo as to make a garment of one 
piece His cap, which was compofed of the fame materials, came 
down over his eyes. A quantity of tow mixed with wool, ferved 
him for a peruke and a beard. He had a falfe nofe made of 
painted wood. Inftead of a ribband, he wore acrofs his fhoulders 
a (tring of trucks of the parrels, as large as goofe eggs. 

‘ His attendants were drefled up much in the fame manner, ex- 
cept that fome of them had their arms or their legs naked, and 
painted red and yellow, as likewife their faces ornamented with 
large black whitkers, and long wooden nofes. One carried a mace, 
or club fuch as the favages ule, another a bow, a third an ax, 
anda fourth a calumet. Near the ‘lord governor was hfs chan- 
, cellor 
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cellor bearing the fceptre, which was a fort of mop, fuch as is 
ufed in fpunging a cannon, after it has been fired. The cock- 
{wain drefled like a woman, and painted with coarfe red paint 
mixed up in oil, ftood clofe to the bon homme, who called him 
his daughter. Astothe vicar, he was cloathed in a fort of linen 
robe, covered with pitch and tar; a cord about the thicknefs of 
one’s thumb ferved him for a fafth. He-wore a fquare cap of 
jpalteboard blacked over, a mafk of the fame, and a linen gown 
painted red, and carried a book in his hand. One cabbin bo 
had a fquare cap painted red and black, another held a wooden 
cenfer, hanging by packthreads platted in the fhape of a chain, 
and in the other hand a chafing difh with fire to heat the perfumes, 
which were made of pitch andtar. A third cabbin boy carried a 
bow and and an arrow; and a fourth a bafon and watering pot 
full of fea water for the baptifm. : 

‘ The whole proceffion being come down upon the deck, and 
the crew affembled there, the lord governor defired a conference 
with the commandant, who immediately advanced to receive him. 
« You are welcome hither, M. le Chevalier; I am happy to fee 
you, faid the bon-homme la ligne: excufe me if I do not make 
youa long compliment; my lungs are fo feeble, I can fcarcely 
fpeak. You muft not be furprifed at this; for I am 7763 years 
old: it is even with difficulty that I can write. I have therefore 
ordered my fecretary to do it for me; and here isa letter, which 
will acquaint you with every thing I had to fay to you, as well 
as my chancellor. Iam come down from my palace on purpofe 
to admit you into my fociety. I hope you will make no fcruple 
of {ubmitting to the ceremony of being baptized agreeable ta 
the cultom on this occafion.” M.de Bougainville received the 
letter, read it, and replied ala bonne heure. After this he fa- 
luted the daughter of the bon-homme, and after congratulating 


. * . oS . 
him on his having fo handfome a daughter, drew near the line, 


or rope, which was ftretched acrofs. The officers of the bon- 
homme accompanied him to it, and the Jord governor feated him- 
{elf on his throne with his daughter and his chancellor. 

‘ ‘The officers tied M. de Bougainville’s left thumb on the fine 
with a red ribband. The reft of us gathered round, viz. Meff. 
de Nerville, de Belcourt, |'Huillier and my(felf, and they tied our 
left thumbs with the fame ribband. 

¢ The vicar witha folemn air, and with his book in his hand, 
approached M. de Bougainville. At the left hand of the vicar was 
the {cepter-bearer of the lord governor; and at his left hand two 
cabbin boys dreffed like favages; one of whom carried a plate 
covered with a napkin folded, to receive the tribute, which is 
called ranxfom, becaufe they content themfelves with pouring a 
{mall quantity of fea water on the heads of thofe who raniom 
themfelves, inftead of plunging them in the fea, as is done in the 
punifhment of ducking: the other held a bow in one band and a 
cenfer in the other. The cenfer was a piece of wood, hollowed 
in the fhape of a porringer, with three handles, and fufpended by 
three pieces of cord, The cultom of dipping in the fea in pers 
forming this ceremony of baptifm is abolifhed: it having been 
confidered that that practice might be attended with much dan- 
ger on account of the fharks, which are aptto lurk near the fhips, 
and carry away a thigh at leaft from any unfortunate perfon, 
whom they happen to feize. In lieu of this, they have fubftituted 
the baptifm of the bath, or bathing tub, on the edge of which 
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they caufe the perfon to fit, who has not ranfomed himfelf, or 
whom they have a mind to plague. 

‘ Things being thus fettled, the vicar addrefled himfelf to M. 
de Bougainville in the following manner: * In order to be ad- 
mitted into the noble and puiffant fociety of the lord governor of 
the line, it is neceflary to. enter into certain preliminary engage- 
ments, which you will promife to obferve. Thefe engagements 
have nothing for their objeé&t but what is entirely reafonable.” 
ss A Ja bonne heure,” replied M.de Bougainville. ** Do you 
then promife,” purfued the vicar, ** to be a good citizen, and to 
that end to labour at the work of population, and not to fuffer 
young women to languifh away their timé¢, whenever a favourable 
opportunity fhall offer itfelf?—-I do promife-—Do you promife 
never to lye witha failor’s wife? I do promife.—Do you promife 
to cauife the fame engagements to be taken, and the fame, or 
fimiliar ceremonies to be obferved by all thofe who have not 
patied the line, when they happen to be with you ?—I do pro- 
mife.—Put your hand then upon this holy book in token of your 
obligation.” M.de Bougainville laid his hand ona cut, which 
reprefents a genius or angel and a young girl tenderly embracing 
each other. It is the cut at the 47th page of a book intitled, 
Sentimens d’ un Chretein, touché del amour de Dieu. At the bottom 
of the cut is this fentence: quis mihi det te fratrem meum fugentem 
ubera matris mea & inveniam te foris & deojculer te. Cant. 8. The 
vicar went to the lord governor of the line, and reported to him 
that M. de Bougainville had taken the engagements: to which 
the bon homme anfwered: dignus cf intrare in noftro dséo corpore: 
admittatur. ‘The vicar then returned to M. de Bougainville and 
faid ; the lord governor of the line is pleafed to admit you into the 
fociety of which he js the head, and has ordered me to receive 
you therein dy adminiftration of his baptifm. What is your name? 
ea faid M de Bougainville. Very well; ego, xomine reveren- 
difimi domini domini & ferenifiimi prafidentis equatoris te, Ludavice, 
admilto in focietate ejus. In pronouncing thefe words, he fprinkled 
over his head fome drops of fea water. Then they untied M. de 
Bougainville’s thumb, who put fome money in the plate under the 
napkin, and the vicar threw incenfe on him.’ 


This Journal contains many particulars of the natural hif- 
tory of the ifland of St. Catharine, and of Brazil, as well as 
of the cuftoms of the inhabitants. It would appear, that the 
young women of Brazil refemble thofe of ancient Lydia in 
point of incontinence before marriage ; but without acquiring 
their dowries by proftitution, as was the pradlice among the 
Lydians, The following anecdote affords a ftriking example 
of lewdnefs and chaftity in one and the fame’ people. 

Among the Brazilians, the girls before marriage not only give 
themfelves up freely, and without any fenfe of thame, to unmar- 
ried men, but even their parents offer them to the firft comer, and 
carefs their lovers exceedingly ; infomuch, that, perhaps, there 
is not one girl who is a virgin at the time of her marriage. On 
the otliey hand, when they have once given their promife, which 
is the only ceremony on that occafion, they are no longer folicited, 
neither do they liften to any other addrefles, . 
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The dance, named Calenda, which the voyagers faw per- 
formed at Montevideo, is, perhaps, the moft laftivious of all 
that ever were invented. It is fo agreeable, however, even to 
the Spaniards of America, and become fo common among 
them, that we are informed it has been introduced into their 
atts of devotion, and that they dance it in the church, and in 
their religious proceffions. Nay, the nuns themfelves fcarce 
ever fail to dance it on Chriftmas-eve, upon a ftage ereéted in 
their choir, oppofite to the grate, which is left open, that the 
people may partake of the fight; but they do not admit men 
to dance with them.—The following is .a defcription of this 
bacchanalian entertainment. ' 








































‘ It is danced to inftrumental as well as vocal mufic, by two, or 
by feveral perfons together. They are all difpofed in two rows, 
one before the other, the men oppofite to the women. Thofe who 
grow tired, as well as the {pectators, form acircle round the dan- 
cers, and the mufic. Some one of the dancers fings a fong, the 
chorus of which is repeated by the fpectators, with clapping of. 
hands. All the dancers keep their arms half raifed up, jump, 
turn round, make contorfions with their backfides, advance within. 
two feet or thereabouts of one another, then fall back in time, 
till the found of the mufic or tone of the voice brings them toge- 
ther again. Then they ftrike their bellies one againit another two 
or three times following, and retreat afterwards, whirling about, 
to begin the fame motion over again, with jelts, which are ex- 
tremely lafcivious, indicated by the found of the inftrument or 
voice. Sometimes they mix their arms, turning round two or 
three times, and continuing to ftrike themfelves upon the belly, 
and to kifs each other, without being in the leaft out of time.’ 


The account of the gigantic ftature of the Patagonians, cor- 
refponds with what has been related by commodore Byron 
on that fubje&t; and the indelicacy of their appetite appears 
to be proportionable to their fize. They devoured candles with 
great eagernefs, and were regaled with the oil of fea-wolves. 

In this voyage, M. de Bougainville had the good fortune to 
arrive fafe at the Malouine, or Falkland iflands, of which he 
had gone in fearch. But no Hefperian plains rewarded the 
toils of the adventurer. ‘The favannahs of Canada muft ftill 
remain uncompenfated ; and the expedition, upon the whole, 
may be reckoned equa!ly abortive with that of the brave Sir 
Walter Raleigh, when he failed with ardent hope for the golden 
mines of Guiana. 

M. de Bougainville’s laudable attempt, however, though not 
produétive of the commercial advantages expefted from it, has 
proved the means of difcovering a fingular race of people, of 
whofe exiftence we were formerly ignorant. ‘The Journal like- 
wife contains many obfervations regarding natural hiftory, and 
the editor feems to have fpared no expence in ijluftrating the 


work with accurate plans and engravings, 
N 4 After 








184 — Archbifbop Secker’s Sermons on feveral SubjeBs. 


After all, it muft be owned, that this work is fometimes 
fuperficial, frequently prolix, and in fome parts inaccurate. 
Thefe imperfeftions, we have reafon to believe, will be reme- 
died, in a great meafure, by the ingenious Mr. Forfter, whofe 
tranflation of M. de Bougainville’s Voyage round the World 
is now in the prefs. 





IV. Sermons on Several Subje&s, by Thomas Secker, ZL. D, 
late Lord Archb:/bop of Canterbury. Publifbed from the ori- 
ginal Manufcripts, by Beilby Porteus D.D. and George Stinton, 
D.D. bis Grace’s Chaplains. Vol. V. VI. VIl. 15s. White. 


N the difcourfes of this eminent prelate, we have not, what 

many readers chiefly admire, a variety of new and uncom. 
mon obfervations, refined and ftriking fentiments, bold and 
animated conceptions, or the traces of a warm imagination 
and a lively genius ; but we have, what is truly valuable, the 
practical do&rines of Chriftianity fertoufly and folemnly 
inculcated in a ftrain of cool, fedate, and manly reafoning ; 
a fober, unaffected piety ; a venerable and apoftolical fimpli- 
city. 

Thefe three volumes, now publifhed, are the laft of the au- 
thor’s works which will be printed. The fifth and feventh cone 
fift of Sermons on the Feftivals, On Keeping the Sabbath, On 
Anger, Lying, Patience, Contentment, Refignation, Thankf- 
giving, Reputation, Equity, Moderation, and other impor- 
tant fubje&s, 

The fixth volume contains a feries of Difcourfes on Scrip- 
ture, on the Englifh Liturgy, and the tenets of Popery. 
Some of thefe, the editors inform us, they once doubted whe- 
ther it would be advifeable to publifh ; but that, as feveral of 
the author’s friends who had heard them preached, and re- 
ceived great fatisfafion from them, were extremely defirous 
to have them all colle&ed into one volume, and added to the 
reft, they were induced not only to give them a fecond and 
more careful examination, but to fubmit them to the perufal 
of a perfon of high rank in the church, and acknowledged 
abilities, who thought them much too ufeful and inftru&tive 
to be fupprefled; efpecially as both the nature of the fubjedts, 
and the manner of treating them, gave them fome affinity to 
his grace’s Lefures on the Church Catechifm. On thele 
grounds they are now prefented to the world. 

* Tn the fixth fermon, yo]. v. preached on Innocent’s-Day, our 

author thus anfwers an objection, that has been alledged againtt 
the authenticity of the account, which we have in the fecond 
. ‘chap- 
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chapter of St. Matthew, of the infants flain by Herod, in and 


near the town of Bethlehem. 


‘It may be wondered, if Herod was guilty of fo execrable a deed, 
that no ancient hiftorian fhould record it, and paint it in its due 
colours, as they have done many things, which deferved it lefs: 
but fhould all, excepting St. Matthew, omit the mention: of it*. 
Now, in truth, there is no ancient heathen hiftorian of thofe times 
extant, befides Suetonius: whofe work is only a brief account of 
the lives of the twelve Cafars; in which a narrative of this kind is 
by no means to be expected, And, were all the hiftorians of that 
age remaining, Judea Jay at the extremity of the Roman empire, 
nor was, in Herod's reign, a province of it, properly fpeaking: 
the fmaller internal affairs therefore of fuch a petty diltrict would 
be little regarded, amidit fo many of greater importance. And, 
though the murder of a number of innocent babes excites in us, 
with the utmoft reafon, the ftrongeft pity and horror; yet, alas, 
the cafe was far otherwife during the days of pagan darknefs ; 
when, in the moft civilized nations, parents deftroyed, or expofed 
to deftruction, their own children at pleafure, how ftrange foever 
it may feem, without fcruple and without punifhinent. 

¢ But further, it doth not appear, that any other old authors 
ever did write the life of Herod, or the biftory of his reign, than 
Nicolas of Damafcus, and Jofephus. Now the work of the former 
is loft. And he was not only a courtier and domeftic friend of 
Herod, but was employed as embaflador to Auguftus, to defend 
him in his life-time, and his character after his death, fromm im- 
putations of tyranny and cruelty, brought before that emperor by 
the Jewifh nation ¢. This man therefore neither would be in- 
clined to relate fuch things of him in his book; nor could do it 
indeed, without condemning himfelf for having been his apologift. 
Befides, he was fo fhamefully partial to him, as to deduce his ge- 
nealogy from a noble Hebrew family; though it was notorious, 
that his father was an Edomite f. 

‘ As for Jofephus: he wrote at the diftance of above go years 
after the fact: which we are apt to confider, as taking away 
many more lives, than probably it did. Bethlehem was not a 
large place: whether its territory was, we know not. The order 
given could be only againft the male children. Herod, we are 
told, flew all thefe, under a certain age: that is, all whom the 
meffengers of his bloody purpofe found. But poflibly, going on 
fo fhocking an errand, they might not be defirous of executing 
their orders with the utmoft fecrefy and ftriétnefs. Or, if they 
were ; the alarm, once taken, would quickly fpread; anda con- 
fiderable proportion undoubtedly be carried away, or concealed, 
The fabulous legends tell us indeed of vaft multitudes killed; 
but alledge no fufficient proof of their affertions§. And the wifer 





‘* Jofeph Scaliger is faid to have denied the genuinenefs of this 
oart of St. Matthew. Anfaldi hath defended it, in a book, intituled, 
Herodiani Infanticidii vindicide, 4°, Brixie, 1747. ; 

‘ + Jofeph. Ant. 1]. xvi. c.g. §4. & ec. 10. § 3. &1. xvii. c.g. 
§4&c. 11. § 3. & Bell. Jud. lin. c. 6. § 2. 

‘ t Jofeph. Ant. J. xiv. c. 1. § 3. 

* § Jerom faith, Herodes, Scribe & Pharifzi, prouno infante multa 
parvulorum millia trucidarunt. Com. in If. 1.3. c. 7. vol. tv. p. 112. 
éd, Veron, But he lived about g00 years after the time, And a 
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authors, even of the Popifh communion, difregard and ridicule 
them. Now, fuppofing the number of the flaughtered infants to 
be fmall; the memory of what a few villagers had fuffered, might 
eafily, when printing was unknown, and writing not near fo 
common as now, be, in much lefs time than go years, quite bu- 
ried under the ftories of the many large executions, which the 
tyrant had made, of perfons more noted. Or it might be induf- 
trioufly ftifled by the unbelieving Jews, to prevent it from bein 
of fervice to the caufe of Chriftianity. Or indeed it might be 
utterly overwhelmed by the total deftruétion of their country, 
with the flaughter of millions, which had happened before Joe. 
phus began to compile materials for -his book. It is therefore 
extremely poflible, that this maflacre, though perfectly true, 
might never come to his ears: or, if it did, yet not with any cer- 
tainty. And, if his information about it feemed to him rather 
doubtful, he did wifely in pafling it over. © 

* But fuppofing him ever fo fure of it; he might think proper 
only to involve it covertly in a general account of the butcheries of 
Herod about this time; occafioned, as he faith, which is ex: 
ceedingly remarkable, by the expectation of anew king *. For 
he might be unwilling, or even afraid, to offend the pofterity of 
that monarch, with one of whom, Agrippa, he was intimate, by 
the exprefs relation of a barbarity fo unmanly: and might think, 
that he had fufficiently given his readers to underftand Herod's 
character, without faying more +. If the teftimony concerning 
our Saviour, aferibed to him, be genuine; his omitting to name 
thefe children will be an objection of fmall weight againft the 
gofpel hiftory. And if that teftimony be not genuine; 1t will be 
no wonder in the leaft, that he, who, for the fake of paying court 
to Vefpafian, as the foretold Meffiah, could fapprefs the mention of 
Jefus, and his miracles, fhould avoid to record a fact, which muft 
have brought the fame Jefus in view, under that character; and 
Bethlehem, as the place where the Mefhiah fhould be born{. He 
hath been filent, in other parts of his work, for much lefs reafons, 
about many confiderable things, of which he muft bave known the 
truth §. Indeed it is fo frequent in all biftories for one author 
to pals over things, even of great confequence, which another 
relates, that, if this were to be made a ground of fufpicion con- 
cerning the articles thus omitted; fcarce any author could pre- 
ferve his credit, and certainly not Jofephus: for in very much of 
what he delivers, he ftands entirely fingle, and unfupported. 





he afflerts, what the leait reflection would have fhewn him was falfe, 
that the {cribes and pharifees were guilty of this fact, he deferves 
no credit in what lay more out of his knowledge.’ 

¢* Ant. 1. xvii. c. 2. $4. 

‘ + Jofephus, in his own life, §. 65. faith, “ It is neceflary, that 
a hiftorian fhould write truth : but he may allowably avoid charg- 
ing on fome perfons their il] a€tions with bitternefs: not for their 
fakes, but for that of his own moderation.” But he faith this, 
not in relation to Herod, but to excufe himfelf for not having ex- 
poftulated till then with Juftus, on the falfehoods contained in his 
hiftory of the Jewifh war, publifhed before that of Jofephus. 

¢ ¢ Perhaps for alike reafon Juftus never mentioned the Chri- 
ae though they made no contemptible figure then in Pa- 
eftine. 

¢ § See Ottii Spicileg. in Jofeph, 


An- 














Archbifbop Secker’s Sermons on feveral SubjeBs. 187 


Another material confideration is, that as he wrote long after St. 
Matthew, whofe Gofpel muft have been well known in Judea; 
he might, and furely would, have contradiéted him in this point, 
if he could: which he hath not. 

¢ It may be added further, that Macrobius, a Roman writer, 
who lived indeed a confiderable time after both of them, in the 
beginning of the fifth century, but faith he compiled his perfor- 
mance out of earlier books; and who, by putting Syria inftead of 
Bethlehem, fhews, he did not borrow this part from the New 
Teftament; and who, being a heathen, was not partial to the 
gofpel hiftory ; mentions Herod's: murder of the children, asa 
known truth *, And his joining another fact with it, which pof- 
fibly happened at a month’s diftance from it, is by no means 
enough to difcredit his teftimony: which will be greatly con- 
firmed, if we believe Sixtus Senenfis, a learned man, who lived 
two centuries ago, and faith he read the fame account with that 
_ of Macrobius, in a part, now loft, of Dion Caffius, a Pagan 
hiftorian, 100 years older than Macrobiusft. A book alfo, of une 
certain date, written in Hebrew bya moft virulent Jew, admits 

erod to have done this deed f. 

‘ But whatever may be faid concerning the omiffion of it by 
others, poffibly you may wonder, that all the evangelifts, except- 
ing St. Matthew, fhould omit it. For they all relate the fame 
matters, in feveral inftances of lefs moment: but then thefe were 
chiefly, if not folely, matters which came to pafs after our Sa-~ 
viour’s public teaching began, and at which they were prefent. 
St. Luke and St. John have cach of them many particulars, and 
even St. Mark hath fome, which none of the reft have. And 
plainly no one of them undertook to publith a complete hiftory 
of our Saviour’s life: but each wrote thofe occurrences, which he 
knew or remembered beft, or judged the moft needful to be in- 
ferted in his narrative. What the beloved difciple faith of his own 
gofpel, may be extended to each of the former. Many other things 
Fefus did, (and doubtlefs other perfons did in relation to him) 
which are not written in this book: but thefe are written, that ye may 
believe §. ‘The fact now before us was not the moit anenles to 
be known. Had St. Matthew likewife been filent about it, our 
faith would ftijl have had abundantly fufficient evidence. But 
when he had related it, there was lefs need, that the gofpels, 
which came after, fhould. And perhaps the greater wonder fs, 
that fo many fuch things are repeated in them, than that fo few 
are. 

‘ But hence arifes one very natural and important obfervation 
more: that St. Matthew could have no temptation to forge a ftory, 
which was no way affential to his defign, and might have been f 
eafily difproved when he wrote, if it was not true ; efpecially, as he is 
underftood to have written in Judea. Or, if he had been fo rath, 
the early writers againft Chriftianity would have charged him with 





‘ * See, concerning thefe particulars, Maffon’s Appendix te 
bihhop Chandler’s Vindication. 

‘ + See Dr. Gregory Sharpe’s Argument in Defence of ‘Chrifti- 
anity, p. 41. 

* ~ Toldoth Jefchu, publifhed by Huldrick at Leyden, 1705, 
8v0. p. 11,12. But perhaps he might take the fact from St, Mat- 
thew, only perverting it, as he doth abfurdly, to his own purpofe. 

‘ § John xx. 30, 31. Xxi. 25, | 
it, 
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it, and the early writers for it endeavoured to defend him: and 
there is not the leaft appearance of either.’ 


The nine fermons on the War and Rebellion, publifhed in 
the year 1758, by the author himfelf, when he was bithop 
of Oxford, which were out of print, are now reprinted, by 
the bookfellers, with the addition of the Anfwer to Dr. May- 
hew, and the Letter to Mm Horace Walpole. This volume, 
together with the Fourteen Occafional Sermons, printed by his 
grace in 1766, the two volumes of Le€ures on the Church 
Catechifm, one of Charges, and feven of Sermons pub. 
lifhed fince his death, complete his grace’s works in Twelve 
Volumes, Oétavo. 





V. Difcourfes on the Parables of our Blefféd Saviour, and the Mi- 
racles of the Holy Gofpel. With oecafonal Illuftrations. Jn Four 
Volumes. By Charles Bulkley. 8v0. Vol. J. 55. fewed. Horsfield. 


V E do not remember that we have feen any difcourfes on 

our Saviour’s parables, preferable to thefe of Mr, 
Bulkley. The author has explained and illuftrated his fub- 
jeéis in a clear and cafy manner. His ftile is perfpicuous and 
corre&t, and on proper occafions, lively and animated. His 
obfervations are manly and rational, and his religious notions 
free from any tin€ture of bigotry or enthufiafm. 

In the firft fermon he lays before. his readers fome remarks 
on the nature and defign of parables, and the manner of in- 
terpreting them. 

‘ Our Savior, he fays, addreffed himfelf to the multitude 
in parables, becaufe, confidering their great averfion to moral 
inftructions, this gradual, infinuating method was moft likely 
to anfwer the end aimed at, namely, their reformation and 
amendment: and for the very fame reafon, fables, parables, 
and allegories have been made ufe of by magpy others, who have 
applied themfelves to the inftruGion and reformation of man- 
kind. Several inftances of this kind we have in the Old Tef- 
tament: but I would refer your thoughts particularly to that 
of the poor man’s ewe lamb addrefied by the prophet Nathan 
to king David on occafion of his complicated crimes, adultery 
and murther; becaufe here we have an obvious illuftration 
drawn from real fa& of the meaning of thefe phrafes, ‘‘ fee- 
ing they fee not, and hearing they hear not ;” the meaning, 
I fay of thefe phrafes, as defigned to fignify and denote the ten- 
dency and ufefulnefs of parabolical reprefentations : how aptly 
do thefe terms exprefs the very condu& of David upon this oc- 
cafion, ‘ fecing he faw not, and hearing he heard not ?” he 
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immediately faw the iniquity and barbarity of the rich man’s 
proceedings 5 ; his heart was in a moment fired with indignation 
at the thought of it, and fuppofing it to be a real accufation 
brought againft one of his fubjeéts, he pronounced the fevereft 
fentence of condemnation againft the man, who had ated a 
part fo villainous and bafe ; but he was not at firft aware, that 
this was an exact defcription of his own conduét and behavior : 
and for this very reafon, and in confequence of his not per- 
ceiving it immediately, he was brought at length to perceive 
it fo much the more forcibly ; withoyt at all apprehending 
himfelf to have been concerned in the affair, he pronounces a 
fentence of condemnation, which he could not decently retract, 
when he afterwards found it in reality to be pronounced 
againit himfelf.. And with refpeé to parables in general, 
hear what Sencea, a wife and learned heathen, has obferved, 
“ they,” fays he, {peaking of former writers, who difcourfed 
with fimplicity and plainnefs, and for the fake of reprefenting 
things in the moft demonftrative and convincing light, 
‘© abounded with parables: (that is the very word he makes 
ufe of) ** Which, fays he, ‘* I think are neceffary, not for 
the fame reafon which induces poets to make ufe of them, but 
as helps to our weaknefs, and for Jeading the learner or the 
hearer to a clearer conception of the fubjeét before him *.” 

In this difcourfe our author explains feveral paffages which 
feem to imply, that our Saviour delivered himfelf to the mual- 
titude in parables, with a defign to conceal the truth and doc- 
trines of religion from their eyes, as a punifhment for their for- 
mer obftinacy and wickednefs. 

In Ifaiah vi. g, 10. we have this paflage: * Go, and tell 
this people, hear ye indeed, but underftand not, and fee ye 
indeed, but perceive not; make the heart of this people fat, 
and make their ears heavy, and fhut their eyes; icft they fee 
with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and underftand with 
their heart, and convert, and be healed.’—The meaning of 
thefe words, fays Mr. Bulkley, is evidently this, * tell this 
people, that they have hitherto been deaf to all your warn- 
ings aad exhortations, point out to them in the ftrongeft man- 
ner their hardnefs of heart and dreadful perverfenefs of tem- 
per, and for the future let this be your rule ; make the heart 
ot this people fat, and make their ears heavy and fhut their 
eyes;” that is, confider and reprefent them to yourfelf as a 
people obitinately bent againft all religious inftruction, and 
deeply averie to every thing that appears to carry in it any 





* Illi qui fimpliciter, & demonftrande rei causa eloquebantur, 
parabolis referti funt, &c, Epift. 59. 


defign 








190 Bulkley’s Difcourfes on the Parables. 


defign for their reformation ; as a people ftupidly dull and in- 
fenfible with regard to moral truth. In the very fame fenfe of 
the word make, our Savior fays; ‘‘ either make the tree 
good, and its fruit good, or elfe make the tree corrupt, and 
its fruit corrupt ;” that is, confider and reprefent the charac- 
ters of men, your own, efpecially, confiftently and with pro- 
priety. St John himfelf likewife {peaks in this manner, ‘¢ if 
we fay, we have not finned, we make him, that is, God, a 
liar ;” the meaning is, we do in this cafe reprefent the divine 
Being as exhibiting himfelf to mankind in a falfe, deceitful 
light, namely, as pardoning fins, which upon this wild, ex- 
travagant fuppofition, his creatures were never guilty of, 
Now agreeably, I fay, to this kind of phrafeology, the words 
of the prophet fpoken in the name of the Lord, are to be un- 
derftood : ‘* make the heart of this people fat, and make 
their ears heavy, and fhut their eyes;” that is, confider and 
reprefent them to yourfelf as a people deeply and habitually 
indifpofed to all religious difcipline and moral inftruétion, 
and addrefs your exhortations and counfels to them accord- 
ingly, and it is this particular part of the paflage to which 
St. John alludes, when he fays; ‘* he has blinded their eyes 
and hardened their hearts that they fhould not fee with their 
eyes, nor underftand with their heart and be converted and 
I fhould heal them ;” that is, he, the prophet laid it down, 
under a divine diregétion and command, as a certain maxim, 
that their eyes were blinded to fuch a degree, and their hearts 
fo dreadfully hardened, that it was, next to impoflible, a 
matter of the extremeft difficulty, to make them in any effec- 
tual manner fenfible of the truths and principles of religion: 
and this the evangelift obferves might with equal propriety be 
affirmed concerning thofe obfiinate rejecters of the gofpel of 
whom he had juft been fpeaking.’ 

Our Saviour fays, Matt. xiii. 15. ‘ This people’s heart is 
waxed grofs, their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they 
have clofed, left at any time they fhould fee with their 
eyes, &c.’ 

Here we fhould imagine our Saviour meant, that the mul- 
titude had clofed their eyes, left they fhould fee any dif- 
agreeable truths. But Mr. Bulkley thinks, that the original 
word (vyzore) which in this paflage is rendered //, fhould 
be tranflated peradwenture, or if peradventure, as it is ren- 
dered, 2 Tim. ii. 25, and that the Hebrew word rendered 
likewife /ef, in our verfion of Ifuish vi. 10. might agreeably 
to its derivation, and to the ufe of it in other parts of the 
Old Teftament, be rendered, peraaventure, or if pefibly As 


if our Saviour had faid, I fpeak to them in parables, if per- 
adventure 
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adventure, by being thus infenfibly and unawares led to a 
more ferious and deliberate attention to religious truths, and 
to a fuller and more ingenuous conviction of the depravity of 
their own hearts, than could be expected from any other me- 
thod of inftruétion, they fhould fee with their eyes, and hear 
with their ears, and be converted, and I fhould heal them.— 
But whether this interpretation be juft, or fallacious, we leave 
the critical reader to enquire, as we have not leifure at prefent 
to enter into a difquifition of this nature. : 





VI. The Religious Eftablifoment in Scotland examined upan Protef 
tant Principles: A Tra@, oecafioned by tbe late Profecution agajuft 
the late reverend Mr. Alexander Fergufion, Miniffer iw Kil- 
winning. 8wo. 4s. Cadell. 


Yael our readers may be enabled to comprehend the oc- 
cafion of this work, it is neceflary to inform them that, 
in Scotland, the clergy have for fome time been divided into 
two religious parties, diftinguifhed by the names of the Orthe- 
dox and Preachers of Morality. A few years ago, a clergyman 
of the former denomination preached and publifhed a fynodi- 
cal fermon, in which he proceeded upon the controverted 
points, with all the fervour of a mind actuated by a violent at- 
tachment to puritanifm. For this difcourfe, he was repre- 
hended, in a letter fubfcribed A.B. which was caufed to be 
delivered to him in the prefence of that prefbytery, of which 
he was a member. It was read publicly; and though the 
animadverfions it contained on the uncharitable cenfures, ard 
inflammatory condu& of many of the orthodox party, were 
allowed by all men of candour to be juft and well founded, 
the writer was threatened with a profecution. Difregarding 
the menace, and ftudying both to vindicate himfelf and anfwer 
more effectually the purpofe he had intended by the letter, he 
ordered it to be printed in the Scots Magazine. A copy of it 
is publifhed in an Appendix to this volume, which we are 
forry the limits of a Review will not admit of being laid be- 
fore our readers at full length. Some idea, however, may be 
formed of the fubje&t from the following extra&, taken from 
the Preface of this work, where the author relates the confe- 
quences which followed the publication of the latter. 

‘ This was the fignal of difcord. Extemplo turbati animi. \n 
return for the wholefome, and feafonable corre&tion which he 
had beftowed upon enormities long complained of ; Mr. A. 
B. what could he expe lefs? was immediately overwhelmed 
With a torrent of holy abufe, It is incredible to conceive 
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what a number of confciences were ftung upon this occafion, 
It would appear, from the noife which arofe, and the en- 
gines which were put in motion, that there was hardly an 
orthodox brother in Scotland who did not apply more or lefs 
of that letter to himfelf. This circumftance alone convinces 
me of the propriety of its publication. The gentleman to whom 
it is addrefled, was confoled by numerous fympathies. He 
had reafon to fay, that it was not directed at him in parti- 
cular; that it was a general caufe. The world faid fo too, 
Accordingly, like a true party-man, he became extremely 
paffive. In the mean time, clamour fucceeded clamour, and 
publications were heaped on publications. The authors of 
the Scots Magazine never had a more numerous correfpon- 
dence. Averfe atfirft, from motives of delicacy, to infert a 
letter which feemed rather calculated to promote mirth than 
inflame refentment; they afterwards, with lefs fcruple, ad- 
mitted pieces {welled with virulence, and the channel of their 
magazine became ftained with a tide of rage and foul lan- 
guage. 

‘ It was not the letter itfelf which attra&ed my attention 
fo much as the noife which enfued, and the fubfequent pro- 
fecution. When I firft read that letter in the magazine, I 
confidered it merely, what it really is, as a private reproof 
from one chriftian to another ; and as names were concealed, 
and only faéts fpecified, I confidered the circumftance of its 
being publifhed as having no other effect than making the 
reproof general. But the party again{t whom it was direéted, 
not receiving the reproof, it would feem, with the fubmiffion 
which became them, and having been ever as zealous to 
make heretics as profelytes, found it convenient to confider it 
in another light, Contrary, as I thought, to all the rules of 
gratitude, they inftantly made it a church affair; and medi- 
tated to return the reproof in fuch a manner, as that they 
might ftand unreproved by their brethren, for ever after. 
For this purpofe the ufual methods were purfued. Mr. A. B. 
was loaded with the formidable charge of herefy. A debate 
was commenced in the Magazine, and a profecution opened 
in our church courts, and a fama clamofa excited through the 
kingdom, as if the chriftian religion had been denied, or, 
which is worfe, as if the confeflion of faith itfelf had been 
burnt by the hands of the common hangman. 

‘In perufing their performances, it was the manner in 
which thefe gentlemen reafoned which principally ftruck me. 
They charge Mr. A. B. with having publicly attacked fome 
of the capital doétrines of this church, the very doétrines to 


to which he had fubfcribed his folemn affent at his admiffion 
to 
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to the miniftry.' Granting it to be fo—what is the conduc 
which the love of truth natural to man, not to mention the 
fpirit of chriftianity claimed by proteftants, points out on fuch 
an occafion ? Is it not that, previous to all things, it fhould 
be examined whether thofe doétrines which he has fo confi- 
dently contefted are juft or not? We, in particular, who 
have fo many fatal inftances, drawn from the experience of 
former ages, in our eye, fhould certainly have fome {cruples 
to profecute, or punifh, or cohdemn aman in any refpedt, be- 
fore this enquiry be made, left we be afterwards found to have 
punifhed him for fpeaking the truth. Was this the condu& 
obferved by Mr. A. B’s adverfaries* Inftead of this, they treat 
him in the molt conffituticnal manner; as a heretic, a dif- 
fembler, as prefumptous, as perjured—in fhort, there is no 
repeating, without blufhing for our fellow-creatures, the epi- 
thets with which they loaded him, 

‘ The world will be curious to know what Mr. A. B. had 
done to deferve all this abufe. hat were the unlucky ex- 
prefions which had fo greatly ifritated, and drawn down upon 
him the vengeance of thofe mafters of Old Englifh? Why he 
had faid, “* that God makes us good, and we make ourfelves 
wicked; that our Saviour did not fuffer eternal death; that 
it is unchariable to judge harfhly of our brethren in the affair 
of fubfcription ; that declaiming again{t patronage has a ten- 
dency to create difturbance in the country; that the doing 
public pennance is not an apoftolical inftitution; that human 
fyftems of divinity are not to be put in balance with the fcrip- 
tures; that partial interpretations of the word of God are 
pernicious to truth; that it would be an advantage to mini- 
fters of the gofpel to ftudy the original languages; and, 
finally, which was worft of all, he had afferted, in exprefs 
terms, that the apoftle Paul was a better divine than door 
Witherfpoon.’ 

While the literary war fubfifted between the two parties, a 
profecution for herefy was commenced in the ecclefiaftical 
courts againft the reverend Mr. Ferguffon, the author of the 
letter in queftion ; which was conducted in the moft uncontti- 
tutional manner, and with that violence which diftinguithes 
the proceedings of clerical tribunals in fimilar cafes. Fora 
particular detail of the procefs, we mult refer our readers to 
the preface of this work. It is fufficient to obferve, that the 
profecution ended in the exculpation of Mr. Ferguffon. 

‘ Such, fays our author, was the iffue of this formidable 
procefs. A procefs which was begun, and forced into our 
church courts by a party who glory in an uniform oppofition 
to moderation, At firft, popular, it rofe to an alarming 
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height; and was afterwards precipitated into ruin chiefly by 
the zeal of its fupporters. The odium, for fome time, ram 
high againft Mr. Ferguflon. Every voice was exalted, and 
thofe who could not difapprove of his opinions, blamed his 
imprudence. The whole trial affords a memorable example 
of the fpirit of eftablifhment ftraggling with the fentiments of 
the age. Some circumftances were favourable for Mr. Fer- 
guffon. His honeft character, his age and infirmities, his 
numerous connections among the clergy, above all, his un- 
cominon generofity in giving away his whole ftipend to young 
men of merit whom he employed as his affiftants, were power. 
ful advocates in his favour; and, afiitted by the abfurd vio. 
lence of his enemies, enabled him to withitand the affault,. 
and at laft to repel it. Perhaps there were few minifters in 
our church, befides himfelf, who could have fuftained ir, 
Even 4e could boaft of no vidtory. After exhaufting his whole 
ftrength, he was obliged, as the condition of his peace, to 
join his enemies upon the ground of the conftitution. With 
all our lights, his friends defpaired of faving him but by re- 
fufing the charge. Our church knows-as yet no other means 
of repelling a herefy procefs.’ 

After concluding the hiftory of this procefS, which feems to 
have thrown the church of Scotland into great agitation, the 
author proceeds to a difcuffion of the prefent ftate of ecclefi- 
aftical difcipline in that kingdonr. ‘The fubjeé he firft enters: 
upon is that of Subfcription, which is treated of with parti- 
cular accuracy. Tle remarks in the firft place, that the Weft- 
minfter divines, who compofed the Confeffion, were, in their 
own tninds, no friends to-fuch efiablifhments as the orthodox 
contend for. That fo far from being unanimous, they were 
divided into fa&ions, who difered widely in their opinions, 
and entered diffents and protefts. He farther obferves, that 
the advice which the fame aflembly gave to the parliament im 
their time, runs in the following terms. 

© They only advife, ** that the perfon>te be ordained be 
afked of his faith in Jefus Chrift; of his perfuafion of the 
truth of the reformed religion according to the {criptures, and: 
of his zeal for the truih of the gofpel, and unity of the church, 
againit error ‘and {chifm.” ‘This I thinkeis an evident pre- 
fumption that the majority of that afiembly were againft im- 
pofing human teits, and making fubfeription to their cone 
feflion a neceflary term of communion either to: minifters or 
other chriftians.—In chapter xxxi. fect. 4. of the Confeffion it- 
felf, we have the following exprefs ceclaration in their own 
words, ‘* All fynods and councils fince the apoftles times, 
whether general or particular, may err, and many have erred: 
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‘*herefore, they are not to be made the rule of faith or practice, 
but to be ufed as an help, in both.” This fhews explicitely 
what the fenfe of thefe divines was concerning the degree of 
authority with which it is proper to inveft confeffions. It 
fhews what their fenfe was of the authority of their own con- 
fefion in particular, and the ufe which it would be proper to 
make of it in this nation. All human compofitions of this 
kind are to be ufed as an help, not asa rule. Words cannot 
be more exprefs. In like manner, the different prefaces pre- 
fixed to the confeffion and dire&tory proceed upon the fame 
rinciple ; and with this view, recommend them particularly 

to the heads of families. Speaking of the ufe of the directory 
to minifters, their words are—‘* Our meaning therein being 
only, that the general heads, the fenfe and {cope of the 
prayers, and other parts of public worfhip, being known to 
all, there may be a confent of all the ehurches in thofe 
things that contain the /udfance of the fervice and worfhip of 
God; and the minifters may be hereby direfted in their ad. 
miniftrations, to keep like foundnefs in doétrine and prayer, 
and may, if need be, have fome help and furniture, and yet 
fo as they become not hereby flothful and negligent in ftir- 
ting up the gifts of Chrift in them; but that each one, by 
meditation, by taking heed to himfelf and the flock of God 
committed to him, and by wife obferving the ways of divine 
providence, may be careful to furnifh his heart and tongue 
with further or other materials of prayer and exhortation, ag 
fhall be needful: on all occafions.”” Here one may difcern the 
fame moderate fpirit as in their fentiments of the confefflion. 
They recommend it in genera/, as tending to promote unifor- 
mity, and as a 4e/p, which, howéver, they fay exprefly was 
hot meant to fuperfede the exercife of their own judgment.— 
The reafon which they affign in the fame place for abolifhing 
the English liturgy, and fubftituting the directory in its piace, 
is a reafon which fubfifts equally ftrong in every age, and 
which they muft have feen might, in fome future period, be 
alleged with equal juftice for fetting aftde that direfory like- 
wife, and introducing a new one. It is no other than the ad- 
vantages, in point of knowledge, which they flattered them- 
felves they poffeffed over the compofers of that liturgy. They 
beftow great encomiums on thefe primitive reformers, They 
acknowledge that they redrefied many things which they, in 
their time, difcovered to be wrong ; but then though they al- 
low this, they deny that their reformation was complete. They 
give a reafon why it could not be complete. They exprefly 
mention, ‘* that, in their own times, God had vouchfafed 
more and better means for the difcovery of error and fuperfti- 
O2 tion, 
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tion, and for attaining knowledge ;. and they ate perfuaded 

that the firft reformers themfelves, if they were then alive, 

would join them in the work, and unite their endeavours to 
bring the church to a ftill greater degree of purity.” 

The author next fhews in what fenfe fubfcription to the 
Confeflion of Faith was ratified by the aéts of parliament ; 
and demonftrates, that the general aflembly of the Church of 
Scotland, has made unwarrantable ftrides to ecclefiaftical def- 
potifm, by extending the formula of the Confeffion to a lati. 
tude in which they were not authorized by the civil power. 

It would lead us to too great a length to confider this exa- 
mination of the religious eftablifhment in Scotland, with: that 
degree of attention which the importance of the fubject re- 
quires. We fhall therefore only obferve, that the author has 
condudted it with decency, fpirit, and ftrength of argument; 
and we heartily concur in our approbation of that liberality of 
fentiment which he difcovers, in afferting the freedom of pri- 
vate judgment, and the fuperior authority of Scripture to 
every ecclefiaftical impofition. It was difcuffions of this 
kind which produced the Reformation ; and the interefts of 
religion can never be endangered by an inquiry into the abufes, 
which have either continued or been introduced into the 


church fince that time. 





VIL. The Inefficacy of Preaching; or, Government the beft Inftruc- 
tor. Being an Attempt to prove, on the Tefimony of paft Ages, 
and the Experience of the Prefent, how little either Poets, Hif- 
torians, Philofophers, or Divines, have ever contributed to the 
Reformation of Mankind. Tranflated from the Original of a cee 
Iebrated French Author. 8v0. 35. Wilkie. 


HIS treatife, we are told, appeared at Paris in the yeat 
1766, under the title of La Predication, and was re- 
ceived with great applaufe. The author appears to be a man. 
of extenfive reading, and a benevolont difpofition ; a friend to 
virtue and mankind. 

He traces the effects of preaching from the beginning of 
the world; and endeavours to prove, that under whatever 
form it is viewed, whether in the lefions of philofophy, the 
examples of hiftory, the enthufiafin of poetry, the oracles of 
the gofpel, the precepts of the fynagogue, the zeal of patri- 
archs, or the in{piration of prophets, it never has, nor ever 
can form a virtuous people. 


‘ Enoch, fays he, fpared neither remonftrances nor menaces 5 


but how fruitlefs was his zeal! the parting look he gave the Cai- 
nites 
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nites when he was taken up into heaven, was a mixture of forrow 
and defpair.— 

¢ The evil that followed is ftill more amazing .... All fleth had 
corrupted its way; the earth was covered with abominations ; 
and the eyes of God could behold nothing but iniquity. It was 
then that the patriarch Noah began his preaching, which continued 
an hundred and twenty years, and the reprefentation of the laft 
twenty ought to have added weight to his inftruction. The pul- 
pit from whence he fpoke, from whence he thundered, was an 
ark, which announced the fubmerfion of mankind. Mankind 

ermitted him to preach on, and were drowned.— 

‘ The names of Sodom and Gomorrah will be ever mentioned 
with horror; and yet Abraham exerted his utmoft zeal to perfuade 
the guilty citizens to avert that fhower of fire which at length de- 
ftroyed them. 

‘ It does not appear that preaching did more fervice to private 
families than to the public. Jacob, whofe twelve fons were de- 
ftined to be the fathers of the chofen people, the heads of the twelve 
tribes of Ifrael, inftruéted them undoubtedly both by precept and 
example ; yet in fpite of his exhortation, Juda committed inceft 
with Thamar his daughter-in-law ; Ruben defiled his father’s bed ; 
and Jofeph was fold by his brethren, who thought they thewed him 
favour in {paring his life. 

‘ Iam at a lofs to difcover from whence-the poets, who were the 
firft theologians of fo many nations, drew their golden age. If it 
was a golden age, innocence muft have been the bafis of it, and 
preaching would then be needle{s ; but perhaps it is its fate to be 
ufelefs in every ftate of human nature. Thofe tender and humane 
minds that retrace the original purity of the golden age, reproach 
men of the iron age with the deftruction of animals which ferve 
both to feed and cloath them. ‘The tyger, that tears in pieces the 
ox, did not fubfift by his labour ; the wolf, that devours the theep, 
never drank of its milk, nor was warmed by its fleece. Man is 
become the lion of the field, the devourer of all animated nature ; 
and would to God there was no room, with the philofopher of Sa- 
mos, to lay any other excefles to his charge! He not only dares 
drink the blood of animals, his benefactors, but he laughs at the 
calamities of his own fpecies, and fports in their deftruction. It 
is well enough known that the xraof the iron age began with 
Cain. 

‘ When the prophetic age arrived, preaching affumed a tone 
adapted to the increafing diforders of the times; and Jeremiah, 
witnefs to the cruelty, injuftice, facrilege, impiety, and abomina- 
tions, which infected the throne, the fanétuary, and people of all 
degrees, raifed his infpired voice, arraigning kings, priefts, and 
plebeians, with eloquence, feverity, and equal freedom; and 
curing four reigns employed, by turns, every power of perfuafion 
and terror. Did he make protelytes? Let us hear his own decla- 
ration. ‘* O Lord, Thou haft deceived me, and I was deceived; 
Thou art ftronger than I, and haft prevailed; I am in derifion 
daily, every one mocketh me. For fince I fpake, I cried out, I 
cried, violence and fpoil: becaufe the word of the Lord was made a 
reproach unto me, and a derifion daily; but I will fpeak to them 
no more in the name of the Lord, let me fee Thy vengeance on 
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« All the prophets that preached from Jeremiah to the fore. 
runner of the Meffiah, might make, and have made, the fame. 
complaints. Itis not for us worms of the earth, children of dark. 
nefs, blind in the book of life, to afk, Why the Light of the 
World, the Word incarnate, did not purify the earth ‘by the fire 
of his doctrine? Why, after his death, the Gentiles and Jews con. 
tinued what they were before. We know that he fent the apoitles 
to preach to all nations; but we know likewife that the nations, 
inftead of hearkening tothem, putthem and their immediate fuc- 
ceflors to death; fome upon the crofs, others by fire and fword ; 
and that, until the days of Conitantine, few converts were mad¢ 
by preaching. 

‘ We mutt here diflinguifh between the converfion of the un- 
derftanding and that of the heart 5 between the eftablifhment of a 
new mode of worfhip, and the eftablith ment of manners. This re- 
mark is of importance with refpect to the {cope of this difcourfe, 
and I thall have occafion to refer to it. , 

¢ Conftantine, being well difpofed, and affifted by the preachers, 
fpread Chriftianity over thofe extenfive countries that were under 
the dominion of the Roman empire. Clovis introduced it into 
Gaul, Charlemagne into Germany, Hermenigilde into Spain, 
Micoiflaw into Poland, the emperor Bafil into Raflia, and Ethel- 
bert into Great Britain.—A fine triumph for the ecclefiaftical hifto. 
rians. Methink s 1 hear Gregory of Tours exclaim: * Cait thine 
eyes over Gau!, and obferve in the temples on ee! fide erected 
to the true Ged, thofe — that cro{fs, that jacrifice, thofe fa- 
craments, thoie P ublic prayers, thefe humiliations, “th fe marks of 
pe eniten ce, that | hierarchy of a: to preferve the facied depofitum 
of the faith.” 

ee perceive them very plainly, but at the fame time I fee 
kings and queens with crofies on their foreheads, eo crimes in 
their hearts. I obferve a Clovis, with a crofs on s forehea ad, 
fhedding the blood of five princes his relations, to pe pofie effion 
of their inconfiderable territories ; ; I fee a Thierry with a crofs on 
his forehead, precipitate king Hermantroy from the top of a tower, 
after depriving him of his kingdom ; a Clodimir, with a crofs on 
his forchead, ordering the king of Burgundy to ra murdered in 
ty ; a Clotaire, with a crofs on his forehead, after having ob- 

ned.a victory over his fon, commanding him mer) his family to 
ie burned j in a cottage, from whence they implored his mercy; a 
Fredegonde, a ten. la with crofies on their foreheads, the 
{candal of their own fex, and the execration of ours. At the fame 
time I fee barbarous laws npesteda thofe of the Romans; I fee 
the honour of women, an: the lives of men, fet ata price in mo- 
hey ; punifhments compzted, and every poftible crime fixed at a 
compofition. Every thing under the yoke of the victorious and 
converted Franks makes reflection fhudder ; nothing but appref- 
fion, devattation, mi tery, and rapine. Did not then this religion, 
fo pure and holy, preach unfuccefsfully ? Things were not better 
3n other places.. People changed their religion, but not their 
manners; and vices and crimes full continued the topics of 


hiftory.’ 


The author confiders the inefficacy of preaching in modern 
filmes ; and then proceeds to fhew, that, with refpect to the. 
2 refar- 
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xeformation of mankind, the labours of Homer, Virgil, Lu- 
can, Taflo, Camoens, Milton, and others, who have preached 
in heroic ftrains, have been equally vain and infignificant. 


‘ Of all the epic poets, Milton, he fays, has chofen the fublimeft 
fubject, and the moft proper for a preacher. His plan is immenfe! 
It comprehends the councils of the Almighty, and the whole cre- 

tion; thofe torrents of light and pleafure which flowed for the 
angels, while they-continued faithful; that fea of fire, wherein 
their rebellion plunged them ; their malice againft man, innocent 
and happy in the garden of Eden. It defcribes their attempts to 
ruin him, and their fatal fuccefs ; the dreadful effects of his tranf- 
greflion ; the air overfpread with thick clouds; winds let loofe; 
ftorms raging ; tempefts heaving up the fea ; volcanos burfting into 
flame; the earth withholding her fruits; war preparing her 
fcourges ; force overruling all; tyranny advancing to its throne; 
famine men: acing; difeafes deftroying; and death, which termi- 

nates not this fcene of univerfal mifery; heaven fhut, and hell 
opening for unhappy mortals, who fhall be born only to fuffer,; 
and to fuffer, becaufe {pringing from a guilty father. 

‘ But I injure Milton: his | poem, from the invocation to the 
end, is a fublime and affe&ting fermon; adifcourfe of the Almighty 
in a language of fire; a facred enthufiafm. The Englifh began to 
read it in the reign of Charis II. and it was precifely at this pe- 
riod, that the ailurements of riches luxury, and debauchery, 
made Ene gland more than ever forget ‘the fall aad -punifhment of 
man. 

‘ But not one nation alone is interefted in the fubject of this 
poem; the concern is univerfal, on a point the moft important, 
Accordingly all Europe reads Paradife Loit. It ftrikes, and afto- 
niikes ; but does it work reformation? net in the leatt.’ 

Other poets have imagined, that morals, brought into aion» 
would operate with greater férce, than a bare recital: and cer- 
tainly to read, and fee, are two very different things. Thea- 
trical reprefentations make their way through every fenfe, and 
reach the foul.—Tragedy and comedy, however, have been 
tried, yet, fuys our author, this tranfient power exercifed over 
the fenfes, has had no influence upon the morals of a 
Whether the auditors laugh or cry, their manners are not r 
formed. 

What the theatre conld not effe&t fatire has attempted. Kk 
fometimes employed irony ; at others, vehemence of ftile. 

¢ Juvenal, thinking irony too feeble, grew indignant, and 
quitting the pleafant manner of Horace, attacked vice with a pen 
dipped in gall. This was a fermon. Alas, my friend! thou 
mayeit rage-in verie, as well as profe, but thou wilt not prevent 
the Meffaiinas of the age from being tired before they are fatisfied ; 
the Locuitas, -from In venting new poifons; the lawyer Mathon, 
from accumulating riches by forged wills; M. Regulus, from ex- 
ercifing the infamo us trade of an informer ; ; the freed-man Crifpin, 


from corrupting the princ ce; and the Patricians that die, will, as 
heretofore, go and difturb the virtuous fhades of the Camillufes, 


the Fabriciut es, the Scipios, and the Catos.’ 
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From fatire the author proceeds to hiftory. ‘ Hiftory, fays 
he, lefs ornamented, more natural and true than poetry, hag 
always endeavoured to correct manners by faéts, and refléGtions 
arifing from them. Has it attained its end? While it conti- 
nues to relate the diforders that overfpread the earth, it th8ws 
the inefficacy of its own efforts. All nations, from Herodo- 
tus to our times, have employed themfelves in compiling hif- 
torical annals; few are become the wifer for it: this diftinc- 
tion muft therefore be referred to fome other caufe, which we 
fhall try to difcover. pas | 


* If the force of inftru€tion could have introduced good-man- 
ners, the glory of it fhould feem, next to the preaching of the gof- 
pel, peculiarly referved for philofophy. The philofopher, to efta. 
blith morality, borrows neither the gall of fatire, the enchantment 
of the theatre, the thunder of eloquence, nor the wonders of in- 
fpiration. He rejeéts every inftrument of furprize, and adheres to 
the fimplicity of reafon; he opens to us the book of nature, 
which {peaks a Janguage intelligible to every capacity, and fearches 
for the fource of morality in the conftitution of things; he fup- 
pofes nothing, but he proves. Is an action prejudicial to fo- 
ciety? it is bad, and he profcribes it. Is another beneficial ? it is 
good, and he recommends it. In this manner he draws a vifible 
Jine, and marks the boundaries between vice and virtue. He lays 
no reftraint upon nature ; he permits the ufe of all her gifts, but 
not the abufe of them; his defign is not to form a man without 
paffions, but a worthy man with paflions.~— 

* The philofopher propofes nothing beyond the reach of rea- 
fon; and his philofophy is not of that-fort which introduced into 
Memphis, Greece, and ancient Rome, auguries, facred dreams, 
divinations, myfteries, prodigies, and the generation of the gods, 
with their appearances under human forms. ‘To know the religion 
of philofophy, liften to Socrates, Plato, Confucius, Cicero, S¢- 
neca, Marcus Aurelius, Montaigne, Locke, Addifon, and La 
Bruyere; there reafon itfelf difcourfes with you, and appeals di- 
rectly to your own. — 

‘ But what effect has this fublime and pure philofophy, this 
torch of reafon, which, after being extinguifhed in Greece, was 
re-kindled in Italy, England, France, and diffufed its light even 
to the extremities of the North, produced upon manners? It has 
indeed happily banifhed fome barbarous prejudices. Teftamentary 
wills, that Jeave nothing to the church, are no longer difannulled ; 
churches no more ferve for fanctuaries to affaffins ; judicial duets 
are abolifhed ; and it is nolonger believed that Rome can releafe 
fubjects from their oath of allegiance tothe prince. We fball not 
again goto ruin our families, and be martyred in the Holy Land. 
Sorcerers are no longer brought to the ftake; and at the Jalt 
auto-da fe at Lifbon no human facrifice was made: and it is 
worthy obfervation, with regard to the fame fcene, that the court, 
judging differently from the foreign minifters, did not appear on 
the occafion. Thefe perhaps, and fjome other maladies of the mind, 
foftered by ignorance, have been cured by philofophy ; but every 
kind of vice, that can infect enlightened nations, ftill fubfits, 
and their poifon circulating through every condition from the cot- 
tage to the palace, grows more powerful in proportion as it afcends. 
a te , The 
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The Stoic philofophy, by its utmoft efforts, produced indeed a few 
good’ emperors : Trajan, Nero, Adrian, the two Antonines, Ju- 
lian, and fome individuals in every order of the ftate; but it per- 
formed nothing upon the bulk of the people: More ‘enlightened 
than formerly, it labours with the fame zeal to make profelytes’; 
but this flower of the human {pecies will never compofe more than 
avery {mall republic.’ 

In this manner our author attempts to prove, how little ei- 
ther poets, hiltorians, philofophers, or divines, have ever 
contributed to the reformation of mankind. His remarks are 
lively and ingenious ; but furely his reafoning is inconclufive. 
For why may not we fuppofe, that men might have been infl- 
nitely more wicked and abandoned, if they had not been excited 
to the pradtice of virtue, and deterred from the commiffion of 
vice, by thofe profpeéts of heaven, and thofe dreadful repre- 
fentations of hell, which have been incefiantly prefented to 
their view by poets, philofophers, and divines? The former, 
we allow, may not have had any confiderable influence on the 
vulgar, becaufe poetical and philofophical productions feldom 
fall into their hands, and are generally above their tafte and 
capacity. But we may reafonably imagine, that the remon- 
ftrances of the latter have been attended with many happy 
effets. ‘The momentous doétrines of chriftianity, when ear- 
neftly and pathetically inculcated, will naturally throw a light 
upon the mind, will awake the confcience, and excite thofe 
refle€tions, which it is the bufinefs of wicked men to ftifle and 
fupprefs. 
~ If mankind had never been admonifhed by preachers of any 
kind, would not the bafer fort have gradually loft all ideas of 
their Creator, of religion, and a future ftate ? Would they not 
have been eftranged from virtue and goodnefs, and at length 
degenerated into -mere favages and barbarians ?—It is the 
preaching of poets, philofophers, and divines, that keeps up 
a face and fenfe of religion in the world. Silence thefe 
preachers, and deftroy their writings, the Chriftian virtues, 
as well as the Sciences, would be foon extirpated. There 
would be nothing left to reftrain the better fort, but a fear of 
fhame and difgrace; and nothing to keep the lower fort in 
awe, but the dread of temporal punifhment. But even that 
would have little effect upon their morals. For a man may 
be extremely wicked, and, at the fame time, avoid the cog- 
nizance of all human Pee, Nay, he may commit the 
moft atrocious crimes without remorfe. For what fhould hin- 
der him? The fear of the world to come? That will be out 
of the queftion, when once the fenfe of religion is extinct. 
The fear of this world, of an ignominicus, or a lingering 
death? Alas! the fear of death derives its greateft influence 
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from the dread of divine vengeance; and if that does not 6 
rate, the defperate offender may eafily, and probably will rea. 
dily, put a period to his life, and place himfelf beyond the 
reach of the executioner. 

In fhort, we cannot allow the arguments of this writer to 
be valid, unlefs it could be proved (which is impoffible) that 
men in general, would have been equally juft and virtuous, if 
no preacher of:any kind had ever exifted; and that an cath, 
in a court of juftice, would have been equally regarded, if 
men had never been alarmed by 'what they have heard from 
preachers concerning the tremendous fanttions of a future ftate, 

In the latter part of this treatife, the author offers to the 
confideration of legiflators, a plan for the more effectual fup- 
preflion of vice and encouragement of virtue. In this litle 
iketch of it, he propefes that the three primitive powers of 
father, hufband, and mafter, be reftored to their ancient vi- 
gour, that the inhabitants of a large country, too extenfive 
to be governed in one body, be divided into fmall claffes, all 
of them fubje& to the infpeGion of cenfors, and, by their 
means brought nearer to the fource of government ; and laftly, 
that vicious men be corrected, degraded, and treated with 
contempt, and the virtuous promoted to honour and diitin@ion, 

We fhall conclude this article with the following encomium 


upon our own country. 


‘ There isa nation in Europe that offers confiderable prizes to 
the inventors of ufeful arts; that grants a bounty on _ No a3 

ition of corn, which is fcarce permitted in other places ; that af. 
fords every poflible encouragement to its marine ; 3 that least es titles 
and pofts of honour accefitble by every citizen without d liftinction 5 
that furnithes frequent examples of exalted merit to raife a fpirie 
of emulation in others; a nation that ereéts moauments to her 1l- 
Juitricus men in public edifices, and even among the tombs of 
her kings; and knowing well bow to punifh wv vith rigour, knows 
alfo how to reward with magnificence. if this uation perieveres 
in fuch infitutions, it is to be feared fhe will not permit others to 
dip their hands into the fea, and will acquire u univerial dominion 
in the new world, unlefs fhe be there conquered by her own power. 
ina pul ylic garden *, embellifhed by nature and art, anc enlivened 
by mutic ana feftivity, the has placed capital pictures, wherein Vice 
tory is reprefented crowning the admirals and ge nerals, whofe me- 
He wae con{picuous in the Jaft war. Who can tell how expentive 
thefe pictures may prove to other nations? Courage is bere in- 
fiamed in the very bofom of amufement. But fince communities 
have as much and more need of civil and moral, than of martial 
virtu 35 and as, without the firft, there never were and never will 
be truly great men, the completion of this good muft be expected 


from cenfure alone.’ 
We fhall not pretend to determine how far this panegyric 15 
aftually deferved.. There is, however, fome room to witb, 
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that men of merit in the navy, and other departments of the 
ftate, were more equitably encouraged ; that pofts of honour 
were lefs accefljble to thofe who have no abilities, no patriotic 
virtues ; that titles were not fo frequently beftowed on {c——Is, 
and that monuments were never erected in Weftminfter- Abbey 
to * fots, or flaves, or cowards,’ 





VII. Tabule Motuum Solis &F Lune nove §9 correfa, Aufore 
Tobia Mayer; guibus accedit Methodus Longitudinum,. promota, 
eodem Auciore. Edita jufu Prefeciorum Rei Longitudinaria, 
4to, 10s. Nourfe, 


Y an aé& of parliament paffed in the fourteenth year of the 
reign of queen Anne, in which the lord high admiral of 
Great Britain, or the firft commiffioner of the admiralty, the 
fpeaker of the honourable houfe of commons, the firft com- 
miflioner of trade, the admirals of the red, white, and blue 
fquadrons, the mafter of the ‘Trinity-houfe, the prefident of 
the Royal Sdciety, the aftronomer-royal of Greenwich, the 
Savilian, Lucafian, and Plumian profeffors of the Mathematics 
in Oxford and Cambridge, all for the time being; with feve- 
ral other lords fpiritual and temporal, were conftituted com- 
miffioners for the longitude at fea, and for examining, trying, 
and judging of all propofals, experiments, and improvements, 
relating tothe fame. The fame a& further ordaineth, after 
experiments made of any propofals for the difcovery of the 
faid longitude, the commiffioners, or the major part of them, 
fhould declare and determine how far the fame was found 
pra&icable, and to what degree of exactnefs. 

And for a due encouragement to any fuch perfons as fhould 
difcover a proper method for finding the fatd longitude, it 
was enacted, that the firft author or difcoverer of any fuch 
methods, fhould be entitled to the following rewards, viz. to 
the fum of 10,000]. if it determined the longitude to one 
degree of a great circle, or fixty geographical miles; to 
15,0001], if it determined the fame to two thirds of that dif- 
fance; and to 20,0001. if it determined the fame to one half 
of the fame diftance; and that one moiety, or half part. of 
fuch reward fhould be paid when it did appear to the faid 
commitfioners that fuch method extended to the fecurity of 
fh'ps within eighty geographical miles of the flores, which 
are places of the greateft danger; and the other half part 
when a fhip, by appointment of the commiffioners, fhould 
thereby a@tually fail over the ocean, from Great Britain to any 
part in the Wefl-Indies, which fhall be nominated for the ex- 
| | periment, 
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periment, without lofing their longitude beyond the limits be- 
forementioned, P 

In the third-year of George the IfId. was granted for the 
encouragement of John Harrifon, 5001. upon condition that 
be fhould make known the principles of his watch, or ma- 
chine, for the difcovery of the longitude at fea; but Mr, 
Harrifon not complying with the condition of the ac& which 
granted that fum, it is now null and void, This was followed 
by an ac for explaining and rendering more effectual two aés, 
viz. that of the twelfth of queen Anne, and the twenty fixth 
of George II. | | 

In this aét it is fet forth, that the abovementioned John 
Harrifon had not only made feveral great improvements in the 
faid watch, or time-keeper, but that alfo a fhip had failed 
from Portfmouth to Bridgetown in Barbadoes, and by help of 
the faid time-keeper, had not, during the whole voyage, loft 
its longitude beyond ten geographical miles ; that if the prin- 
ciples on which the faid time-keeper is conftru&ted were made 
known, the fame might be made of general utility ; but that 
doubts had arifen, whether by the words of the act of the 
twelfth of queen Anne, the commiffioners of longitude were 
impowered to give the faid John Harrifon the reward of 
20,0001. It alfo fet forth, that great progrefs had likewife 
been made towards difcovering the longitude at fea, by a fet 
of lunar tables, conftruéted by Tobias Mayer, late profeffor 
of aftronomy in the univerfity of Gottingen, in which he had 
been affiited by theorems, furnifhed by profeffor Euler, of the 
univerfity of Berlin, which tables are of confiderable ufe, and 
therefore deferving of a public reward ; but that notwithftand- 
ing, thofe tables might be farther improved. It was therefore 
enacted, that one moiety, or 30,o00l. fhould be given to the 
{aid John Harrifon, fo foon as the principles of his faid time- 
keeper fhould be made known, and explained to fuch perfons 
as are therein mentioned, and the property of the three time- 
keepers made over to the commilflioners of the board of lon- 
gitude for public benefit, provided thefe things were done 
within fix months after patiing of that act, 

It was likewife enacted, that a fum not exceeding 3o00l. 
and alio a fum not exceeding 30001. be given to profedfor 
Euler, and the widow or other reprefentative of the late pro- 
feffor Mayer, refpectively ; it was farther provided that a re- 
ward or fum not exceeding sooo]. might be paid to fuch per- 
fons as fhould hereafter improve the faid tables, or make any 
other difcovery or improvement ufeful to navagation ; thefe 


rewards to be given as the commiflioners for the difcovery of 
ths 








Tabule Motuum' Solis 8 Luna. 205 


the longitude fhall think fir, The Lowndes profeffor of aftro~ 
nomy was added to the number of commiffioners appointed by 
the former acts. 

Laftly, it was alfo enacted, that proper perfons, under the 
direction of the commiffioners, fhould be appointed to make 
and compute a nautical almanac, with other tables neceffary 
to promote this method of difcovering the longitude ; at 
fea; at the fame time, laying a penalty of twenty pounds 
on every copy of fuch almanac or tables, fold or publifiied 
by any perfon not proper licenfed by the faid commiffioners. 

Excited by thefe parliamentary promifes of reward, feveral 
eminent mathematicians attempted the lunar theory ; of thefe the 
learned profeffor Mayer of Gottingen appears to have been 
the moft fuccefsful ; who in the beginning of the year 1755, 
communicated a new fet of manufcript lunar tables to the 
right honourable the lords commiflioners of the Britith admi- 
ralty, putting in his claim, at the fame time, for fome of the 
rewards which he might be thought to merit, protmifed by the 
famous act of parliament of the fourteenth year of the reign 
of queen Anne, to the difcoverer or difcoverers of a method 
of finding the longitude at fea within certam limits. They 
were immediately referred to the learned Dr. Rradley, then 
aftronomer-royal, for his opinion; who compared them with 
agreat number of his accurate obfervations, and foon was 
convinced of the excellence of the tables: his opinion cons 
cerning which, and the refult of his calculations, he laid be- 
fore the lord commiffioners of the admiralty in two letters, 
dated Feb, 10, 1756, and April 14, 1760, which are added 
at the end of the lunar tables, together with fome other pa- 
pers relative to the method of finding the longitude at fea, by 
obfervations of the moon. 

But the learned and indefatigable author having continued 
his refearches for further improving and corre&ting thefe ta- 
bles till the time of his death, (which happened in the begin- 
ning of the year 1762) left behind him a more complete and 
correct fet of folar and lunar tables, which were fent to the 
board of longitude by his widow, a little after, or about the 
year 1763. ‘Thefe are the tables, which, in confideration of 
their great ufe in finding the longitude at fea, were honoured 
with a reward of 30001. by aé of parliament, which was 
paid to the widow of the deceafed Mayer. 

Thefe tables were publifhed by order of the commiffioners 
of longitude, under the immediate care and infpeftion of the 
reverend Nevil Mafkelyne, aftronomer-royal ; to which are 


prefixed, a complete theory of the lunar motions, a defcrip- 
Tien 
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tion of a curious and ufeful inftrument for obferving the dif. 
tance of the moon from a fixed ftar, and feveral other inte- 
refting particulars, which, together with fome additions made 
by the abovementioned learned and eminent altronomer, ren. 
der this work the moft perfeé&t of any of the fame kind ever 
yet offered to public view. 





1X. Lowe Epifiles of Ariftzenetus: Tranflated from the Greek inte 
Englith Metre. 8wvo, 25. 6d. fewed. Wilkie. 


HIS tranflation is made from a profe original; but from 

one fo poetical in its file, that it does not appear any 
way abfurd to add meafure and rhyme, which is all that be- 
fore was wanting. There i$ nothing known of Ariftenetus, 
the author of thefe Epiftles; but whoever he was, his works 
appear now in Englifh with a very good grace. The thoughts 
are frequently lively and fpitited, and are expreffed in a ftile; 
for the moft part, natural and eafy. A few of thefe poems 
are original ; which the reader may diftinguifh, by fomething 
modern in their air, though at the fame time they are fuch, 
as, in our opinien, Ariftenetus would not be afhamed to own, 
We fhall prefent our readers with an extract from the firlt of 
the poems in this colle&tion, in which the tranflator has pre- 
ferved more clofely than ufual the fentiments of the Greek 
author. 


‘ Bleft with a form of heav’nly frame, 
Bleft with a foul beyond that form ; 
With more than mortal ought to claim, 
With all that can a mortal warm, 
Lais was from her birth defign’d 
To charm—yet triumph o’er mankind, 
There Nature, laviih of her ftore, ~ 
Gave all fhe could—and with’d for more; 
Whilft Venus gaz’d, her form was fuch ! 
Wond’ring how Nature gave fo much: 
Yet added fhe new charms; for flre . 
Could add—< A fourth bright Grace, fhe faid; 
‘ A fourth, beyond the other three, 
‘ Shall raife my power tm this fweet maid,’ 
Then Cupid, to enhance the prize, 
Gave all his little arts could reach : 
To dart Love's language from the eyes 
He taught—’twas all was left to tcach, 


O faireft of the virgin band! 


ho: 5 9 ft, yier £ Wlatneatc h 
hou mafter-piece of Natare’s hand ! 





Lowe Epiftles of Arifteretus. 
So like the Cyprian queen, I’d fwear 
Her image fraught with life were there : 
But filent all: and filent be, 


That you may hear her praife from me > 


Fl paint my Lais’ form ; nor aid 
Tt afk—for I have feen the maid. 

Her cheek with native crimfon glows, 
But crimfon foft’ned by the rofe: 
’T was Hebe’s felf beftow’d the hue; 
Yet Health has added fomething too : 
But if an over-tinge there be, 
Tmpute it to her modefty. 
Her lips of deeper red, how thin ! 
How nicely white the teeth within ! 
Her nofe how taper to the tip ! 
And ftender as her ruby lip: 
Her brows in arches proudly rife, 
As confcious of her pow’rful eyes : 
Thofe eyes, majeftic-black, difplay 
The luftre of the god of day; 
And by the contraft of the white, 
The jetty pupil fhines more bright. 
There the glad Graces keep their court, 
And in the liguid mirror fport. 
Her trefles, when no fillets bind, 
Wanton luxurious in the wind: 
Like Dian’s auburn locks they fhone— 
But Venus wreath’d them like her own. 


Her neck, which well with fhow might vie’ 


Is form’d with niceft fymmetry ; 
In native elegance fecure 

The moft obdurate heart to wound ; 
But fhe, to make her conquefts fure, 


With fparkling gems bedecks it round: 


With gems, that rang’d in order due, 
Prefent the fair one’s name to view. 
Her light-!pun robes in ev’ry part 
Are fathion’d with the niceft art, 
rr: ‘ » 
F’improve her ftature, and to grace 
The polifh’d limbs which they embrace, 
How beautiful fhe looks, when dreft! 
- ? 

But view her freed from this difguife, 
Stript of th’ unneceffury veft— 
"Tis Beauty’s felf before your eyes.’ 
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208 Lowe Epifiles of Ariftenétus 
In the following lines, - ; 


‘ Now with loud applauding hand 
See the wrapt fpeétators ftand,’ 


the phrafe wrapt /pefators, we apprehend wants authority, 
The word rapr, indeed, fignifies, /zized with admiration, or aflo- 
nifhment, and this we fuppofe our author meant: but the mif- 
take is perhaps only typographical. 

The author has happily adapted the verfification to the fub- 
ject of the refpective epiftles ; and we only wifh that, while he 
has foftened fome paflages of the original, he had not himfelf 
ingrafted upon this work feveral fentiments that are unfavour- 
able to virtue. He has not, indeed, frequently fallen into 
indecencies of expreflion; but in one epiftle, profefiedly pleads 
the caufe of incontinence againft chaftity. This virtue is not 
fo rigidly practifed in the prefent age as that it fhould be ex- 
pofed to ridicule. We hope the author is not fo great a li- 
bertine in pradtice as in principle. But though he fhould make 
the old defence. 


‘ Lafiva eft nobis pagina, vita proba,’ 
we can by no means admit Catullus’s rule, 





caftum effe decet pium portam 


Ipfum ; verficulos nibil necefe eft.’ 


On the contrary, we think, that every author is account- 
able for immoralities in his writings, as much as in the con- 
du& of his life. It is far from our intention to become ad- 
vocates for prudery ; but we confider any attempt to weaken 
the principles of virtue in the fair-fex, to be of very dangerous 
confequence. Euhemerus will find even thofe ladies but too 
conipliant to his defires, who were told in their childhood, 
that a breach of chaftity was a breach of the commandments. 
Since he can meet with a Pythias at the corner of every ftreet, 
formed by nature with * a heart as much to joy inclin’d,’ as 
his own can be; why fhould he endeavour to undermine the 
chaftity of others, by telling them, that the law which en- 
joins it, was invented firft by prudes, and is only a creature 
of the imagination? 

We hope the Englifh Ariftenetus will pay more regard to 
the moral fentiments of his readers, in the fecond part of his 
work, which he promifes to the public, if the prefent fhould 
meet with encouragement. 


F O- 
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X: Hifoire Naturelle des Oifeaux. Tome Premiers; a Paris de 
V Imprimerie Royale, 1770. Felio. 
Le mime. Quarto: 
Le mime, Tome premier &F fecond, 12mo. 
Natural Hijtory of Birds. Tome 1. 
The fame. Quarto, 
The fam>, Tome I. and II. 12mo. 
Onfiear de Buffon, one of the beft natiiralifts in France, 
and indeed of the age, having given to the public a 
Natural Hiftory of Quadrupeds, in 15 vols. 4to, of in 32 vols. 
r2mo, opens another career for his genius in a Natura 
Hiftory of Birds ; inflead of giving only an edition in ato, and 
one in 12m0, he adds one more magnificently printed in folio, 
to match the Planches Enluminées *. 

He firft gives the plan of his work, and fhews the extent of 
his undertaking, which is much greater than that of the Hif- 
tory of Quadrupeds, the latter fcarcely exceeding two hundred 
{pecies ; while, on the other hand, the number ot ipecies of birds 
exterids to “ee Oreven 2000. But it is not enouch to know 
2060 individuals ; for the age, the fex, and the numerous va- 


4 
—— 





# The public muft certainly know that fome years ago Mr, 
de Buffon, or rather his pupil Mr.d’ Aubenton, began to publith 
plates, reprefenting the birds of the French king's cabinet, etched 
by Martinet, and afterwards coloured: they were delivered by ca- 
hiers of twenty-four plates each; and twenty-one cahiers or 504 
plates are already publifhed. To thefe plates M, de Buffon fre. 
quently refers in the Natural Hiftory of Birds. The plates are in 

neral well executed : however, if we may judge by fome, reprefent- 
ing very obvious and common fubjetts, they are not equally well 
done ;. and fuch common birds as the cock, the blackbird, the 
blue titmoufe, the fparrow, the yellow hammer, the partridge, the 
hoopoe, the chaflinch, the butcher-bird, the ftare, the turkey, 
the grofbeak, the quail, the coot, the bunting, the chatrerer, the 
greenfinch, the herring-gull, the ruff and reeve, the robin-red 
breaft, and many more not named here, ought not to be repre. 
_fented in a work of fo expenfive a nature: every {choolboy knows 
them in England and Germany, though we are not certain that this 
is the cafe in France: many birds are equally well, if not better, 
reprefented in the works of Edwards and Catefby, in the Britith 
Zoology, and even in Frifch’s Burds: fuch a repetition of cuts is 
areal@mpofition on the public, and works of fitch a nature, in« 
ftead of promoting Natural Hiftory, put it out of the power of in- 
genious perions, who are not favoured by fortune, to make any 
ufe of them. Some miteéts, a few amphibia and iubmarine pro. 
duGtions are likewife reprefented in this work, and therefore ap- 
pear to be wrong placed in a Natural Hiftory of birds : they 
would have.been an agreeable prefent to the learned world, if 


publifhed feparately. 
VoL. XXXII, September, 1771. P rieties 
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rieties of each fpecies make it neceflary to examine at leaf 
8000 fpecimens. To colleé&t them all is next to impoffible : 
domeflic animals beget an offspring infinitely varied from its 
anceftors ; the difference of climate and of food caufe many al- 
terations in the fize, oeconomy, and plumage of a bird; the 
different names given to the fame bird in different countries 
and by the feveral authors, increafe the difficulty of ornithology 
ftill more: and how difficult is it to give an idea of the great 
variety of colours; their different difpofition on the plumage often 
making the chief characters of the feveral ipecies: but the 
tedious dullnefs of a dry defcription of the colours of the fea- 
thered tribe is another confideration, which together with the 
deficiencies of languages in regard to words for exprefling and 
juftly defining the tints, hues, and mixtures of colours, make 
ornithology a ftudy almoft impoffible to be communicated by 
mere words or common plates. Several perfons, in order to 
obviate thefe difficulties, have publifhed coloured plates of 
birds; in England, for inftance, the Britifh Zoology and Mr, 
Edwards’s work are the beft publications of that kind. 
M. de Buffon thinks his Planches Enluminées equal to thefe 
Englifh works, and fuperior to that of Frifch; ina note he 
declares that Gerini’s Ornithology, publifhed at Florence, is by 
no means calculated for the improvement of the Natural 
Hiftory of Birds, on account of the forced attitudes, bad out- 
Jines, and ftill worfe colouring. The Planches Enluminées he 
thinks will exceed all other works of that nature, on account of 
the great number of fpecies they reprefent, the accuracy of the 
drawings, the exattnefs obferved in the colouring part, and the 
natural attitudes of the birds. Above the figures of fuch birds 
as could not be reprefented in their natural fize, the {cale is 


' placed by which they are reduced. The work will contain be- 


tween fix and feven hundred plates, and eight or nine hundred 
birds. Independent of the Planches Enluminées, a few birds of 
each genus are feleéted and engraved for the illuftration of the 
Natural Hiftory of Birds, and in this firft volume are twen- 
ty-nine plates. The attitudes of the falcons reprefented 
are very uniform, and want that eafe and boldnefs which 
birds commonly have in a ftate of liberty, and were, it 
is prefumed, copied from tame birds, or ftuffed fpecimens ; the 
plumage of the leffer coverts of the wing certainly lies too re- 
gular and confequently too ftiff: and there are, doubtlefs, too 
many rows of thefe coverts in the vultures. 

But befides the abovementioned difficulties, the ornithologif 
muft encounter others, if poffible, {fti]l more perplexing. 
‘Though much has been written on birds, yet the Natural Hif- 
tory partitfelf is too much negleéted, and the defcriptive only 
taken notice of by the generality of authors, which is chicfly 
eaufed by the migrations and unfettled ftate of birds, for which 
they are adapted by the ftructure of their bodies, and the affift- 
ance of their wings. This is illuftrated by the example of the 
{wallow, almoft a domeitic bird, building its neft under our roofs; 
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notwithftanding which, its winter retreats are ftill unknown. 
There are many examples produced of its being found in a 
torpid ftate under water during winter; whilft others, in direct 
oppofition to this, affert, that the {wallow migrates into warmer 
countries: which of thefe two opinions is right ? 

In the Hiftory of Quadrupeds each fpecies was treated fepa- 
rately; in this work M. de Buffon intends to bring feveral 
birds under one genus, and to treat of each in general; however, 
he promifes not to confound or to omit their feveral fpecies, if 
they will bear adiftin@ion. But he thinks the little birds, efpe- 
cially, may be confidered as fprung of one and the fame origin, 
and that the difference of climate and food, and a long interval 
of time, have ‘originally caufed the fpecies. Moreover, birds 
being of a more amorous complexion, their various mixtures 
have produced fo many mongrels which are not fabject to that 
ftertility, for which the mules of quadrupeds are remarkable. 
‘ For, fays M. de Buffon, who can tell what happens in the 
recefs of the forefts, and who can number the illegitimate enjoy- 
ments of diftint {pecies.’ Here we find that M. de Buffon gives 
way to that particularity of opinions for which he is remarkable, 
and which he knows by his florid ftyle fo well to colour with the 
appearance of truth, that an unguarded mind is eafily led aftray 
by this elegant writer, We have fotnd it to be true that 
the mongrels produced in the aviaries of our friends, will 
copulate and produce a fecond generation; but we never 
heard that this fertility will extend beyond that generation. It 
would therefore bea very important point to afcertain by re- 
peated facts that the mules of birds do not prove flerile beyond 
the fecond and third generation ; for if they are not fertile, it is 
clear that the mongrel breed will not produce new varieties. 
And whence does it happen that the defcriptions of the ancient 
Greek and Roman natural hiftorians {till correfpond with the 
fame birds in our days, after an interval of two thoufand or 
feventeen hundred years? If M. de Buffon’s hypothefis fhould 
take place, the birds of our times would be fo far degenerated, 
that the fpecies common in the days of Ariftotle and Pliny muft 
be entirely loft, and we fhould every day fee new {pecies {pring 
up, caufed by thofe illegitimate amours he reli¢és fo much upon, 
But this is fo far from proving true, that on the contrary nature 
is always conftant and fimilar in its productions, and thofe pre- 
tended monfters are only obvious inthe too warm imagination of 
fuch natural hiftorians, who, forgetting their duty, which is to re- 
late facts only, indulge their fancy, and will obtrade the chil- 
drese-f their imaginaticn as truths to the public. 

M. de Buffon, after delivering his well-imagined hiftory of the 
illegitimate amours of birds, propofes the beft method of pro- 
moting ornithology, which is to give the hiftory of birds of 
each country feparately; but who, adds our author, will in- 
form us of the ceconomy of birds in China, or in Monomotapa? 
And therefore, he confiders his work as a bafis, or a point 
round which future naturalilts may accumulate fuch facts as 
Pz fhail 
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fhall be afcertained in future ages. With this obfervation ends 
the Plin de POuvrage. 

A Difcourfe on the Nature of Birds follows, wherein our 
author gives a general idea of the different fenfes of birds, and 
the qualities and powers with which nature has endowed them, 
This part is full of very curious and ufeful obfervations ; bat 
the fixth fenfe, or the defire of coupling, M. de Buffon thinks’ 
to be of a different nature in birds from what it is in quadru- 
peds ; for the amours of birds diltinguifh themfelves by a kind 
of morality, a conjugal compact, and the virtue of chaftity, ef. 
pecially in fuch of them as make nefts and feed their young 
ones. 

The firft grand divifion im our author’s hiftory, contains. 
the birds of prey, whom he charaéterifes in a peculiar difcourfe, 
prefixed to the hiftory itfelf; he then defcribes the genus of 
eagles, in general, and next he proceeds to give the hiltory of 
fome fpecies. 

He lays it down as an axiom, that Dr. Linnzus is in 
the wrong, where he afferts, that birds of prey lay gene- 
rally four eggs. We have confulted the Linnzan Syttem, 
in the X, Xi, and XII. edition, and find that Linnzus never 
fays in geveral or genera}, ‘This is an addition of M. de Buf- 
fon’s own making, to aggravate the fault of Linnzus, who 
plainly fays, ‘* Ova circiter guatuor ;, they have about four eggs,” 
—In the article /: Grand 4igl, M. de B. quarrels with M. de 
Salerne, for having in his Ornithology, p. 4, in a note, re- 
Jated, in fupport of Dr Linnzus’s opinion, that one of his. 
friends, in the province of Auvergne, had found fuch an ‘eagle’s: 
neft with three ftrong eaglets. M. de Buffon will abfolutely difpute 
this great golden eag'e down to a little one, or to a bald buz. 
zard; but happily the fat is confirmed by another of his 
countrymen, M. Boffu, in his Voyage to Louifiana, Vol. II. 
Lettre xvii. p. 65. of the Dutch Edition, who relates, that 
he found on his tour to Tombekbé, in Weft Florida, a nek 
of the eagle called the royal eagle, i.e. the golden eagle, in 
which he found not only a great quantity of game, fuch as: 
fawns, rabbets, wild turkies, groufes, partridges,. and turtle- 
doves; but alfo four great eaglets. ‘Fhis ought to make our 
author fomewhat lIefs decifive, and more cautious in his dif- 
putes. Fa&s cannot be difproved ; they are very ftubborn 
things, and will give way neither to the moft exquifite ftyle, 
nor to the moft fubtle and fallacious way of arguing. 

After the eagles he ranges the birds of the vulturine kind: 
and thefe are followed by the kites and buzzards, and the*reft 
of the falcon tribe. 

‘The griffin M. de Buffon makes a fpecies different from the 
percnoprere, though according to all intelligent authors it is 
only a variety of this bird. | 

His au‘our, which he makes fynonimous with the gof- 
hawk, is certainly the. falcon gentil of the Britith — 
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and falco gentilis of Linnzus, who defcribes the bird extremely 
well, both in his Syft. Nat. and in his Faun. Suec. N° 67. It 
feems therefore to arife from an e‘prit de contradiGicn, or perhaps 
from ill nature, that the French naturalift always cenfures the 
Swediih Pliny ; here at leaft it is unpardonable when M. de: 
' Buffon fays (mote 4) Linnxus has miftaken. the gyr-falcon, for 
the autour, and to confirm his affertion he quotes Linn. Syft. 
Nat. Ed. VI. The laft edition of Linnzu,’s Syfema Nature is 
the twelfth; in-each of the new editions Dr. Linnzus has core 
rected the miftakes of the former ones, in a fcience which is of 
an immenfe extent, and wherein he found no rival at the time 
when he firft undertook to write upon it. An author who cor- 
rects homfelf, fhould not be cenfured for fuch of his former 
mittakes, as ‘he himfelf takes notice of. 

The gerfault of M. de Buffon feems to be the Iceland falcon, 
of Prof. Brunnich’s Ornithology, n. 7,8, 9. A friend of ours 
got all thefe three. varieties as a prefent from a gentleman at 
Copenhagen, the infpe€tion of which makes it impoffible to be 
miftaken in this fpecies and to confound it with the gyrfalcon 
of the naturalitts. 

After the falcon-tribes, the butcher birds are next in rank, 
and they are followed by the Oicaux de proie nocturnes, or the 
Noétuinal Birds of Prey. 

The fecps or petit duc, reprefented both in the Planches Ene 
luminées, N° 436, and in Tab, xxiv. of the Hiftory of Birds, 
is defcribed as being of the vize of a blackbird, having fmall 
aigrets of lefs than half an inch, confilting of one fingle fea- 
ther. In the note (2) M..de Buffon quotes among the fyno- 
nyms, the dhort-eared owl, Britith Zool. Pl. B. 3. and plate 
B. 4. f. 2. And then declaims againft this work and its au- 
thor in the following flrain: « the greateft merit of this work 
confifts chiefly in the plates, and even in that refpect it is de- 
ficient. It is likewife faid in the text that the fhort-eared owl 
meafures thirteen inches and a half Englifh, which exceeds 
twelve inches and a half French meafure: now this fame bird, 
has but feven inches and a half to the utmoit; it is therefore 
probably the moyen duc, or the long-eared owl, whigh this au- 
thor has miftaken for the petit duc; and what proves ftill 
more his little knowledge and accuracy, isto have reprefented 
this latter bird, pl. b. 3. and b. 4. fig. z. At the firft glance 
one fees that it fhould not be the fame bird, fince the figure 
reprefented pl. b. 4. fig. 2. is by a third part lefs than that 
which is reprefented pl. b. 3; and that the moyen duc, drawn 
pleb. 4. fig. 1. is not larger than the petit duc, b..4. fig. 2. 
As the moyen duc méafures, according to Willoughby, fourteen 
inches and a half; fo, if the petit duc is thirteen inches and 
a half, according io the aflertion of the author of the Britifh 
Zoology, why does he not infift upon this faét, and fhew the 
error of thofe who afcribe no more than feven inches to it? or 
why does he not rather fay, that the petit dacs are bigger in 
England than every whereelfe, or that this is a fpecies peculiar 

P 3 to 











214 Forercon ARTICLES. 


to Great Britain? This deferved a difcuffion; but this author 
examines nothing, fays nothing new, even not of modern 
things, for he feems to be ignorant of many things faid on fuch 
fubjeéts as he treats of.’ M. de Buffon deferves in this note to 
be paid in his own coin; mutato nomine de te fatula narratur. 
Every candid reader, who underftands plain Englith, which is 
feldom the cafe of a conceited Frenchman, can very eafily con- 
vince himfelf, who is in the right in this place, ‘The author of 
the Britifh Zoology (octavo) fays, p.157. ‘* This fhort-eared /pecies 
we belicve to be non defcript.” It were to be wifhed that M. de 
Buffon himfelf were more ufed to examination and difcuffion, 
before he poured out fo many harfh expreffions on an author 
whofe merit in natural hiftory he himfelf has acknowledged, 
Vol. xv. of his Hiftory of Quadrupeds, articie Scufik. 

The fcops is a bird not yet found in England; the fhort- 
eared owl], is neither the fcops nor the moyen duc, but a fpe- 
cies never before obferyed by any naturalift. ‘This therefore 
plainly fhews, that our Burgundian knight-errant firit ratfes a 
phantom of his own, and then combats it with as much eager 
nefs as the valorous knight of Mancha would; with this dif- 
ference only, that the latter, to his great misfortune, found too 
mouch refiftance in the wind-mill, which he miflook for a giant, 
whereas, on the contrary, the Burgundian knight ftrikes into 
the air without doing the leait execution. 


Fruftra ferro diverberat umbras, 


It isa pity to fee that men of learning and education at fo 
inconfiftent with their own principles, and give fo much way 
to envy, the bafeft of paffions, as not to bear that any other 
naturalift of note fhould have merit, befides themfelves: and if 
they make any allowance in this refpeét, it is for their country- 
men on!y, according to the famous rule of one of them: 

Nul w aura d’e/prit, que nous G nos amis. 

The birds which cannot fly, are ranged in one clafs, and 
therefore this volume is concluded according to M. de Buffon’s 
method, by the hiftory of the African oftrich, of the American 
grey oftrith or touyou, the caflowary, the dodo, the folitaire, 
and the bird of Nazareth mentioned by Fr. Cauche in his De- 
{cription of Madagafcar. 

The ingenious author of this Natural Hiftory of Birds has, 
doubtlefs, great merit; but he is frequently fubjeét to the 
eroffet and moft unpardonable miftakes: he takes, how- 
ever, upon himfelf to be infallible, and often undefervedly 
Criticifes and cenfures the greateft naturalifts, efpecially Lin- 
neus and his friends. We fee this bold and unfair critic 
Zain too much ground in this country, and therefore thought 
f incumbent upon us to point out, in the Natural Hiftory of 
Birds, many of his errors and miftakes, that this might con~ 
Vinge our countrymen, how much he is fubje& to miftakes him- 
felf ; and that he may no longer miflead the unwary by his 
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captivating flow of language. In the Natural Hiftory of Quadru- 

eds are {till more errors than in this work, which we have no. 
time to examine at prefent: however, there is one in the article 
boeuf, which is of fuch a nature, that even the plough-drivers, 
of our Englifh farmers might be able to fet the French naturalift 
to rights, were he capable of bearing correction. He {peaks of. 
the teeth of cattle, and continues luien, * Cela ne change rien 
non plus @ la chite des cornes, car elles tombent egalem-nt a trois 
ans, au taureau, au boeuf, et a la vache, et elles font remplacées par 
ad’ autres cormes qui, commeles fecondes dents, ne tombent plus.’ 
‘ This, by no means, alters the fhedding of the horns ; for they 
are fhed the third year equally in the bull, the ox, and the 
cow ; and they are replaced by other horns, which, like the fe- 
cond teeth, are never fhed again.? The cattle in England, 
Holland, Germany, Poland, Denmark, Sweden, Ruffia, and 
Hungary, never fhed their horns gither in the third year, or at 
any other period of their life: whether the French cattle are an | 
exception to this general rule we cannot fay; but fuppofe we 
may conclude from analogy they are not. It is therefore evi- 
dent that a man capable of fo grofs an error in regard to an 
animal which he has before his eyes every day, muaft be fubje& 
to ftill greater errors in animals which are lefs obvious, or the ac- 
count of which he muft take from other authors, whofe fenfe 
he is liable to mifreprefent, or to miftake fo much, as to afcribe 
to them a meaning widely different from their real opi- 


nion. 


XI, Dr. J. C. Dan. Schreber’s Befchreibung der Graefer, nebft ibren 
Abbildungen nach der Natur. Erfier Theil, Leipzig, Fol. 


A Defeription of Grafs, with their Figures exprefed from Nature. 
Firft Part. 


-. fe ftudy of graffes has been already confidered as one of 
the moft intricate branches of botany ; the minute, uni- 
form, and fimilar parts of this tribe of plants, the great propor- 
tion this clafs bears to the reft of the vegetables, the immenfe 
utility they afford both for bread, and the food of cattle and 
poultry, contribute to increafe its utility and its neceflity, 
Each grafs has its ftation where it thrives beit, its cattle or ani- 
mal that lives upon it, its feafon it grows in, and its climate to 
which it is appropriated: the thorough knowledge of thefe arti- 
cles belong ftill to the defderata of botany ; the grafs tribe 
having been more negleéted on account of its deterring diffi- 
culty, and the homely appearance of its individuals, when com- 
pared with the reft of the gaudy children of Flora. 

Dr. Schréber, a pupil of the great Linnzus, and a fon to 
one of the beft writers on hufbandry in Germany, is publifhing in 
numbers a work on grafles: his plan we will communicate to 


the reader, as it bids fair to obviate the greater part of the 
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enumerated difficulties, and greatly to promote the ftudy of 
this ufeful branch of botany and hufbandry. 

In an intiodactory difcourfe, Dr. Schreber defcribes all the 
different parts obfervable in graiies, their flowers and their 
fructification ; fo that this part may be confidered as a Phih/f- 
phia Agrifographica. He next obferves the points which muf 
be attended to in a good defcription of a grafs; and, laftly, he 
fhews the extenfive utility of this branch of botany. The 
firit volume contains twenty-feven defcriptions, and as many 
excellent drawings of graffes, on twenty coloured plates. Each 
defcription gives firit the name of the grafs reprefented in the 
plat:, with all its varieties and names in all the different Eu- 
ropean langueges; this is followed by a very ample and {cien-. 
tific defcription of the fame. Then Dr. Schreber gives the 
climate the plant grows in, and the foil and ftation appro- 
priated for it; neat to thise he expatiates on the time of its 
flowering a.d bringing ripe feeds, and on the ufes of its 
grafs, h-y, and feeds; afterwards a minute and circumftantial 
account of its cultivation is given, and for that purpofe the bef 
methods approved by the experiments of the beft economiits 
are communicated to the public: obfervations on the right 
time of its b-ing mown, on the cattle which like it heft, on 
the authors who have written on the fubje&t, on the medi- 
cinal, and other ufes of graffes, are occafionally inferted; 
at the end an explication of the figure of the grafs, and its dif- 
feed minute parts of the fruétification is added. No perticu- 
lar order has been obierved, for the author declines to adopta 
peculiar fyltem, or to enter into any difcufiions in regard to 
Clafling the graffes under certain genera, in order to avoid all 
difpuies, which it would very like!y occafion, if he prefumed 
to fhowa predileétion to a certain fyftem, 

The plates are well executed in regard to drawing, eNe 
graving, aad colouring. The fecond part of this work, the 
firft number of which is publithed, will foon appear. The de- 
fe&s of the work are, its high price, its too great diffufenefs, 
and the ‘oo minute detail the author frequently enters into, 
the profpect that many years will pafs away betore the work 
can be finifhed, and that it is written in German, a language 
very little underitood in this country. This makes us wih 
to have a judicious abftra& made of it in Englith for the ufe of 
the oeconomifts and botanifts of this country. 


KIL Bibliotheca Medicine &§ Hiftorie Naturalis. Tomus I. Cone 
tinens Bibliothecam Botanicam qua feripta ad Rem Her bariam fa- 
cientia a rerum primordio ad Tournefortium recenfentur, Auce 
tore Alberto Von Haller, tc. Fc. Pars Prima, gto. London. 
6s, in boards. Heydinger. Any | 

Bibliotheca of Phyfic and Natural Hiftory. Tome I. containing the 
Libliotheca Botanica, or, a Review of the Batanical Writers 
from ‘he Beginzing of the Science to Tournefort. Part £, 
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‘UMAN life is fo fhort, the number of books through 

; which knowledge is difperfed is fo great, and the choice 
of good books is fo difficult, that often ftudents either entirely 
mifcarry for want of proper diretions, in regard to a good me- 
thod in the branch of ftudies they have fixed upon, or they are 
at leaft mifled for a long time, and lofe a great deal of that 
fhort portion which is allotted to us poor mortals, by reading 
improper books, Experience and application often teach a 
man {uch things as were known long before, and defcribed 
by others: without knowing that they were difcovered, he 
goes through a tedious feries of experiments which have been 
erformed and wel underilood in former times; all which time 

aud trouble he would have more ufefully beftowed in the pur- 
fuit of new experiments. No branch of human knowledge 
requires fo judicious a collection of books and authors, as 

hyfic and natural hiftory : for of thefe two {ciences the latter is a 
collection of facts, and the former is founded on obfervations 
and rules deduéted from fatts: if thefe are judicioufly colleéed 
and have the ftamp of truth, we may depend upon them ; if not, 
our inferences, built upon a rotten foundation, muft of courfe 
fall, and confequently be falfe. In many other cafes this would 
be of little or no confequence ; but in a fcience whereon the 
life of the human fpecies depend, and the ufe of the produdtions 
of nature for the fupport of lite, every fact acquires an im- 
portance, which it can have no where elfe, 

To fhorten the Rudy of phyfic and natural hiftory, and to 
point out at once the progrcis of thefe fciences, with the epocha 
of their difcovery, their inventors, and the choice of books in 
thefe branches of learning, the great phyfician, baron Hailer, 
intends to give a B dbliotheca Medicine (9 Hifirie Naturalis ; 
the firit fection of it contains Botany, the fecond Anatomy, the 
third Chirurgery, the fourth will contain the praétical writers, 
and the laft fe€tion reviews fuch authors on natural hiftory as 
may be read with utility by a phyficiae. To each fection, by 
way of Appendix, the baron promifes to join a catalogue of 
fuch feleét writers as will make a uieful and choice colle¢tion. 

The firft volume of this great work contains the writers on 
Botany, and efpecially thofe who wrote from the beginning of 
this fcience to Tournefort. The fecond volume, which is foon 
to appear in England, will comprize the reit of the botanical 
writers fince Tournefort’s time. 

The author divides the whole into certain periods; the Greek 
and the Arabian writers each fill one book; the drabife, or 
fuch authors as embraced the method of the Arabian writers, are 
reviewed in the third book. 

The fourth he has deftined for fach authors as he calls In- 
flauratores; the Inventores are in the fifth; the next treats of 
the Collegtores ; the foliowing book gives a view of the writers 
fron the times of the two Beuhins to Ray; and the lait is con- 
fecrated to the authors from Ray to Tournefort. 


« Baron 
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Baron Haller thought firft to enlarge Boerhaave’s Methodus 
Studend’, but found it afterwards fo inconvenient to purfue this 
plan, that he rather chofe to {trike out a new work on his own. 
Ever fince 1725, he has conftantly taken notes on every work. 
he read. -He learned almoft al] the European languages; and 
colleéted about 11000 fhort judgments on medical writers. He 
endeavoured to be as impartial as poffible, and therefore faid very 
little, if any thing, of an indifferent book ; on the contrary, works 
that had been very inftructive and entertaining to him, he took 
pleafure to review more at large. He has marked fuch books as are 
in his private library with an afterifk, ‘The order is as much ag 
poflible chronological, taking all the publications of one author 
together. Biography enters not into his plan, unlefs it be fome 
peculiar circumftance, or when he found an opportunity to 

oint out the author’s bufinefs, way of life, office, and by 
what method he became matter of the fubje&t he writes upon, 
An excufe was naturally expe&ted, why he fet about this bu- 
finefs fo late in life. He thinks, it rather advantageous to pub- 
lifh fo Jate, as he has now an immenfe apparatus of materials ; 
he has declined to enter into any office, which would require 
his clofe attendance, in order to dedicate all his time to this 
work; he has a fine colle&tion of about 11,000 volumes, and 
about 10,000 pamphlets; he has the affiftance of friends; he 
hopes to finifh at leaft fome branches of the intended work, if 
he lives not long enough to do them all. There are in his 
Bibliotheca, often mere names and dates of fuch books as he 
had no opportunity to read or get a fight of, taken from other 
reviews, from magazines and catalogues, but always carefully 
referred to his authors, ‘There are numbers of books wanting, 
which he never faw and never heard of, which might be added 
in future editions or fupplements. Thofe on the moft trifling 
fabjects, and only witha remote affinity to the branch he treats 
of, have been inferted, to obviate the charge of being defi- 
cient and incomplete. But he has made gradations in his judg- 
ments, proportionate to the merit of the writers; for, fays he, 
there are infinite numbers of degrees, by which we muft come 
down from a Dillenius to a mere infignificant compiler. 

The articles Francis Bacon, Ray, and Grew, fhew how im- 
partial and juft the author has been to our countrymen. To 
give an abfiract of a catalogue would be highly improper. So 
much is certain, that there has not appeared a book of this na- 
ture in any fcience, which either was more complete, or was 
written with greater impartiality. The decifions are fhort and 
judicious. ‘The only thing we with for, is to fee at the end of 
each fection, two complete Indices, the one of the titles of 
books, the other of the names of authors; for want of which 
this Bibliotheca mutt of courfe become next to ufelefs. 


XIII. D’Arcet, 
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XIff. D’Arcet, fecond Memoire fur ? A&tion d'un Feu tgal, violent 
5 continué pendant plufieurs Fours. 8vo. Paris. 

Second Memoir ‘on the AGion of an equal and violent Fire} conti- 

nued for feveral Days. 


HE author of this curious performance is one of the beft 
chemifts of our age; and has been long employed by 
count Lavragais. They jointly difcovered a kind of porce- 
lane, for which the count has endeavoured to obtain in Eng- 
Jand a patent, in order to fell the fecret to any perfon who fhould 
chufe to fet up a manufactory of it. 
The experiments are defcribed with precifion and fimplicity, 
and will, no doubt, contribute, together with the author’s firft 
memoir on the fame fubjeét, towards acquiring a more perfe& 
knowledge of mineral bodies. At the end are fome experiments 
upon the diamond and other precious ftones, executed in 
the fame manner and defcribed with equal accuracy. A tranf- 
lation of thefe two Memoirs, muft of coarfe be an agreeable 
prefent to fuch of our Englifh artifts as are not converfant with 
the French language. 


XIV. L’Ecole d’ Agriculture, Pra&ique fuivant les Principes de 
M. Sarcey, de Sutieres; par M.de Grace. Paris. 12m0. 
School of praGical Agriculture, after the Principles of M. Sarcey, 

. by M, de Grace. 

ROM Ruffia to France, from Italy to Sweden, Agriculture 
and Natural Hiftory are become the fafhionable ftudies , 

and the greater part of the publications of thefe countries treat 
of the abovementioned fubjeé&ts. No wonder, therefore, that 
every country is, at it were, inundated with a deluge of meagre 
performances, compiled in the ftudies of their hungry authors, 
who fet up either for naturalifts or oeconomifts, without either 
having obferved the operations of nature, or entered into any 
branch of farming or planting. However, it mutt be allowed, that 
every country has its true naturalifts and praétical hufbandmen, 
who know and follow nature in all her moft fecret retirements, and 
think it not difhonourable to ftudy and practife that fcience which 
produces the ftaff of life, the main fupport of our armies, navies, 
manufactures, the arts and fciences. But few of thefe gentle- 
men make obfervations on the beft practical methods in agricul- 
ture, with a view of affifting their fellow-citizens, by the know- 
ledge they acquired from a long feries of experiments. England 
has its Young, and France has another Young in miniature, in 
M. Sarcey ; he has praétifed agriculture twenty years, in vari- 
ous foils; he has made excurfions through the feveral provinces 
of France with the eye of a philofopher; he has made an infi- 
nite number of experiments ; and this little treatife on Practical 
Agriculture is offered to the public as the refuit of his twenty 
years labour, his travels, and his experiments. ‘The common 
fault of oeconomical writers, is their too great propenfity to- 
wards the invention of new fyftems ; it were, therefore, a defir- 
able thing to have mere collections of faéts, unimproved by 
. | the 
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the creating genius of fyftem. Well provided with facts, a phi. 
lofopher, like Wallerius, may repeat thofe he thinks proper, and 
then let him give us elements of agriculture; but now the 
greater part of writers are imisatorum fervumt pecuse 


XV. Extrait du Droit Public dela France, par Louis de Brancas, 
Comte de Lauragais. Seconde Editicn. 820. Londres, 
Abfirad of she Jus Pablicum, of France. 

HIS pamphlet contains only a fketch of a greater work 

which the ingenious and patriotic count has in hand, 
He is perfectly in the right always to have a retrofpe& to the 
excellent Engliih conftitutioa and its laws, fer both countries had 
originally one and the fame fyitem, which prevailed all over 
Europe, wherever the brave and free Teutonic tribes had fpread 
their conquefts; and though humanity prompts us to give the 
beit wifhes to the patriotic undertaking of coanc Lavragais, we 
fear, however, that it will not produce that effect for which ig 
is intended, viz. to reftore liberty to his opprefied country. 
The Bafile, the Lettres de Cachet, the private executions Ope- 
rate ftronger than ail the encouragement which a compilation of 
the fundamental laws of the French conftitution ever can give, 
One hint, however, would be, we think, of ufe to the inge- 
nious and noble author; namely, to employa tru‘ty and learned 
friend in the revifal of his papers; that he may not for the fu- 
ture conitruc, more gerere aicui; by avoir de P ajcendant fur 
queljwun, le gouverner, i.e. to govern fomebody, to have in- 
fluence over him: for it certainly has the oppofite meaning ; 
to oley, to conform :0 fomebocy’s kumour.- A young man, who 
who has jut ieft college, is unequal to a tafk which requires an 
experienced fcholar, a man of tatie and genius. 


XVI. Le Gaxerier Cuirafé: ou Anecdotes feandaleufes dela Cour 
de France. Imprimé a cent liewes dela Baffille, & Tenjergne 
de la Liberté, S$vo. 

The Gazettcer ia Amour: or Scandalous Avecdotes of the French 
Court. Piinted an hundred Liagues off the Bafiille, at the Sign 
of Liber-y. 


*y HE anonymous avthor of this paper attacks the French 
i miniftry in a way quite different from the former. He 
has, doubs:lefs, obtained one part of his aim, which is to ex- 
pofe the characters of fuch perfons as are now at the head of 
the adminiftration in that unhappy country: in the other, to 
ruin them and tocaufe a revolution in favour of liberty, he 
wil! be certainly fruitrated. Some of the German names, ob- 
vious In this performance, are certainly murdered; thus the 
amiable dancer Mademoifeile Heinel is always called Hingel: 
count Bentheim is cailed Binten or Bintem. Even his countrymen 

are milrepreiented ; Bouquinville is put inftead of Bougainy ile. 
We have reafons to fufpeét that this performance has been 
hatched tn England ; and from fome hints we may colleét, that 
the authoy is in coaneétion with a witty foreign nobleman, 
who 
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who is famous for his chemical experiments, his attachment to 
horfe-racing, and to many other fafhionable amufements, 


XVII. Didicnaire Domeftique portatif, contenant toutes les Connoif- 
fances relatives & |’ Economie domefi:gue GF rurale. Paris. 3 Vols, 
12mo. 
A portable Domeftic Di&ionary, containing, every Thing relative t@ 
domeftic and rural Oeconomy, 


XVIII Dictionnaire portatif de Chirurgie, ou Tome Troifieme du’ 
Di@ionnaire de Santé, par M. Sue le jeune. 8voe. Paris. 
A portable Chirurgical DiGionary, or third Tome of the DiGionary of 
Healib. By Mr. Sue the Younger. 


XIX. Di&ionnaire univerfel de la France, contenant la Defeription 
Geographique &F Hiftorique des Province’, Bourgs, GF Liewx, re- 
marquables du Royaume, &c, par Robert de Hefieln. 6 Yols. 8us. 
Paris, 

An Univerfal DiGionary of France, containing a geographical and hif- 
torical Defcriprion of the Provinces, Towns, and remarkable 
Places of the Kingdom, &c. by Robert de Heffeln. 


XX. Di&ionnaire de Morale Philofophique, par le P. Jofeph Ro- 
main Joly, Capucin, 2 Vol. 8vo, Paris, 
A Di&ionary of E:hics, by Father Jofeph Romain Joly, Capuchin 


Friar. 


XXI. DiGionnaire d’ Archite@ure civile, militaire, et navale, an 
cienne &S moderne, €F de tous les drts (F Metiers qui en depen- 
dent. Par M.C.F. Roland de Virloys. 3 Vols. gto. Paris. 

A DiG&ionary of civil, military, and naval Architecture, antient and 
modern, and of the Arts and Trades that relate to it. By 
M. C. F. Roland de Virloys. 


Common and epidemical difemper rages now with great 

fury over all the literary world, and it has been obferved, 
that none are more infected with the faid diftemper than. thofe 
who call themfelves e/prits forts, wits, beaux, and people of fu- 
perficial learning ; the diftemper is called Lexicomania. It had 
its Origin in France, and is there fludioufly propagated by fome 
people who find their account in it, and none are more induf. 
trious in communicating the difeafe to others than the bookfel- 
Jers of Paris, and other places in France. What progrefs it 
has made of late in that country thefe five publications can prove, 
and it is to be wiffred, that the diftemper may not {pread like- 
wife into England, for there are already fome indicia of its ap- 
pearance on this fide the water. 


XXII. Recherches Philofophiques fur les Americains, par M. de 
P***, avec une Differtation far ’Amevique & fes Ameri- 
cains, par Dom Pernetty, G da Defence de i’ Auteur des Reo 
cherches contre cette Differtation. 3 Vol. A Berlin. 
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Philofophical Enquiries concerning the Americans by M. de P * ##, 
with a Differtation upon America and its Inhabitants, by Dom 
Pernetty, and the Defence of the Author of the Enquiry again? 
the Differtation. 


HIS publication may be confidered as a colleétion of differ. 
tations on various fubjects relative to the inhabitants of 
America. The author, who is fuppofed to be Mr. de Premont: 
val, unites an extenfive learning with mature judgment, and 
has difcovered in his performance fo many ftriking and new re- 
flexions, delivered in fo fprightly a manner, that we can re- 
commend thefe differtations to our readers as one of the bef 
works publifhed within thefe few years in the French language, 
The author’s enquiries fhew that he is perfectly matter of the - 
fubje&, as far as a man can be fuppofed to be acquainted with 
it, who never has been in America, and owes all his informa- 
tion to reading. He enters into the difcuflion of many curious 
points with fo great a knowledge of natural hiftory, phyfiology, 
and hiftory, and propofes the inferences drawn from the various 
facts he relates in fo agreeable a manner, that the generality of 
his readers will be highly pleafed both with his materials and 
his ftyle. The warmth of his imagination, however, carries 
him fometimes aftray, fo that he now and then mifreprefents 
things, and makes ufe of unguarded expreffions. The princi- 
pal idea which the author endeavours to eftablifh throughout 
the whole, is, that the nature of the inhabitants of America is 
uite debafed, by the too raw and too wet climate of this con- 
tinent. The arguments he produces in fupport of his opiniofi 
would fometimes be eqaally applicable to all countries, which 
are ftill in a ftate of nature and uncultivated, in whatfoever 
part of the world. , 

After having with great vivacity delivered this opinion, he 
gives a view of the diflinguifhing charatteriftics of the human 
{pecies in America, or a kind of natural hiftory of this variety 
of men. He then endeavours to account for the original co- 
lour of the Americans. Their anthropophagy, and the true 
caufes of this cruel and inhuman habit, are the object of a new 
differtation, wherein he ranges the different known cannibals 
under certain clafles. The Efkimaux are a fpecies of men fo 
widely different from the reft of the Americans, that it was necef- 
fary to {peak of them in a peculiar chapter, wherein he proves 
them to be the fame people with the inhabitants of Greenland. 
The Patagonians have of late fo much been the object of con- 
verfation and of writing, that our author could not difpenfe 
with giving his opinion on them: he finds that the accounts 
about them are fo incongruous, inconfiftent, and contradic- 
tory, that there is not only reafon to believe the whole a 
fine traveller’s tale; but he thinks that the gigantic fize of 
the Patagonians has been always decrealfing in every new tra- 
veller’s account, till they are brought down in our days to the 
common fize of other men. In this account the author attacks 


Dr. Maty without the leaft provocation. His attack is fo yo 
bera 
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peral and fo perfonal, that it greatly leffens the good opinion we 
fhould otherwife entertain of his performance. Good breeding 
and civility are the charaéteriftics of a gentleman, and ought te 
be thofe of a man of real learning. None fhould be deficient in 
thefe articles, who pretend to acquire a reputation in the lite- 
rary world ; for true learning is the improvement of the mind 
as well as of the heart ; and if thofe who intend to improve 
‘the mind and the heart of others by their publications, are not 
improved themfelves, with what a face can thefe enterprizing 
and audacious people expect their opinions will have weight 
with others? So much is it true, that the brighteft genius, 
the moft learned fcholar, is not always a man of good morals, 
and of an excellent heart. —The white negroes are the obje& of 
enquiry in a peculiar fection ; and as they were by fome au- 
thors thought to be Orang-Outangs, it was natural to treat of 
them. The hermaphrodites of Florida, and the circumcifion 
and infibulation mentioned by fome writers to be practifed by 
fome American tribes, are difcuffed in feparate chapters. 

In the fifth part the author begins with a general recapitula- 
tion of his favourite opinion about the debafement of the hu- 
man {pecies in America. 

Some very odd practices, common to both continents, engage 
the author’s attention afterwards ; and with the reflections on 
the ufe of poifoned arrows the fifth part is concluded. 

The difiertations upon the religion of the Americans, and 
that of the grand Lama, upon the changes of our globe, and 
laftly an account of Paraguay, are the contents of the fixth 
part. In the third volume the author gives Dom Pernetty’s 
Differtation, and his own Defence. 

That our readers may judge of the method in which Mr. de 
P, treats his fubjeét, we fhall here infert a tranflation of a paf- 
fage taken from the fecond fection of the fecond part, where 
the author fpeaks of the original colour of the Americans in 
the following manner. 


* Nothing furprized Chriftopher Columbus more, as he himfelf 
owned to his friends, than to find a race of men in the new world, 
within four degrees of the equatorial line, who were not black. 
He thought he had been miftaken in his latitude, and could not 
comprehend that in the fame parallels of the torrid zone, Africa 
fhould contain negroes with woolly heads, and America only men 
of a bronze complexion, with long ftraight hair. This divertity of 
colours in climates fo fimilar to all appearance, a€tually formed a 
difficulty, which the philofophers of the fifteenth century defpaired 
of overcoming. 

‘ The divines of this century, unjuft or conceited enough to 
think themfelves more enlightened than the divines of paft ages, 
fay that the negroes defcend in a direét line from Cain, whofe nofe 
was deformed, and his epidermis turned black by the hand of God, 
in order to imprint in his figure a diftinguifhing mark of an aflaf- 
fin. The divines of times paft, taught in their fchools, with as 
much plaufibility, that the Ethiopians are the pofterity of Chus, 
or Canaan, or If{mael. The abbé Pluche has detended this laft ar- 
gument with as much violence as he afterwards employed in abuf- 
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ing Defcartes and Newton. After fighting againft truth itfelf, tel 
mutt aftack even thofe who ftood up in its defence, only to keep : 
up his confequence. He is to be pitied. 7 

‘ [know not through what fatality the divines, as if blinded tg © 
their own interefts, have fo often taken upon themfelves to treat of © 
phyfical queftions. By ftepping out of their fphere, by pronoun. - 
cing judgment on matters which they are ajiowed to be ignorant of; 
what elfe could happen to them but that they were im the wrong, 
became ridiculous, and the lauzhing-ftock of their enemies? | 
After deciding fo ill, can they with any reafon complain that 
their decifions are defpifed ? Can they fay that this century ig 
upon the decline, becaufe people are occupied only to reproach 
them with theirerrors ? Does it not occur to every body, that af. 
ter being miftaken in geography by condemning bithop Virgilius ; 
in aftronomy, by condemning Galilei ; in metaphyfics; by con. | 
demning Giordano Bruni, and the immortal Locke ; ; in natural © 
philofophy by burning fo many magicians, forcerers, and good 
books ; they may likewife be miftaken i in natural hiftory, when 
they attribute the origin of the negroes to heroes of the Jewifht 
hiftory > To what purpofe js it then to invent fuch i incongruous: 
tyitems ? Or why fhould one complain that they are laughed at ? 

* Perfect negroes exit no where, except in the hotteft climates of 
the globe ; there are none beyond the limits of the torrid zone. 
They do not, as has been affer ted, conftitute the twelfth part of 
mankind ; their numbers, in re{pect to that of white and brown 
men, being only as 1 to 23. Asthe heat of the intermediate zone 
decreafes, the complexion grows lighter and more white, the hair 
uncurl, and grow longer, and the features foften; the Moors, 
though black to all appearance, are lefs fo than the Negroes; 
becaule a greater diftance feparates them from the equator, 
‘There is no ancient family in Portugal, who have light coloured 
hair, or the irts of the eye blueifh. The Portugueze, Spaniards, 
aid Neapolitans, are ftill fomewhat tawny ; and there that hue 
vanifhes ; for beyond the Alps and Pyrenean mountains, all the 
people are white. 

‘ The effeéts of heat on the conftitution of men under the equi- 
noctial line are phenomena which have been difcovered by anato< 
mizing negroes, and analyfing their moft effential humours. ‘The 
medullar fubftance of the brain is blackifx with them ; the pineak 
gland almoft entirely black *, the net-work of the optiek nerves 
browniih, and the blood of a much deeper red than ours. Laittly, 
their fpermatic liquor is coloured by the fame principle which 
appears fpread jn their mucilaginous membranes. It is amazing 
that thé s2oderns have been fo long ignorant that the blacknefs of 
the flat-nofed negroes is vittbly inherent in their feminal liquor, 
which is immediately perce ived upon a comparifon with that of 
white individuals, Strabo, and forme of the ancients fay, that thig 
was a fact not fo much as called in doubt in their time ; and the 
moft recent obfervations have ferved only to confirm is in all.its 
circumitanees. Indeed, how can we otherwife account for the vas 
rieties arifing from mip ced breeds, both among men and animals ?” 


—_* 





* See two memoirs, entitled, ** Anatomical Enquiries into the 
Nature of the Epidermis, and the Colour of the Medallar Sub 
fiance in the Negroes, by M. Meckel.” See likewife a Memoir, 
«* Communiceted to the Royal Society, upon the Colour of the 


Blood of Negroes, by ee Towns.” 
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the creatin ‘ of fytem. Well ided with faéts, a phi- 
lofopher itke artes may repeat he thinks Sy 


then let him give us elements of agriculture; but now the 
greater part of writers are jmiiatorum pe use 


XV. Extrait du Droit Public dela France, par Louis de Brancas, 
Comte de Lauragais. Seconde Edition. 8 ve. Londres. 
Abfirad of sbe jas Pablicam, of France, 


HIS pamphlet contains only a ketch of a greater work 
which. the ingenious and patriotic count has in hand, 
He is perfeétly in the right always to have a retrofpect to the 
excellent Englifh conftitution and its laws, for both countries had 
originally one and the fame fyftem, which prevailed all over 
Europe, wherever the brave and free ‘Teutonic tribes had fpread 
their conquefts; and though humanity prompts us to give the 
beft wifhes to the patriotic undertaking of count Lauragais, we 
fear, however, that it will nat produce that effect for which it 
is intended, viz. to reftore liberty to his opprefled ¢auntry, 
The Baftile, the Lettres de Cachet, the private executions ope- 
rate ftronger than ail the encouragement which a compilation of 
the fundamental laws of the French conftitution ever can gives 
One hint, however, would be, we think, of ufe to the inge- 
nious and noble author; namely, to employa trufty and learned 
friend in the.revifal of his papers; that he may not for the fu- 
ture conftrue, morem gerere alicui; by avoir de P afcendant yr 
welqu’un, le gouverner, i.e. to govern fomebody, to have in- 
Susnte over him: for it certainly has the oppofite meaning ; 
to obey, to conform to fomebody’s humour. A young man, who 
wha has juft left college, is unequal to a tafk which requires ag 
experienced fcholar, a man of tafte and genius. 


XVI. Le Gaxetier Cuirafé: ou Anecdotes feandaleufes de la Cor 
de France. Imprimé a cnt licues de la Bafiille, & Penfugna 
de la Liberté, 8vo. 

The Gazetteer in Armour: or Scandalous Anecdctes of the French 
Court, Printed an bundred Leagues off the Baftille, at the Sigu 
of Liberiy, 

_ ‘HE anonymous avthor of this paper attacks the French 

miniftry in a way quite different from the former. He 
bas, doubtlefs, obtained one part of his aim, which is to ex- 
pofe the characters of fuch perfons as are now at the head of 
the adminiftration in that unhappy country: in the other, to 
ruin them and tocaufe a revolution in favour of liberty, he 
will be certainly fruftrated. Some of the German names, ob- 
vious in this performance, are certainly mardered ; thus the 

‘ amiable dancer Madémoifelle Heinel is always called Hingel: 

count Bentheim is cailed Binten or Bintem. Even his countrymen 

are milreprefented ; Bouquinville is put inftead of Bougainv ile. 
We have reafons to fufpeét that this performance has been 
hatched in England ; and from fome hints we may colle&, that 
the author is in conaeétion: with a witty foreign nobleman, 
who 
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who is famous for his chemical experiments, his attachment to 
horfe-racing, and to many other fathionable amufements, 


X VII. Di@ienaire Domeftique portarif, contenant toutes les Connoci/- 
fance: velarives & I Economie domefiique S rurale, Paris, 3 Pols, 

i 2me, 
A portable Dometic Di@ionary, containing, every Thing relative 1 

domeftic and rural Oeconomy, 

XVIII. Dictionnaire portatif de Chirurgie, on Tome Troifieme da 
Di@ionnaire de Santé, par M. Sue le jeune. 8vo. Paris. 
4 portable Chirurgical DiGionary, or third Tome of the Di@ionary of 
Healib, By Mr. Sue the Younger. | 


XIX. DiGionnaire univerfel dela France, contenant la Defeription 
Geographsque (F Hiftorique des Prowince:, Bourgs, &F Litux, re- 
marquables du Royaume, &c. par Robert de Hefleln. 6 Hols. 8vo. 

_ Paris. 

dn Univerfal DiGionary of France, containing a geographical and bif= 
torical Defcripiion of ithe Provinces, Towns, and remarkable 
Places of the Kingdom, &c. by Robert de Heffeln. 


XX. Di@ionnaire de Morale Philefophique, par le P. Jofeph Ro- 

main Joly, Capuciz, 2 Vol, 8vo, Paris, | 

A Di&ionary of Ethics, by Father Jofeph Romain Joly, Capuchiz 

Friar. 

XXI. DiGionnaire d’ Archite@ure civile, militaire, et navale, an 
cienne {FS moderne, &F de tous les Arts (SF Metiers qui en depen- 
dent, Par M.C.F. Roland de Virloys. 3 ols. 4#0., Paris. 

A DiGionary of civil, military, and naval ArchiteAure, antient and 
modern, and of the Arts and Trades that relate ta it. By 
M, C. F. Roland de Virloys. 

Common and epidemical diftemper rages now with great 

fury over all the literary world, and it has been obferved, 

that none are more infected with the faid diftemper than thofé 
who call themfelves e/prits forts, wits, beaux, and people of fu- 
rficial learning ; the diftemper is called Lexicomania, It had 
its origin in France, and is there ftudioufly propagated. by fome 
people who find their account in it, and none are more induf. | 
trious in communicating the difeafe to others than the bookfel- 

Jers of Paris, and other places in France. _What progrefs it 

has made of late in that country thefe five publications cam prove, 

and it is to be withed, that the diitemper may not: fpread like- 
wife into England, for there are already fame indicia of its ap- 

pearance on this fide the water. ri a 


XXIN Recherches Philofophiques fur: Jes Americains, par M. de 
P***, avec une Difertation far [ Amerique < des Ameri- 
cains, par Dom Pernetty, SG fa Defence del’ duteur des Re- 
cherches contre cette Difertation. 3 Vol. A Berlin. 


Phile- 
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Philefopbical Enquiries concerning thé Americans by M. de P**#*, - 
with a Diffrtation upon America and its Inbabitants, by Dom 
Pernetty, and the Defence of the Author of the Enquiry againft. 
the Differtation. 
HIS publication may be confidered as a colleétion of differ. 

tations on-various fubjects relative to the inhabitants of 

America. The author, who is fuppofed to be Mr. de Premont- 

, val, unites an extenfive learning with mature judgment, and 
has difcovered in his performance fo many ftriking and new re- 
flexions, delivered in fo fprightly a manner, that we can re- 
commend thefe differtations to our readers as one of the beft 
works publifhed within thefe few years in the French language. 

The author’s enquiries fhew that he is perfe&tly mafter of the 

fubje&t, as far as a man can be fuppofed to be acquainted with 

it, who never has been in America, and owes all Iris informa- 
tion to reading. He enters into the difcuffion of many curious 
points with fo great a knowledge of natural hiftory, phyfiology, 
and hiftory, and propofes the inferences drawn from the variqus 
faéts he relates in fo agreeable a manner, that the generality of 
his readers will be highly pleafed both with his materials and 
his ftyle. The warmth of his imagination, however, carries 
him fometimes aftray, fo that he now and then mifreprefents 
things, and makes ufe of unguarded expreffions. ‘The princi- 
pal idea which the author endeavours, to eftablihh throughout 
the whole, is, that the nature of the inhabitants of America is 

unite debafed,. by thetoo raw and too wet elimate of this con 
tinent.. The arguments he produces in fupport of his opinion 
would fometimes be equally applicable to all countries, which 
are ftill in a ftate of nature and urscultivated, in whatfoever 
part of the world. 

After having with great vivacity delivered this opinion, he 
ives a view of the diftinguifhing charatteriftics of the human 
pecies in America, or a kind of natural hiftory of this variety 

of men. He then endeavours to account. for the. original co- 

lour of the Americans. Their anthropophagy, and the true 
caufes of this cruel and inhuman habit, are the object of a new 
differtation, wherein he ranges the different known cannibals 
under certain claffes. ‘The Etkimaux are a fpecies of men fo 
widely different from the reft of the Americans, that it was necef- 
fary to {peak of them in a peculiar chapter, ‘wherein he proves 
them to be the fame people with the inhabitants of Greenland. 

The Patagonians have of late fo much been the obje& of con- 

verfation and of writing, that our author could not difpenfe 

with giving his opinion on them-: he finds that the accounts 
about them are fo incongruous, ioconfiftent, and contradic- 

tory, that there is not only reafon to believe the whole a 

fine traveller’s tale ; but he thinks that the gigantic fize of 

the Patagonians has been always decreafing in every new tra- 
veller’s account, till they are-brought down in our days to the 
common fize of other men. In this account the author attacks 


Dr. Maty without the leaft provocation. His attack is fo illi- 
beral 
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beral and {0 perfonal, that it greatly leflens the good.opinion we 
fhould: otherwife entertain of his performance. »Good breedia 

and civility are the charaéteriftics of a gentlentan, and ought ¢o- 
be thofe of a man of real learning. None fhould bedeficieatin 
thefe articles, who pretend to acquire a reputation in the lite? 
rary world ; for true learning is the improvement of the mind 
as well as of the heart; and if thofe who intend to improve” 
the mind and the heart of others by their publications, are. not 
improved themfelves, with what a face can thefe enterprizing 
and audacious people expect their opinions will have weight 
with others? So much is it true, that the brighteft genius, 
the moft learned fcholar, is not always a man-of good morals, - 
and of an excellent heart.—The white-negroes are the obje& of 
enquiry in a peculiar fection ; and as they were by fome au- 
thors thought to be Orang-Outangs, it was natural to treat of 
them. ‘The hermaphrodites of Florida, and the circumcifion 
and infibulation mentioned by fome writers to be praétifed by - 
fome American tribes, are difcuffed in feparate chapters. 
, In the fifth part the author begins with a general recapitula~ 
tion of his fayourite opinion about the debafement of the hu- 
man {pecies.in America. Sy ah ; 

Some very odd practices, common to both continents, engape 
the author’s attention afterwards; and with the reflections on 
the ufe of poifoned arrows the fifth part is concluded. we 

The diflertations wpon the religion of the Americans, and 
that of the grand Lama, upon the changes of our globe, and 
laftty an account of Paraguay, are the contents of the fixth 
part. In the third volume the author gives Dom Pernetty’s 
Diiertation, and his own Defence. 

That our readers may judge of the method in which Mr. dé — 
P. treats his fubjeét, we fhall here infert a tranflation of a paf- 
fage taken from the fecond fection of the fecond part, wheré 
the author {peaks of the original colour of the Americans in 
the following manner, 

‘ Nothing furprized Chriftopher Columbus more, as he himfelf _ 
owned to his friends, than to find a race of ‘men im the new world, 
within four degrees of the equatorial line, who were not black. 
He thought he had been miftaken in his latitude, and could not 
comprehend that in the fame parallels of the torrid zone, Africa 
fhould contain ‘negroes with woolly heads, and America only men 
of a bronze complexion, with long ftraight hair. ‘This diverfityof 
colours in climates fo fimilar to all appearance, a€tually formed-4 
difficulty, which the philofophers of the fifteenth century defpaired 
of overcoming. : 

‘ The divines of this century, unjuft or conceited enough té 
think themfelves more enlightened than the divines of paft ages} 
fay that the negroes defcend in a direét lie from Cain, whofe nofé 
was Geformed, and his epidermis turned black by the hand of God; 
in order to imprint in his figure a diftinguithing mark of an affa{- 
. fin.- The divines of times paft, taught im their {chools, with as 
much plaufibility, that the Ethiopians are the pofterity’ of Chus, 
or Canaan, or Ifmaelt. The abbé Pluché has defended this laft ar« 
gument with as much violence as-he afterwards employed in.abuft 
5. Ing 
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ing Defedrteé and Newton. After fighting ageinl truth itfelf, he 


moft attack even thiofe who ftood up in its defence, only to keep 
up his confequence. He isto be pitied. . ana id 

‘ I know not through what fatality the divines, as if blinded to. 
their own interefts, have fo oftert taken pon themfelves to treat of 
phyfical queftions. By ftepping out of their fphefe, by pronoun- 
cing judgment on matters which they are allowed to be ignorant of 
what elfe could happen to them bat that they‘wefe in the wrong; 
became ridiculous, and the laughing-ftock of their enemies ? 
After deciding fo ilt, can they with any reafon conrplain that 
their decifions are defpifed? Can they fay that this century is 
upon the decline, becaufe people are occupied only to reproach 
them with theirerrors? Does it not occur to every body, that af- 
ter being miftaken in geography by condemning bifhop Virgilius ; 
in aftronomy, by condemning Galilei; in metaphyfics, by con- 
demning Giordano Bruni, and the immortal Locke ; in natura? 

hilofophy by burning fo many magicians, forcerers, and 
ooks ; they may likewife be miftaken im natural hiftory, wher 
they attribute the origin of the negroes to heroes of the Jewith 
hiftory ? To what purpofe is it then to invent fuch mcongruous 
fyftems.? Or why fhould one complain that they dre laughéd at ? 

- € Perfeé&t negroes exiit no where, except in the hotteft climates of 
the globe ; there are none beyond the limits of the torrid zone. 
They do not, as has been afferted, conftitute the twelfth part of 
inatkind their numbers, in refpeét to that of white and brown 
men, being only as 1 to 23. As the heat of the intermediate zone 
decreafes, the complexion grows lighter and more white, the hair 
uncurl, and grow longer, and the features foften ; the Moors, 
though black to all appearance, are lefs fo than the Negroes, 
becaufe a greater diftance feparates them. from the equator. 
There is no ancient family in Portugal, who have light coloured 
hair, or the iris of the eye blueifh. The Portugueze, Spaniards, 
and Neapolitans, are {till fomewhat tawny ; and there that hue 
vanifhes ; for beyond the Alps and Pyrenean mountains, all the 
people are white. 

‘ The effects of heat on the conftitution of men under the equi- 
noétial line are phenomena which have been difcovered by anato- 
mizing negroes, and analyfing their moft effential humours. The 
medullar {ubftance of the brain is blackifh with them; the pineal 

land almoft entirely black *, the net-work of the optick nerves 
Seomaith, and the blood of a much deeper red than ours. Laftly,; 
their fpermatic liquor is coloured by the fame principle whicle 
appears fpread in their mucilaginous membranes. It is amazin 
that the moderns havé been fo Jong ignorant that the blacknefs o 
the flat-nofed negroes is vifbly inherent in their feminal liquor, 
which is immediately perceived upon a comparifon with that of 
white individuals. Strabo, and fame of the ancients fay, that this 
was a fact not fo much as called in doubt in their time ; and the 
moft recent obfervations have ferved only to confirm it in all ité 
circumftances. Indeed, how can we otherwife account for the vas 
ricties arifing from mixed breeds, both among men and ahimals ?* 





* See two memoirs, entitled, “ Anatomical ‘Enquiries into the 
Nature of the Epidermis, and the Colour of the Medullar Sub- 
fiance in the Negroes, by M. Meckel.”” See likewife a. Memoir, 
** Communicated to the Royal Society, upon the Colour of the 


Blood of Negroes, by Dr. Towns,” 
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23. Chriftianity Unmafqued; or Unavoidable Ignorance preferable | 


to corrupt Chriftianity. A Poem. In Twenty-one Cantos. By 
Michael Smith, .4. B. 8v0. 4s. fewed. Turpin. : 
HIS redoubtable author, in the true fpirit of chivalry, 
accoutres: himfelf in Hudibraftic armour, mounts his 
fteed, enters the field, and bids defiance ‘ tothe whole army of 
the Philiftines; to Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek; to rakes, 
libertines, and fanatics; to Jews, Turks, Infidels, and He- 
retics,” 
Sometimes we find him engaged with the pope and all his 
legions. . 
6 With nuns and friars, 
With Jefuits, that group of liars 5 
Priefts, bifhops, cardinals, and monk’: 
And heads of pious knaves and punks, 
Abbots and abbefies I mean, 
Thofe nefts of clean birds and unclean 3 
With all the rout that bend thé knee 
To that terreftrial deity,’ 


At other timés we find him in the proper office of a knight- 
errant, exerting his prowefs in. defence of the Jadies; and dif+ 
patching all the rakes and libertines, who sneyt to rob 
them of their virtue, to the devil. 


‘ To tempt a virgin to mifcarriage, 
By treach’rous promiles of marriage ;' 
And when your luft is fatiate’ grown, 
Defert and throw her on the town ; 
To proftitute her wretched perfon, 
For bread, to ev’ry dirty whorefon ; | 
*Till brought to tatter’d gown and. fmock, ot 
She dies‘diftemper’d in the Lock. 
Of all the deeds which men debafe, 

Which reafon’s laws fubvert, and grace, 
And which denote degen’rate times, 
Thefe are the moft enormous crimes y 
And if there be a fire in hell, 

Such villainies deferve it well.’ 


At other times our hero aflumes an air of pleafantry, and 
thus difplays his facetioufnefs and humour : 
‘ Adam, we’re told, before he tafted 
The fruit forbidden, like a beaft did 
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Ramble, unrob’d, all over Eden, 

And fo did Eve, although a maiden ; 
For men religioufly believe, 

That neither Adam, nor dame Eve, 
Before they taftéd of the tree, 

Knew fhame between the waift and knee. 


‘ But what by that fame tree’s defign’d, 
Let thofe who know, inform mankind; 
For I my ignorance confefs, 

I neither know, nor will 1 guefs, 
Myiterious fruit ! that could difpenfe 
Knowledge unknown to innocence ; 
Which fuch ftrange efficacy had, 

To thew that mankind fhould be clad ; 
When neither Adam, nor his wife, 

Had feen a coat fince they had life ; 
Except the dev’l, like modern beau, 
This knowledge did to Eve beftow ; 
Or modern drefs’d aérial belle, 

The faithful confidant of hell, 
Inveigled Adam from his bride, 
Then did his nakedne{s deride. 

. For fearch the text, you'll not find in"t 
A human being to give the hint ; 
And nature, in its pureft drefs, 

From head to foot is nakednefs ; 
For ev’ry beaft, bujui telluris, 
Goes zaturalibus in puris.” 


Sometimes the fage Michael amufes himfelf with a Canter- 
bury-tale, .as that of the crabs and candles ; at other times, 
with a lufcious narrative, as that of father Girard and milfs 
Cadiere, and the intrigues of one Antigerfis and a lady of 
pleafure. Art laft, we find him fairly overtaken by Nature’s 
hind reflorer, and all his fenfes ab/orbed in the following dream = 


* For adepts in the chemic trade, 
A refurrection oft have made; 
And many.inftances atford, 
Of macerated forms reftor’d. 


‘ They take 2 flower, ‘or plant—fuppofe 
Tt isa flower—and that @ rofe, — 
The root, the ftalk, and leaves confounded 
Together—in a mortar pounded ; 
A faltj ot fpirit, from this: mafs 
ExtraGled, and put in a glafs ; 








Méatatiy Catarocue 

‘Then by the foft and gentle power 

Of fire, th’ refu(citated, flower, 

Will, to the artift’s preat furprize, 

Gradatim, from the falts arife ; 

Appear in proper form and hue, 

As when upon the ground it grew 5 

And will again (remove the fire) 

To its chaotic {alts retire,’ | 

Here we take our leave of this facetiotis author; and ds we 
have been entertained with his performance,’ we heartily with, 
that no fplenetic, dr malevolent critic, may apply thefe lines 
in the twelfth canto, to this defence of Chriftianity ; 
* Not e’en an Epicure; intent 

To give fatyric fpleen a vent, : 

Could in a tight mote fportive place her; 

Nor yet miore thioroughly difgrace her.’ — 


24. A Familiar Epifties from a Studeit of the Middle Teitiple, 
London, to bis-Friend in Dublin. Written in the Yeat 1759. 
gio. 2s. 6d. Davies. 

This Epiftle is written in ati eafy and agreeable manner, 
equally remote from ‘affectation and dullnefs. The fubjeé& is 
well adapted to the ftile; containing unforced fentiments, 
and lively allufions to many little incidents in private life. 
The following extraét may ferve as a fpecimeti. 

‘ Eight months are paft—a tedious timie, 
You kriow, for one who loves a rhyme, 
Yet, if 1 err not, fome weeks more 
May well be added te the fcore—— 

Since laft the Mufe, with foul of frre, 
And magic fingers ftruck the lyre 5 
Since laft, in fober ferious vein, 
She tun'd one grave and moral ftrain, 
Or fung, or faid, one tender lye 

To Daphne’s cheek, or Stella’s ege. 


_ © Compell’d by Fate’s fevere command 

To quit lrene’s favourite land, 

To leave the joys my foul approv’d, 

The hearts I priz’d, the looks I lov’d; 

The morning ftroll, the mid-day ramble 

O’er lawn and grove, through brake and bramble, 
The evening walk in Green or. Park, 

So oft protraGted te the dark ; 

The fprightly dance, the mirthful fong 

That wing’d the heavy hours along; 








em ee et te ee renrnee  ne  - 


Qa: My 


















































Monturty Catartoc vr. 


My B y’s eafy artlefs ftrain, 

The focial chat of Johnfon’s Lane, 

The fportive fray, the ferious fit, 

The feaft of reafon or of wit; 

The Court which more I ne’er fhall fee—- 

Where pleaders fpoke without a fee,” ’ 

Where C ~n fage and D g cunning. 

Harangu’d againft the crime of punning, 

And § g was cenfur’d by the law 

For kiffing girls he never faw: ~ 

Condemn’d to leave—alas the whilé!— 

The blifs that beams in Chloe’s fmile, 

And more, (in life if more-can be) -. 

The converfe of a friend like thee: 

Forc’d from alkthefe, the Mufe no more 

Rejoic’d in aught that pleas’d before ;- 

To every fcene and face a ftranger, 

At every turn fhe fear’d a danger, 

So hung her head, and droop’d her wing, 

And not one fyllable could fing’ 

At length, recover’d from her fears, 

She rubs her eyes, fhe pricks her ears, 

And finds with joy, on fearching round her, 
--Her heart and head were never founder. 

Now, anxious for this new eflay, 

She marks the perils of the way, 

Now, from the garret’s airy height, 

Once more fhe meditates a flight, 

And, fearlefs grown, refolves to try 

Her pinions in a foreign fky.’ 

This Epiftle in general difcovers a natural vein of poetry. 
There is fubjoined to it an Ode for Mufic, called'the Choice 
of Hercules, and a Paftoral Ballad, in imitation of Shenftone ; 
which deferve our praife, no lefs for beauty of fentiment than 
harmony of verfification. 


25. The Inundation, or the Life of a Fen-Man, A Poem. Bya 
Fen Parfon, 4to. 1s. - Baldwin. 


The defign of this little poem, which is to inftru& the in- 
habitants of the fens in their religious duties, and to infpire 
them with a chearful fubmiffion to the will of Providence, is 
fo benevolent, and fuitable to the profeflion of the author, 
that it would be unjuft to treat it with the feverity of cri- 
tical examination. With a piety of fentiment adapted to the 
bulk of his flock, he has mixed a variety of rural images, and 
has given a picturefque defcription of the life of the fen-men. 

. 26. An 
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26. dn Englithman’s Remonftrance: Inferibed to the Right Ho- 
nourable Brafs Crofby, Lord Mayor of London. By William 


Sharp, Fun. 8vo. 1s .Aimon.- 
We wifh that this Mr. William Sharp, jun. who lives, it ap- 


pears, in the Ifle of Wight, would entirely renounce the corref- 
ndence which he has lately commenced with the Mufes. We 
can aflure him that of every fpecies of compofition, poetical bal- 
derdafh is at all times moft diffegarded, A fpecious title-page, 
it muft be owned, frequently impofes upon readers ; but that of a 
Remonftrance is now fallen into fuch difcredit, as never to anfwer 
the end of the bookfeller. Mr. Sharp mutt certainly know, 
that the very name is become contemptible at St. James’s; 
and we very much queftion whether even the patriotic livery- 
men in the city are not at length equally difgufted with it. 


27. The Tobacconift ; a Comedy of Two Aas. Altered from Ben, 
Johnfon, 8vo. 1s. Bell, 

The comedy.of the Alchymift had become infipid to a mo- 
nern audience, till it was again rendered popular by the ini- 
mitable aétion of Mr. Garrick. The humour of the play; 
as it is here altered, though farcical, is better adapted to the 
tafte of the times. But we can by no means approve of the 
obfolete abfurdity, of making the aétor fpeak, at the fame 
time, in his real and fidlitious charaéter. . 


N O.V ELS. .,. 

28. The Generous Lover: or, the Adventures of the Marchionefs 
de Brianville. Tran/lated from the Original \talian of the Abbé 
Pietro Chiari. 3 Vols, 12m0. 75. Ode fewed, Steel. 

The lovers of variety will be fufficiently gratified by the 
perufal of this performance : the incidents in it are numerous, 
and the rapid fucceffion of them, rapid as the revolutions in 
a pantomime, muft be highly delightful:to the hafty reader 
who feizes a new book merely to kill time, and who withes 
not, on his arrival at the conclufion of it, to remember a 
fyllable i in the pages through which he-has fcampered, -with 
the expedition of a poft- boy through a country town, and with 

a fimilar vacancy of mind. 

The atbe Chiari feems to have exerted his creative genius 
in this work, to throw himfelf into the fame rank, as a no- 
vellift, with the chevalier de Mouchy, the perufal of whofe 
Payfanne Parveniie, fired him, we imagine, with emulation.;, 
but he is not, in our opinion, a fuccefsful ‘imitator : the ad- 
ventures of the Marchionefs de Brianville are marvellous and 
unimportant ; thofe of the Marchionefs de L V are 
probable and interefling. The adventures of them both are 


extraordinary, but in a different way: you may fancy that 
Q3 the 
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the latter was an aétrefs in the fcenes and the fituations whith 
fhe defcribes ; you cannot, without being of a very romantic 
turn, fuppofe that the former was actually engaged in all 
the viciffitudes of fortune which fhe delineates, 

As to the tranflation, not having the original by as, we 
¢annot fpeak decifively concerning the fidelity of it; the tranf- 
Jator does not certainly fhine in his own language. 


29. Cupid turned Spy upon Hymen, or Matrimonial Intrigues in 
Polite Life. 2 Vols, 12me. 5s. boards. Rofon, 

In our laft Review, p. 154. we gave our opinion of a 
worthlefs produttion entitled, Cuckoldom Triumphant, or 
Matrimonial Incontinence vindicated, in two volumes, pub- 
lifhed by Rofon. Wesnow think it our duty to reprehend the 
faid Rofon for endeavouring to impofe upon the public, by 
ye-advertifing the fame production under a new title, with 
_ equal abfurdity, indeed, and effrontery, efpecially in fo fhort 

a time after the firft publication. ‘The profeffed apolagift for 
matrimonial incontinence merits a fevere condetynation, be 
his performance ever fo witty and facetious, and peuned with 
all the delicacy that the nature of the fubje& will admit of : 
but when he writes at once’ with dulinefs and indecency, 
when his pages are, at the fame time, ftupid and obfcene, he 
deferves no quarter from thofe readers who are friends to fo- 
ciety in general, to the marriage-ftate in particular. 


©. The Palinode. or, the Triumphs of Virtue over Love. A Sete 
' timental Novel; in whith are painted to the Life the Characters 
and Manners of fome of the meft celebrated Reauyties in Engs 

Jand. By M. Treyflacde Vergy. 2 Vols, 12m0. 55. fewed. 

Evans. 

We fhould be guilty of the greateft partiality, we fhould 
be cavillers, and nat ‘critics, did we fatirically condemn, with 
the intrepidity of a Drawcanfir, all the preduétions of M. de 
Vergy’s prolific pen. He. has produced fome novels which 
may fafely be recommended to thofe readers for whofe en- 
teftainment they are ‘chiefly calcdlated. The Palindde is, in 

eneral, a decetit performance; if a “few paflages, of an in- 

Rineiatéey nature, were expunged, it would be an unex- 
ceptionable one. ‘There are feveral feenes drawn in it with a 
delicate hand, and which fufficiently prove the author to be 
acquainted with the jnmoft receffes of the female heart. 
How much fair fame does he lofe, whenever he fends a volume 
to the prefs unfit for the perufal of the fair fex ! 


3t. Letters to Eleonora. 2 Vols. 12mo. 53. Jewed. Becket. 

In thefe letters the author endeavours to expre(s the fenti- 
ments af love agreeably to the emotiqns of nature, and to 
| exhij- 
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exhibit a pi€ture of tender paffion in the jufleft as well as the 
moit Jively colours. A man of fenfe may write about that 
paffion ; a man.of feeling only can paint it. 


32. The Marriage: or; Hifiory of four well.knows charaBsrs. 
Tranflated from the celebrated French Novel of the fame Title. 
By Thomas Marten, 4. mM. 2 Hels, y2me, Ye fewed, 
Wheble. 

We do not know who Thomas’ Marten, A. M. ix, nor 
whether there is really fuch a man ———- but we _—, 
that his tranflation (by no means a mafterly one) taken'in ‘a 
literary, or a lucrative view, will not reward his diligence, or 
‘recompenfe him for his time; that it will raife him éi- 
ther to celebrity, or to riches.. The caprices of love are, in- 
deed, minutely defcribed in thefe volumes, but we frequently 
with to fee delicacy guiding the author’s hand. ‘The four 
well-known characters are not charaélers whom we are defirons 
of knowing ; and we cannot. compliment the tranflator fo far 
as to fay that he is entitled to the thanks of his Englith rea- 
ders for the importation of them, He might have, by a hap- 
pier choice, given us a more valuable verfion. 


33. Rofara ; or the Adventures of an Aare; a fiory from al 
Life. Tranflated from the Italian of Piao Chiari. 3 dl 
s2mo, 73, 6d, feud. Baldwin, - 

A ftory from real life! Thefe words we frequently difcover 
in the firft leaf of a book of adventures, in which there:is 
hardly an adventure defcribed which does not violently mili- 
tate againft probability. Marvellous occurrences, indeed, are 
daily met with in real life; but thofe which are generally re- 
corded in the lives of our modern hiftorians, are too extrava- 
- gant to be credited. 

If Rolara’s narrative, written by herfelf, is to be relied on, 
it is a curiofity of the kind; it has very little merit if it ds 
fictitious. 

Afcer having given an account of herfelf in.the charagter of 
a rope-dan¢er, and of an adtrefs, and defcribed herfelf in va- 
rious fituations (fume of them extremely curious) in feveral 
parts of Italy, the comes forward as the countefs of B——, 
the wife of an Jtalian nobleman. i 

‘Confidering Rofara’s narrative.as a literary compofition, it 

appears to be entitled to a favourable reception, in the oft- 
ginal language. .As a:work of imagination it is very defec- 


tive: the incidents are not numerous, nor are they fufficiently . 


important ; many judicious obfervations, however, are f{cat- 
tered through it. To fay truth, we think that the fair bio- 


grapher fhines more in fentiment than in defcription, The 


Q 4 tran 
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tranflator of her Adventures has not done her weet by the 

exhibition of her in an Englith drefs. 

34+ The Generous Hufband; or, the Hiftory of Lord Lelius axd 
the fair Emilia. Containing likewife. the Genuine Memoirs of 
Afmodei, the pretended Piedmontefe Count, from the Time of 
bis Birth, to his late Igneminious Fall in Hyde. Park. 12m0. 
2s. 6d. Wheble. 

This is one of thofe produétions which is a difgrace to the 
prefs : it contains nothing which can entitle it to a favour- 
able reception from the public. A fufficient quantity of 
love, indeed, is introduced into it; but the fcenes are fo in- | 
fipid, and there is fuch alanguor in all the fituations, that the 
tender pafiion appears, under the author’s management of it, 
in a very difgufting light. 

C HIRURGMICA L. 

35. Effays on feveral important Subjetis in Surgery. By John 
Aitken, Surgeon, of the College and Incorporation of Surgeons in 
Edinburgh, 870. 45. fewed. Dilly. 

Though fome eminent furgeons have lately made confider- 
able improvements in the method of treating fra€tures of the 
bones, the author of thefe Effays feems to have traced ont a 
road.that promifes to lead to higher attainments in the art, 
than thofe which had been formerly in ufe.. ‘The retention of 
fra&ured bones in their proper place, ‘after coaptation, is the 
fubje& treated chiefly of in this performance, and Mr. Aitken 
has contrived a piece of mechanifm which appears to be ex- 
. tremely well calculated for anfwering that important end. 
This machine is chiefly intended for fraQures of the thigh and 
leg. Itcan be applied without ftripping the patient; and 
what is a fingular advantage, we are told that it perfectiy fe- 
cures the parts againft the fmalleft degree of alteration, even 
from the movement of.a carriage. The following fhort ex- 
trac will ferve to -give our readers fome idea of this machine, 
which the author. has deicribed at full length, and uluftrated 
with plates. 

‘ Itv-has already been obferved, that a proper and wenden 
refiftance to the conftant contradtile mijus of the femoral 
mufcles, now that the bone is fra€tured, can only be fupplied 
by affuming two fixed points, the one above, and the other 
below the fraG@ured part; which are.to be maintained at the 
fame diftance they held naturally, or immediately after . ex- 
tenfion and coaptation were duly accomplifhed. 

‘ The pelvis offers itfelf as the moft proper part for af- 
fuming the fuperior fixed point, becaufe here the circulation 


and internal organs are protected from any preflure that may 
bé 
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be confequent to doing fo; its fituation alfo,.as being above 
the neck of the thigh-bone, is an additional recommendation. 
For the inferior one, the lower part of the thigh, . or ordinary 
gartering place, for reafons already alledged, is to be chofen. 
About each of thefe a dei: or circular is applied. 

‘ The circular which embraces the pe/vis, occupies the fame 
place where the top-band of the breeches in men is fixed, and 
with much the fame ftri€tnefs; and refembles it pretty much 
in fhape: the other circular applies above the knee, with 
about the fame tightnefs which the garters commonly. have. 
Thefe conftitute the two fixed points, and are. the 4a/s.of the 
refiftance to the mufcular contraétion which we mean to pro- 
duce; their particular ftrugture and application fhall-be taught 
hereafter. | 

‘ Graduating flcel-/plints, three or more in number, conneg& 
thefe circulars in fuch a manner, that the intercepted portion 
of the thigh can be kept more. or lefs extended at, pleafure, 
with abundant fteadinefs and fafety; and that even in {pite of 
the motion which may be occafioned by convulfive ftartings, 
coughing, reaching to vomit, &c,.’for any length of time, 
-and with equal facility and faccefs, whether, to obtain the 
‘relaxed ftate of the mufcles, the patient lie on his fide or 
back: and, what is of the laft importance, this mode of dreff- 
ing a broken thigh-bone, caufes as little pain or uneafinefs,’ as 
well when applying as afterwards, as any other apparatus 
whatever, that is likely to be produétive of the fmalleft advan- 
tage. , While all this is accomplifhing, the circulation is in no 
degree impeded or obftructed ; as any one, ever fo little .ac- 
a with the anatomy of the parts concerned, muft know.’ 

r. Aitken likewife recommends this machine for fraétures 
of the Tendo Achillis, and of the Patella, and gives dire€tions 
for applying it in thefe cafes. He has treated, in thefe Ef- 
fays, of feveral other important fubje&s in furgery, among 
‘which is that of extra&ting teeth by an inftrument of a new 
conftrufion. The whole of Mr.: Aitken’s improvements, 
which appear to be founded upon a rational perfuafion of the 
defects in the praftice of furgery, are extremely playfible, and, 
we hope, will be carefully attended to by thofe‘of his profeffion., | 
36. A Difqu:fition on Medicines that diffolve the Stone. In which 

Dr. Chittick’s Secret is confidered and difcovered. In txbo 

Parts. The Second Part now firft publifbed, andthe Firft con- 

Sfiderably improved. By Alexander Blackrie. 8vo. 55. beards. 

Wilfon and Nicol. | 

In the firft part of this performance, which was publifhed 
five years ago*. Mr. Blackrie promifed that, in a future ad- 
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* See Critical Review, Vol. xxi. p. 263. 
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‘dition to his work, he would exhibit fome remarks on the 


nature and properties of alcaline fixed falts and fubftanceés. 
He has, however, entirely waved the confideration of that 


‘fubjeQ, and reftricted himfelf to the two following enquiries. 


* 1. In what quantities foap lye may be given with fafety, 


‘and a reafonable profpe& of fuccefs in the different ftates or 


periods, and under the various circumftances and fymptoms, 
of patients who fuffer from calculous concretions in the kidneys 
and bladder or their excretory du&s, 

‘ z. What methods.onght to be made ule of for alleviating 
the painful and dangerous fymptoms which may occur in the 
courfe of this diftemper, when not only foap-lye, ‘but all other 
ftrongly ftimulating medicines are improper and dangerous to 
thofe’ perfons who, at other times, might take them not only 
with fafety but advantage,’ 

The author has accurately defcribed the different ftates or 
periods which ought to be attended to in calculous diforders, 
and lays down the moft rational method of cure, 


37+ An Effay on the Ophthalaia or Inflammation of the Eyes, aud 
the Difeafes of the Tranfparent Cornea; with Improvements in 
the Methods of Cure, By William Rowley, Surgeon. 8yo. 14, 
Newbery. 
Mr. Rowley’s obfervations on the common method of care, 
in the diforders here treated of, appear to be rational and well 
founded. He thinks that fpirituous and aftringent lotions are 


_ \wery inproperly applied ia the ophthalmia ; and that powders 


alfo are liable to exception, by infinuating wader the eye lid, 


‘and thereby fupporting an iritation. -Bij(ters,-fternutatories, 


fcarifications of the conjunttive membrane, together with fe- 
tons and iflues, he is likewife of opinion are either prejudicial 
or of no ufe. The method of cure, which he has found moft 
fuceefSful, is, after bleeding, to adminifter attenuating medi- 
cines; fuch as cooling’ faline preparations given in large dofes, 
and often repeated, with antimonials, mercurials, &c, The 
only topical remedies he applies, are mucilaginous prepara- 
tions, properly diluted with water ; which, if they do not ef- 
fe& a cure, by obtunding the faline acrimony, greatly eafe 
the patient, and allay the irritation. He obferves, however, 
that fome {kill is neceffary in ufing fuch applications ; for if 
they be made too vifcid, they would clofe the eye-lids, 
which would with difficulty be opened. ‘The mucilage, he 
alfo obferves, fhould not be prepared from feeds, but from 
gums of the moft innocent kind, as.gum arabic. Mr. Row- 
ley gives, likewife, many ufeful remarks on ulcers, f{pecks, 
and opacity of the cornea, which dcferve particular attention. 
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g8. An Ejay on the Cure of the Wentreal Gonorrbera, in a New 
Method, with fome Objerwations on Gleets,” By W. EMis, Apo- 
thecary. Sve. 15. Pearch. ps teed 8 a 
This author proceeds upon the principle adopted by fome 
preceding writers, that the wirvs of the pox, and that of 4 
fimple gonorrhea, are of a very Gitferent mature: for which 
reafon ‘he rejects the ufe of mercury in the latter, as entirely 
fuperfluous ; and condsiéts the cure ‘by ‘bleeding, ‘a lenient pur- 
gative, the balfam copaiba, ‘and afterwards a few vitriolic, or 
fach like injetions. ‘Mr. Ellis has adduced a few cafes to 
confirm the fuccefs of this method of treatment; but neither 
his theory nor practice are fafficiently fupported to be admitted 
without further obfervations. | j 
39. 4 new Method of curing and preventing the virulent Gonorrbag. 
To which is added, a chimical Inveftigation of a Remedy, called, 
The Prefervative Antivenertal Water. Written originally in 
French, 4y John Warren, M.D, of the Univerfity of Edin- 
burgh. Tranflated by a Surgeom. vo. ts. Flexney. 
Though the impofitions daily experienced, in regard 
to the cure of the venereal diforder, might jultify a de-— 
gree of fcapticifgs concerning this performance, we fhall, 
however, give credit for its being originally the produGion-of 
a Dr. Warren in France, with whofe medical abilities we are 
entirely unacgaainted. The method here -propofed fon the 
cure and prevention of the virulent gonorrhoea is, by injeGing 
into the urethra a folution of cauftic alcali, by..which the 
‘mucus, ‘wherein the infe&tious matter had been enveloped, is 
diffolved, and a-copious evacuation of. it produced from the 
glands of the urethra, That the difcharge of the venereal qi- 
rus, were we abfolutely certain that it adhered to the fides of 
the urethra, might be promoted by ‘fuch an application, is not 
void of plaufibility ; but we are of opinion, that the great dan- 
ger of violent inflammations, which would almoft inevitably 
tollow the ufe of fuch atrid injeQions into the urethra, is fuf- 
ficient to deter from the praétice, We muft, therefore, con- 
fider the propofal of thus curing or preventing the venereal | 
diforder, as no lefs reprehenfible in a phyfical than mora] 
light; while the author and tranflator have attempted to faci- 
litate this twofold impofition, by adding-to empiricifm a fal- 
Jacious profeffion of fecurity from the frequent effedts of licen- 
tioufnefs, 


POLIT ICAL 
40. A.Letter to tht Earl of Bute. 8vo. 1s. 64. .Almon. 
Thofe who are converfant in the political hiftory of the 
times, will be at no lofs to anticipate the fubje&t.of this let- 
ter. It is written in the fame petulant ftrain of inveflive 
which diftinguifhes the other impotent ¢fufions of .malig- 
nity 
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nity. addrefled to that nobleman; and contains nothisg™ 
that has. not been a thoufand times repeated by mercenary 
fcribblers in the news papers, except a diétatorial requi- 
fition to procure a diffolution of parliament. The more 
difcerning part of the nation are fully fenfible of the true 
motives of thofe who have endeavoured to raife a clamour 
againft lord Bute’s adminiftration and perfon; and if his 
lordfhip has now the fatisfa&tion of ftanding acquitted of every 
imputed mifdemeanour, in the opinion of all candid and im- 
partial men, he enjoys the additional happinefs to refleé&t, that 
none of the temporary produétions in which his name has been 
traduced, can ever excite, ina liberal mind, any other emo- 
tion than that of indignation towards the writer, Indeed the 
whole of them are fo ineffeétual for fupporting the flame of 
oppofition, that the falfehoods, the calumnies, and the fcurri- 
lities they contain, wou!d feem fufficient of them(elves entirely 
to extinguifh it, If they can add to any flame, jt muft 
be to that kind alune to which all fuchinfamous attempts to 
traduce refpectable characters, and impofe upgn the public 
judgment, ought to be condemned, 
41. An Addrefi to the Houfe of Commons of Ireland. By a Freer 
holder. 8v0, 15. 

Why this pamphlet fliould be introduced into the world 
without the name or refidence of a publifher, we cannot fee 
any folid reafon. ‘The author certainly has no caufe to be 
afhamed of his produ€tion. He has, in a very fatisfa&tory 
manner, fhewn the advantages of the Augmentation Bill, to- 
gether with the inexpediency of eftablifhing a militia in Ire- 
land. ‘ The feveral fais.and obfervations here contained, 
fufficiently juftify the condué& of government in regard to the 
public meafures lately adopted in that kingdom, : 
42. An Effay on the Character and Conduct of bis Excellency Lord 

Vifcount Townthend, Lord Lieut. of Ireland. &v2 15. Dodfley. 

This pamphlet is well written, and the advantageous ac- 
count it exhibits of the noble deputy is evidently conformable 
to truth. 

43. Megna Charta, cppofed to Affumed Privilege, &c. va. 45, 
Kearfly. 

This volume may appear interefting to many among the Citie 
ens of London; but we imagine it will meet with very few 
purchafers, even among the friends to the conftitution, in any 
other part of the nation. 

ety ay Ty eee ee ee 
44. A Treatifeon Marriaze. To which are added, Apiterg J on 
the Education of Children. By W. Giles, 8v9. 15. 6d. Buck! 
This lreatife abounds with pious inftrudions ; but wil te 


read'with very little pleafure by thofe who have a tafte far 
elegant language and fprightly fentiments. 
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4&..Remarks upon certain Propofals for an Application to Parliaments 

Sor Relief in the Matter of Subfcription to the’ Liturgy and Thirty- 

Nine Articles of the eftabli ifoed Church of England. 8v0. 6a. 

Rivington. 

The author of thefe Remarks feems to be very much offend- 
ed at the Propofals for an Application to Parliament, for 
the repeal of our Articles. He fays, * the queftion to be de- 
termined by us is this: If we believe our mode of profeffing 
Chriflianity to be the beft, we thall do well to give our hand 
fo check an attempt fo deftruétive to our-eftablifhment, as the 
propofed application. If, on the contrary, we difapprove our 
own ‘eftablifhment, what hinders’ us from forfaking it; and 
going over to any feet, where we think Chriftianity is pro- 
efled in greater purity ?}—He infifts, that fubfcription is no 

grievance to individuals; that if it were a grievance to fome, 
yet that fhould not be confideted, on account of the great ad- 
vantages arifing from fubfcription, and the great difadvantages 
Of removing it, &c. The reader will find in this pamphlet 
a recapitulation of the principal arguments, which the advo- . 
cates for our religious eftablifhment have already urged in the 
courfe of this controvérfy, 


46. A further Defince of the prefent Scheme of petitioning the Pare 
liament for Relief in the Matter of Subfeription, By the Author 
of a Letter to James Ibbetfon, D. D.. 8ve. ts. Wilkie. 


By the following extract the judiciousand impartial reader” 
wil perceive, that this is an acute reply to the Remarks men- 
tioned in the preceding article. 

‘ Until the Remarker’s day, the champions of eftablifhments 
founded upon fubfcription, had generally harangued in favour 
of ‘Uniformity—and dwelt upon the bleflings and beauty of it, 
in terms of rapture, But this adventurer into the regions of 
novelty has difcovered that even the union of Proteftants is 
not to be defired—and though he gives us no argument, yet 
there is an adage in his favour, the fewer the better cheer, | 

‘ Hitherto it has been thought an objection to fubfcription, 
that it failed of its acknowledged end, viz. confent touching. 
true religion—but the Remarker afks us, Who ever faid that ab- 
folute unanimity was expected from it? Are there not many 
doétrines not mentioned in the articles? There are, Then, 
fays this man of logic, in s4em a latitude allowed you. 

‘ This is kind, that our holy mother will futfer us childrert 
to prattle, even when fhe is filent. 

* One of the articles upon which the church is faid to be 
filent, is the providence of God, Is there a latitude allowed 
us here ?—-But this is trifling. 
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‘ Whoever argued againft the articles as not producing wna- 
hiinity in points not touched by them? The queftion is, What 


unanimity have they produced by their defifitions?-Or, what. 


unanimity can they be fuppofed to effe& in the hands of their 
tnedern afferters, who have fo. putged them of their contents; 
and fweated thei down, that they are no more than the 
gholts of what they were; and to be ufed only in the way of 
fcare-crows to timorous confciences—while the initiated ard 
in a féecret ? What fecret ? 

‘ The Retnarker will tell us, viz. that if they prevent di- 
verfities of profefion, it is all they aim at. So that let a mani 
think what he will, provided he hold liis tongue, atid pace re- 
gularly through the track the church has limited, he is a 
worthy fon—a fon of peace and order—a man who Values his 
charater, and will not fall in with the licentioufnefs of the 
times—while we, who profefs to draw our conviétions from 
the {criptures, and who claim no more. than our birth-righr, 
are branded with marks of infamy, and abufed as difturbers of 
fociety.’ 

In the feveral publications, which have hitherto appeared, 
on the fide of thofe who are advocates for the prefent fcheme 
of petitioning the pafliament for relief in the matter of fub- 
fcription, we have feen nothing but what entitles the authors 
to refped. 

47. A Letter to Mr, J. Baine, Minifer in Edinbutgh, occafioned 
by bis Sermon, int.tled, ** The Theatre licentious and perverted ;” 
or Stri@ures upon he Doétrine lately infified on againft Sam, Foote, 
Efq. on the Reprefentation of the Minor, at the Theatre-Reyal, 
Edinburgh. 8v-. 6¢. Robin‘on and Roberts. 

The moral effe& of theatrical reprefentations is a fubjes% 
almoft univerfally prejudged, on either fide of the queftion ; 
for which reafon, any difpute concerning it may be regarded 
as fuperfluous. 

MISCELLANEO JU &. 

48. The Hifiory of the Englith Language ; ded::czd foom its Origin, 
and traced through its different Stages and Revolutions. By V. J. 
Peyton, Author of * 1 be Elements of the Englith Language.’ 8ve. 
is, Bladon. 

A work of this kind properly executed would be very ac- 
ceptable to the public; but this is an inaccurate and imper- 
fect fketch.—We fhall give our readers a fpecimen. 

‘ To exprefs our paffions, our interjeGions are very apt and 
forcible, For example, when we find ourfelves fomewhat: 
grieved, we cry ah! if more oh! when we pity alas! when 
we Jament alack! neither of which is fo effeminate as the Ita- 


lian deh! or the French helas! In deteftation we fay fy! as 
if 
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if therewithal we would fpit: in calling ho! in exulfing with 
joy huzza! in laeghing ha! ha! ha! all whieh feem: to be 
derived from the very nature of thofe feveral affeftions.’—- 
<. Moreover the copioufnefs of our language appears:in the 
diverfity of our dialeéts. We have court and country Engliths; 
we have northern and fouthern ; grofs and ordinary’; whicl 
differ from each other, not only in the terminations, but alfe 
in many words, terms, and phrafes, and exprefs the. fame 
things in divers forts, yet all write Englith alike,» . 

‘ Neither can any tongue, Iam. well affured, deliver @ 
matter with more variety than ours, both plainly, and by pro 
verbs and metaphors: for example, when we want to ; get. rid 
of any body, we.are ufed to fay begone, mareh,:troop, hence, 
away; and by circumlocution, rather your room than your 
company ; let us fee your back ; come again when I bid: you, 
when you are called, or fent for, intreated, defired, invited ; 
fpare us your place ; another in your ftead; you are next the 
door; the door is open for you; nobody holds you; nobody 
tears your fleeve,’— 

‘ The Italian is pleafant, but without finews, like a tilt 
fleeting water: the French delicate, but even nice'as a womans 
fcarce daring to open her lips for fear -of fpoiling her countes 
nance: the Spanifh is majeftical, but runs too much on the o, 
and therefore is very guttural, and not very pleafant: the 
Dutch manlike, but withal very harfh, as one ready at every 
word to pick a quarrel.’ - ' 

This, we apprehend, is. enough. , 


49. The Farmer’s Letters to the Landlords of Great Britain : 
containing the Sentiments of a Pra@ical Hufoandman, om various © 
Subje@s of great Importance. Val. HH. 800, 6s.» Nicoll. 


We formerly remarked concerning the. firft volume of thefe 
Letters, that it contained many obfervations which otght to 
be highly interefting to the government and people of Great 
Britain*. The volume now publifhed is equally intitled to the 
fame praife ; and though feveral valuable works on agriculture 
have lately appeared, we would ftill recommend thefe Letters 
as one of the moft valuable productions on the fubjed. 


50. DireEions for the Ufe of Hadley’s Quadrant, with Remarks 
on the ConfiruGien of that Iuftrument. By the Rev, Mr, Ludlam, 
8x0. 35. fewed. Cadell, 

Of the feveral quadrants invented by Gunter, Davis, Collins, 
and others, defigned for the ule of navigators, Hadley’s qua- 
drant, fo called from its inventor. J. Hadley, » of. ts ahaa 





* See Critica! Review, “Vol. xxii. _p, 306. 
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edly the beft; thete was indeed about forty years ago an afta 
nomical quadrant for taking obfervations at fea, contrived by 


one John Barfton, a very ingenious watchmaker, which nei-, 


ther required a vifible horizon, or any fhade from the fun, nor 
was it liable to be affected by the~ motion of the thip; and 
therefore certainly a very ufeful inftrument; yet, however, 
much inferior in point of merit to Hadley’s quadrant,- which,, 
as Mr. Ludjam remarks, is cheap, portable, applicable to 


many aftronomical purpofes, and of all others is the eafieft: © 


to manage. It is indeed its peculiar excellence that it re- 
quires no tteadinefs of the hand, to be acquired only by long 
practice ; no fixed bafis, as moft other .aftronomical inftruments 
do. Befides aftronomical purpofes, it makes an ufeful theo- 
dolite for furveying and mapping of counties, and far excels 
any other inftrument for taking ef-/ets in the modern way of 
plotting and meafuring land. 

The extenfive utility of ‘Hadley’s quadrant well deferves a 
more. circumitantial defcription of it)than. any which ‘has “hi- 
therto been made public; and it is with pleafure we. inform 
our readers that in the work new before us, ‘the reverend and 
learned author has fully completed this intended purpofe. 

5 1.° 4 Portrait; moft humbly addreffed to his Royal Highne/s George, 
Prime of Wales. 4t0. 1s. Wilkie. 

. The charatter of Edward the Sixth, miferably drawn by 

the moft contemptible writer in Grubftreet. 

52. Pro and Con; or the Opinionifis: An ancient Fragment. By 
Mrs. Latter. 12mo. 2s. Lowndes. 

An ancient phyfician would have. recommended to the au- 
thor of this produétion the ufe of black hellebore. What a 
pity that any thing fhould be publifhed without the imprimatur 
of, common, fenfe,! 

53. Charader of the Englith Nation, drawn by a French Pen, 
_- Ia a Letter to a Friend. 80. 1s. ~ Bladoh. 

This performance is faid to be tranflated from a, work lately 
publithed by ‘the abbé Richard, in France, intitled, Reflexions 
on the Air and Meteors. Whdever the author be, he feems to 
have a very fuperficial acquaintance with the couiitry of whofe 
inhabitantshe treats ; and his remarks are more the refult of 


tn extravagant theory than-a cool and philofophical inveftiga-— 


tion. He wotild impute mot only-the moral, but the political 
chara&ter of the Englifh, to the temperature of, their climate. 
But'wé fhould be glad to be informed by the author, why fo 
genefaba caufe as he fuppofes, could be produétive of fuch a 
-diverfity*of ‘effets.” If the, abbé Richard will favour oar ifland 
with a vifit, we'can effure him, that he will neither find. the 


confumption fo endemica difeafe, nor: the people of Engtand - 


“fo unfociable as he imagines. 


mm 


i 3 
’ Pe 
ts ' + 

(aa 
af 3 


Pe 
coe 
rie 


a4 
B 
a 
\ ne 
: ts 





